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Chapter •» I 
1 
Contemporary sociological investigation is increasingly 
extending the frontiers of its scope and sxjbject matter. 
With rapid scientific and technological sophistication every 
decade is offering fresh problems for sociological inquiry 
and research. Women's Studies is one of the latest areas 
where social scientists have undertaken and conducted inten-
sive and extensive sociological analyses both at the theo-
retical and empirical level. 
Women's studies is an emerging discipline. Social 
scientists have evinced keen interest towards Women's 
Studies especially after the mid-half of the 20th century. 
The movement has recently originated in the west through 
feminist activism and has brought about a revolution in 
women's perceptions and perspective. Women have developed 
a set of attitudes that are described as modernist, forward-
looking and progressive. People too have started modifying 
their age-long stereotyped thinking towards women and there 
has been a perceptible change for the better in women's self-
esteem and social status. Feminist activism led to greater 
political awareness, social upliftment, economic independence 
and cultural illijniination of women and they became more 
self-conscious, self-assured and self-confident. In course 
of time, women's problems became the cynasure of sociolo-
gical attention and were discussed and deliberated upon by 
an increasing nxanber of social scientists. Thus, Women's 
Studies emerged as an area of sociological research where 
social, political and economic questions pertaining to 
women per se are subjected to theoretical and empirical 
inquiry throunh interdisciplinary feedback. Currently, women's 
studies has emerged as a £ull-fledged discipline and has 
been introduced at various universities both inside and out-
side of India. 
The .leitmotif of Wcnnen's Studies is social trans-
formation by which we can change life-styles, life-chances 
and ultimately the "situation of women". It provides us 
knowledge about women's actual position in society and the 
way they struggle against hostile forces in hostile situa-
tions for survival. It exposes the reality that women are 
unable to lead a dignified life in the present world. Women 
do not get adequate opportunity to develop their personality 
and utilise their potentialities in performing determinant 
role in society. This is assisned to be due to the discri-
mination and oppression of women. Thus, the motivating force 
behind Women's Studies is to improve the condition and 
promote the interest of wc»nen who are the "oppressed" and 
"exploited". 
Women's Studies is defined as "the study of women with 
a women's perspective". It is generally assiomed that the 
1. Krishna Raj, Maithreyi, 'Why Wcxnen's Studies j Some 
Feminist Perspective', in Maithreyi Krishna Raj (ed.) 
Women's Studies in India ; Scane Perspective, Popular 
Prakashan, Bombay, 1986. 
2. Ibid., p. 34. 
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situation in which wcsnen live, the problems which they 
grapple with, and the way they are treated can better be 
understood by women themselves. The studies and the litera-
ture about women that are available and authored by males 
do not project the correct and real image of women and their 
situation. They, by and large, express biased views about 
women as they want to maintain their domination on this 
weaker segment of society. It is in consonance with the 
general principle of methods of social sciences that a person 
can better understand and analyze the problem if he himself 
experiences it and is involved in the concr»=»te situation. In 
this perspective it is appropriate to explain Women's Studies 
as understanding of women in the world from women's point of 
view.[In scientific tradition Women's Studies may be defined 
as the study of situations of women with a view of improving 
their lot and developing their potentialities so that they 
may make effective contribution to social set-up and national 
life. It aims at transforming the situation in order to 
enable them to achieve honourable position and to perform 
determinant role in society* 
Though the broad basis of Women's Studies is feminism, 
yet its scope is wide as it includes humanistic trends and 
outlook towards women and expands its horizon. It is gene-
rally assTjmed that feminism as well as Women's Studies are 
the projection of Women's will to dc»ninate men. Some males 
make such sarcastic remarks that women want to be men, but 
the fact is that feratnian is concerned with humanistic values 
and incorporates the traits of humanism in its concepts and 
perspective. It does not propogate the domination of women 
on men. Infact, it rejects the domination of males on females. 
Its main concern is "to restore to half of humanity its right-
ful place in hxjman society", as well as "to restore the 
women their hxananitv". It preaches equality and believes 
that women get equal opportunities and equal rights and 
privileges in order to lead honourable life in the male 
dominated world. It is possible only when they will be free 
from subjugation, subordination and domination of males. ThJs 
is the reason that feminism is considered as a movement to 
liberate women from male suibjugation. Thus the liberation 
of women and the way it could be achieved come xonder the 
scope of Women's Studies. These matters form the core of 
perspective which Women's Studies wants to develop, adopt 
and apply to iinderstand euid study women and their place in 
society., Maithreyi Krishna Raj describes it as "to becone 
aware of the situation of wonen, of the relation of women 
to the world, of the oppression and discrimination to which 
women have been subjected and to use this as a power to change 
4 
the situation". She treats Women's Studies as "interdisci-
plinary" or "multidisciplinary" and finds that "the unity of 
study is women and her life", 
3. Ibid., p. 34. 
4. Ibid., p. 35. 
5. Ibid. 
The significant point here is that how can one explain 
the situation of women because it will determine the nature 
of Women's Studies. Maithreyi Krishna Raj conceptualizes the 
situation of women in terms of three important concepts : 
•fetatus, power" and "autonomy" 
SITUATION OF WOMEN 
STATUS POWER AUTONOMY 
Status occupies pivotal place in sociological tradition. 
Sociologists largely use the term in order to explain social 
structure. The classical definition of status is given by 
Ralf Linton who associates it with another concept, "role". 
He says ; 
"A status, as distinct from the 
individual who occupy it, is 
simply a collection of rights 
and duties... a role represents 
the dynamic aspect of status... 
when (an individual) puts their 
rights and duties which consti-
tute the status into effect, he 
is performing a role... role 
and status are quite inseparable". 
Status simply signifies the position which an individual 
occupies in society and as such has certain rights and 
obligations and enjoys certain privileges that give him 
particular respect and honour. It has both subjective and 
objective component. In modem times there are certain 
6. Linton, Ralf, The Study of Kan, Appletons Century, 
New York, 1936. 
determinants of status which are generally known as indi-
cators of status. A status is generally evaluated in terms 
of inccxne, property, opportunities, education, and training 
in skills that open up chances of employment, health levels, 
rights and privileges,These factors determine life-style of 
an individual in society. Women when studied from the point 
of view of these indicators it is revealed that they have 
lower inccxne, lower employment, lower education, lower 
health and apart from these there are certain customs and 
practices that hamper their development, oppress and damage 
the physical and psychological wellbeing of women, 
"Power" is an effective instrument to raise the status 
of a person. It gives more rights and privileges to enforce 
one's will. One of the reasons, of women's subordination 
is that they are powerless. Consequently they can neither 
resist nor enforce their own will against injustices and 
inequalities. The obvious result is that others exercise 
power over them and keep them under their control and sub-
jugation. The exponents and champions of feminism and Women's 
Studies express their concern to know how people get power 
and what makes them powerful. They also show interest to 
find out the instrument and the institution that provide 
power to them and make them more and more potential. Sometime, 
they cross all limits and break all rules of justice and 
equality in exercise of power. They exploit women for their 
own interests. Women's Studies tries to analyze how power 
is exercised, and how it becomes injurious to the life of 
Women, how it can be restricted and checked to reasonable 
limit. In this attempt. Women's Studies also finds out 
strategies to eliminate the sources of power and limit them 
to the extent that it may not cause injury to women. Some of 
the faninists are interested to initiate struggle to achieve 
power because it is the means to liberate women from male 
subordination. 
"Autonomy" is a concept which indicates that ability 
of man which enables him to exercise his will and accordingly 
perform activity to achieve desired goals and ends. In 
this respect, it is considered as a form of power. Maithreyi 
Krishna Raj explains it as hereunder : 
the opportunity to act independently on 
one's own behalf and not at the behest 
or order of someone - has the basic pre-
mise that every h\anan individual has the 
right to decide her/his destiny so long 
as such a right does not abbreviate or 
abrogate the people's right".'' 
Autoncxny is associated with the concept of liberty 
which is considered essential in modem age for the overall 
development and wellbeing of individual. It is necessary that 
individuals should have right to operate in the world accor-
ding to their own will, perception and opinion to materialise 
their ambitions and desires. When we study women we find 
7. 0£. cit., p. 36, 
8 
that they have less power, autonomy and liberty in society. 
The high degree of restrictions and taboos are imposed on 
them and thus, they have less role in decision making process. 
The study of women in social setup and their interaction with 
the male world compel us to think how much power and how much 
autonany women and men should have in society. At the same-
time, one has also to think how much and to what extent 
power and autonomy of people be limited in order to maintain 
the balance as well as the harmony between men and women. 
These issues are no doubt problematic and require thorough 
and scientific investigation. However, the studies conducted 
by feminists exposed that women lack autonomy and further 
located the areas and spheres where they have less or no 
autonomy at all. They are : choice in marriage, marriage 
dissolution, choice of career, choice of education, life-
Style and expression of sexuality etc. 
CONCEPT OF EQUALITY i 
The other major concern of Women's Studies is the 
concept of equality which is closely associated with the 
status. It is necessary to improve the position of a person 
and tr«»at them at equal level. It is a canplex nation and 
relative to ideologies and perspectives. Its manifestation 
and practice is subject to various controversies. It is 
generally rationalized according to personal views and 
social ethos. However, it is agreed by all that all human 
8. Op.cit. 
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beings should have equal opportunity to develop their poten-
tialities, equal opport\anity to share the privilege of 
society, and equal opportxmity to lead life as a hxanan being. 
Feminists believe that "women do not have an eqiial status 
with men and don't have equal opportunity to develop their 
potentialities". Some men consider wanen as inferior to men 
because they lack many abilities and qualities and further 
ascribe these weaJcnesses of women to biological differences 
and natural endowments. Feminists consider these explanations 
as an outcome of post-hoc rationalization. It is generally 
argued ; 
"Feed a women less, allow her less 
freedom to move in fresh air, con-
fine her to monotonous chores,deny 
her education, deny her exercise of 
her faculties and then inevitably 
we have women who are frail, stupid, 
lacking an imagination and so on".^ 
The problems involved in equality particularly between 
genders creates wide range of controversies and initiates 
unnecessary discussions. It is necessary and quite rational 
to consider equality in humanistic tradition. In this 
perspective equality assumes that oppression and discrimi-
nation should not be done and inflicted on any person, group 
or sex. Equality between genders should be analyzed from 
this point of view. Thus, Women's Studies expresses its 
concern with the oppression of women and discrimination 
against women, how are they generated, continued and 
9, Op.cit., p. 37. 
1 0 
maintained. What are the factors and mechanisms that acce-
lerate or deter this process. 
The theoretical bases of Women's Studies consist of 
two important perspectives — the Marxian and the non-Marxian. 
Though they are related in some respect, yet they diverge in 
other respect from each other. The Marxian perspective takes 
cognizance of the factor that generates inequality. The 
Marxian theorists explain that capitalism produces certain 
psycho-social constraints on sex. The control over female 
sexuality is a glaring example of this. The non-I-iarxian 
approach does not solely rely on the forms of production in 
order to explain social inequality but also takes into con-
sideration other factors that operate in society,It consi-
ders "the present position of women as a historical legacy". 
They also assume that in the past women enjoyed higher status, 
but in due course of time, their position was lowered down. 
Historically accumulated social differences pisr se are 
deemed to be responsible for the deterioration of Women's 
status. The exponents of the biological school rationalize 
the differences and ascribe them to biological and physiolo-
gical traits. But they also admit the role of social forces 
for the perpetuation of this inequality. The contribution 
of non-Harxist scholars is that they removed the confusion 
and used the term "gender"* in place of "sex" to delink the 
biological connotations that "sex" occupies. Some of the 
10. Op.cit., p. 38. 
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Marxist scholars began to use gender and class but they 
lack, as Krishna Raj puts it, "self-consciousness in the 
11 
use of this new terminology". 
The other significant contribution of non-Mdrxist 
theorists is that they have studied and analysed how gender 
is psycho-socially constructed and sex roles are determined. 
Now both the schools of thought assiame that control over 
f«nale sexuality is a vital mechanism for subordination of 
women. According to Krishna Raj, the theoretical structure 
of Women's Studies was impressed by Marx's analysis of the 
phenomenon of Women's subordination. Consequently, a shift 
is apparent from "the exclusive focus on production relation. 
to the area of reproductive relations which encompass both 
1 "P 
control over women's sexuality and fertility". Men's super-
iority over women through social regulation of the sexual 
relation between men and women have adversely affected 
women's position and made them oppressed. Marriage, its 
rules, regulations, customs, rituals and ceremonies are 
developed in one or the other way to maintain man's superio-
rity and domination over women. Similarly fertility is also 
controlled by men and rationalized that it is necessary to 
maintain the purity of lineage. The Marxian thought helped 
the feminists through the analysis of capitalism. Household 
labour is now considered by the Marxian thinkers as an 
11. Op.cit. Maithreyi Krishna Raj. 
12. Cp.clt, Maithreyi Krishna Raj, p. 39. 
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additional chain in the subjugation of women. The unpaid 
character of household labour in the context of modem 
economic structure is problematic and unjudicious for women. 
It is the need of the time to r«nodel the entire concept of 
household labour. It is also a form of exploitation as divi-
sion of labour is clearly based on sex. It cannot be consi-
dered as oomplementary arrangement. It is against the 
principles of equality and justice as it is hierarchical 
in nature, confines women to particular tasks, retards their 
development and denies them available social opportunities. 
The explanation and justification of the oppression and 
subjugation of women and the denial of proper opportunities 
to them are further rationalized and the concept of "patri-
archy" was developed projecting male's point of view. 
Patriarchy is a male control over women's sexuality, ferti-
lity and labour power. 
Women's Studies evaluates these problems and issues 
and attempts to develop women's perspective to understand 
different facets of women. We find its example in the recent 
trends of Wcxnen's Studies. A new notion of "cultural 
specificity" is recently used to show the variation in the 
nature and degree of subordination of wc»nen that exist in 
different socio-cultural settings. 
13 
SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES OF WOMEN'S STUDIES : 
Women's Studies, in consonance with modem scientific 
outlook and orientation is mainly concerned with the trans-
formation of women who constitute half of the population of 
the world. Such a transformation is possible only when we 
have correct and true knowledge of Wcxnen, their problems, 
the area of their interaction and the entire gamut of their 
activities .that determine their life patterns. Women's 
Studies, thus attempts to build up "a body of knowledge based 
on lost or undiscovered lives of women". The problem is 
that wanen's world is not explored and projected in its 
true sense as the knowledge about the society and the human 
behaviour is presented from male point of view. As a matter 
of fact, the distinctive world view of women is neither 
14 
ex'^ lored nor understood properly, but intentionally ignored. 
Women's Studies, primarily, intends to project the true 
state of affairs in which women live, develop a wcxnen's 
perspective and bring about changes in existing ones. But 
this is not the only objective which Women's Studies wants 
to materialise, but it tends to expand its scope. 
Wcxnen's Studies has three important aspects : 
1) Understanding, 2) Awareness, 3) Action. These three areas are 
13. Karlekar, Malavika, 'Women's Studies in the Eighties : 
State of the discipline in USA and India', Samya 
Shakti : a Journal of Women's Studies, vol. 1, No. 1, 
July 1983, p. 11. 
14. Ibid. 
14 
explained in diagram. 
Women's Studies 
Understanding 
I 
Knowledge about 
women frcxn 
Women* s point 
of view. 
Awareness 
1 
To create aware-
ness of Women's 
position,potentia-
lities, rights 
and privileges. 
Action 
1 
To initiate pro-
grammes for 
women's trans-
formation. 
As an understanding Wonen's Studies provides true 
and fruitful "information on the various facets of Women's 
existence". In fact, the information that Women's Studies 
provides adds to our knowledge of women's world as it ex-
penses the oppression, exploitation and subjugation of women 
as well as the denial of Just and htsnane rights to them. 
It is possible when we look into these problems from women's 
angle and give them opportxinity to narrate their own experi-
ences of social world dominated by males. Thus, it provides 
knowledge about wcxnen from women's point of view and tried 
to develop a distinctive perspective, which is of course a 
women's perspective. 
The other aspect of Wanen's Studies is to create 
awareness among individuals — irrespective of their sex — 
15. Op.cit., MaithreyiKrishna Raj. 
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"of the new dimensions to knowledge". It impresses people 
particularly wcanen to be aware of their rights and poten-
tialities to operate effectively in society. It also explains 
that existing pattern and structure of norms guiding wcxnen's 
relation to men are baised and main source of women's subju-
gation and exploitation. Women can change it with utilization 
of their potentialities and by restructuring it according 
to scientific world view. In this respect. Women's Studies 
is considered consciousness - raising instrument. 
The third aspect of Women's Studies is to initiate 
actions and programmes whereby transformation of women is 
possible. The restructuring and remodelling of social set-up 
require sincere and continuous effort to fight for their 
just rights and honourable position. Protagonists of feminist 
movement consider it as a struggle against the women's 
oppression, exploitation and subjugation. Maithreyi Krishna 
Raj prefers to examine in Women's Studies, "the connection 
17 between Women's Studies and Women's struggle". Women's 
Studies by providing trxie knowledge of women from distinc-
tive perspective initiates the struggle for the liberation 
of women. 
Maithreyi Krishna Raj points certain areas where 
Women's Studies teachers and students can fruitfully co-
operate with one another. They can ; 
16. Opcit., MaithreyiKrishna Raj. 
17. Op.cit., Maithreyi Krishna Raj , p. 41. 
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a) 2bulld links with the outside world, 
b) collaborate with Wcxnen's organisations, 
c) use the media for compaigns, 
d) struggle in their own lives, 
e) assist each other's struggles, 
1 
f) organise extension lectures, 
H18 
g) help students and staff in their own campus.... 
The objectives of Women's Studies has been discussed 
by academicians and exponents of Women's Studies in various 
forxans. The first national conference on Wonen's Studies 
held in 1981 had initiated a debate on the subject. It 
became important when the academicians felt it necessary to 
introduce women's Studies in the curricula. It is considered 
necessary that one should introduce such courses which depict 
the true picture of women and they "are not to be misrepre-
sented nor mystified..." and "are neither to be deified nor 
denigrated".^^ The materials on women provided by different 
disciplines do not project women's perspective. There is a 
need to modify them to develop Women's Studies in true sense. 
Women's Studies, is, infact, not limited to the 
collection and procurement of material on women. Its main 
objective is to introduce and bring about "desirable changes 
20 in women's status rather than reinforcing reactionary values". 
18. Krishna Raj, Haithreyi, Women's Stadies in India ; Some 
perspective. Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 1986, p. 11. 
19. Desai, Neer and Krishna Raj >iaithreyi. Women and Society 
in India, Ajanta Publications, Delhi, 1987, p. 9, 
20. Ibid, 
n I 
To materialise this objective it has "to examine and redefine 
the conceptual frameworks of disciplines so as to evolve new 
21 formulations which could accomodate women's experiences". 
It has not to present the elitist bias of disciplines and 
academic institutions and rely on the knowledge provided by 
them, but to develop new dimensions of knowledge to make 
fruitful addition to organic knowledge on women and to enrich 
it through theory and field experience. In this regard 
Women's Studies in India is "considered both as n instrument 
for women's development and necessary step to develop the 
22 
knowledge base of var ious d i s c i p j i n e s " . 
After t h a t , continuous e f f o r t has been made and various 
seminars and workshops have be<>n he ld t o evo lve p e r s p e c t i v e , 
s tructure and t r a i n i n g f o r Women's S tudies programmes. The 
process was geared up when UGC f e l t t o introduce Women's 
Studies in U n i v e r s i t y Curricula and agreed t o provide f i n a n -
c i a l support f o r i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e . Consequently, c e l l s and 
u n i t s of Women's S tudies were e s t a b l i s h e d in u n i v e r s i t i e s 
and c o l l e g e s . Thus, t o determine the nature and fxinction of 
Wanen's S tud ie s in India a seminar was held in Delh i , Apri l 
1985 by the Research Group on Women's S t u d i e s , Dept t . of 
P o l . S c i e n c e , U n i v e r s i t y of D e l h i . I t decided the t h m s t of 
h igher 
Women's S t ud ie s in/edxication and determined the broad 
o b j e c t i v e s both academic cuid s o c i a l of Women's Studies w i th in 
2 1 . I b i d . 
22 . I b i d . 
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the xoniversity system. It is interesting to know those 
objectives which are as follows ; 
l.^To change the present attitude values in society regarding 
women's roles, and rights, to one of equal participation 
in all social/ economic and political processes and national 
and international development. 
2. To promote awareness among women and men of the need to 
develop and utilise women's full potential as resources fcr 
national development in its economic, political and socio-
cultural aspects; to question existing values; and of 
their social responsibilities so as to participate equally, 
3. To counter the reactionary forces emanating from certain 
sections of the media, economic, social and political ins-
titutions, that encourage the demotion of women frccn 
productive to mere reproductive roles. 
4. To revitalise university education, bringing it closer to 
burning social issues, to work towards their solution, 
and to produce sensitive persons able to play more commi-
tted and meaningful roles in developmental activities for 
women in all sectors. 
5. To fulfil a special responsibilities to produce for all 
levels of the educational system, teachers who are aware 
of the need for non-sexist education, and who would actively 
pick up the challenge to promote values of social equality, 
including gender equality, secularism, socialism and demo-
cracy. 
19 
6. To Bpdate-university curricula by incorporating the results 
of new scholarship and the issues raised by the later as 
they challenge some of the established theories, analy-
tical concepts and methodologies of various disciplines. 
7. To promote increased collaboration between different 
disciplines in teaching, curriculum designing, research 
and extension activities since women's studies are inter-
disciplinary by nature. 
8. To generate new and organic knowledge through intensive 
field work. This would help generation of data essential 
for evolution and correction of development policies and 
programmes and in extending the areas for academic 
analysis, into hitherto neglected sectors. For better 
understanding and investigation of problems, experienced 
by women at the gross-root level, a closer contact between 
institutions of higher education and groups directly 
involved in action, to assist women to enjoy their rights 
within the family, the community and at work, would be 
very valuable. Such contacts would also help universities 
and colleges to design their extension activities in a 
mere meaningful manner. 
9. To contribute to global debate on wcxnen•s question through 
rediscovery of the debate in India f rcxn ancient to contem-
porary periods by means of research and translation frcxn 
20 
23 Indian literature including 'tolk literature". 
SOCIOLOGY OF WOMEN : 
The discipline of Sociology was developed in the Europe 
in the first half of the 19th century. After the Industrial 
and French Revolutions, social thinkers began to think 
afresh in positivistic terms about the problems faced by 
the people. The invention of machines and the development of 
technology increased the comfort of the life. However, it 
was felt that the social life was still in traditionally 
structured and vinable to cope with the new situations created 
by science and technology. The social thinkers thought over 
the issue seriously and tried to develop a science of society 
which could study in from holistic point of view and posi-
tivistic method. The persistent efforts of social thinkers 
brought fruits and comte prepared a blue-print of that 
science by the name of Sociology. 
The main purpose of Sociology was tO study society 
scientifically, to have correct, fruitful and utilitarian 
knowledge about social issues so that they may be utilized 
in construction and reconstruction of society. The motiva-
ting force was an overall transformation of the social setup 
to make it more and more beneficial to hxananity. 
23. Desai, Neer and Krishna Raj, Maithreji, Women and Society 
in India. Ajanta Publications, Delhi, 1987, pp» 10-11. 
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Sociology studies human interactions and hviman rela-
tions. It also studies the forces that affect them and the 
way they are shaped and moulded. But concepts and theories 
of Sociology could not embody the ethos of wcanen who consti-
tute the half of the human race and are equally significant 
and important. The structure of relationship and the process 
of interaction explained and elaborated by Sociologists with 
a biased view as they failed to point out how male dominated 
social set up developes such patterns of interactions and 
relationships where women are subjugated and denied their 
rights. In the modem times, in the wake of humanism and 
feminism, it is necessary to develop such body of knowledge 
which could take cognizance of these issues and develop 
such perspective through which overall position of women 
could be improved. 
Sociology of women is mainly concerned with the trans-
formations related with women and the ways through which they 
can be achieved. It explains the position of women in society 
and points how oppressed, subjugated and subordinated they 
are due to constant and consistent efforts of male to use 
them and utilise their services for the interests and benefits 
of males. It creates such conditions which can help to remodel 
and restructure the entire social setup imbibing the humani-
tarian values of equality, liberty and fraternity as well 
as human rights and justice to improve the position of 
wcanen. 
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Sociologists have always been concerned with women's 
problems and issues. They have not been the first to study 
women's issues, but most of the researches on women have 
also been done by Sociologists. * In course of time women's 
Studies became popular in India and some women Sociologists 
came forward and expressed their concern with wcxnen's issues. 
They emphasized the need and importance of women's Studies 
in modem India and further determined the areas where 
25 
researches should be conducted. Manoraroa Savur considers 
it important to study and analyze the process of Sociali-
zation, to know and understand how historically women came 
to be the subordinate sex. She thinks that Medical Sociology 
and law should come forward to provide materials for socio-
logical analysis. She also says that Women's problems should 
not be excluded from general problems. They should be studied 
and evaluated in the broader perspective and should take 
others also in confidence so that a struggle can be initiated 
on global level to liberate women from the clutches of 
socio-cultural and political conditions. Sudha Gogate 
prefers to study sociology of women's work. She feels that 
women's work should be studied from two points of view : 
The entire concept of women's work requires revalua-
tion. It should be studied in correct perspective. Generally 
24. Gogate, Sudha, 'Feminism and Sociology', in Maithreyi 
Krishna Raj (ed.) Women's Studies in India, Popular 
Prakashan, Bombay, 1986, p. 67. 
25. Ibid., p. 68. 
26. Ibid. 
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wanen are not allowed to go out and work and earn, which is 
merely expression of inequality prevailing in society. It 
is an alarming situation. It is imperative to improve the 
conditions of w<»nen*s work and create an appropriate atmos-
phere wherein wonen are granted equality through equal right 
to work. Further, feminine jobs are not at all inferior and 
should be given equal importance and weightage. Sudha Gogate 
also suggests certain ways to make "feminine work" easy and 
simple. Firstly such gadgets should be introduced which can 
reduce women's manual labour. Secondly, women should be 
allowed to adopt a career. Thirdly, men should share the 
household and family tasks. She also feels that status of 
women and her equality is crucially linked with (a) recogni-
tion and status for feminine tasks, b) recognition for 
regenerative functions or services rendered by the family 
xinit. 
The second important issue for Sudha Gogate is the 
method and approach which Women's Studies should employ in 
the researches. She considers the conventional methods and 
approaches generally employed in history and sociology as 
• inadequate to obtain the kind of information on wanen we 
28 
need". She prefers to employ comparative methods as "it 
helps to pull us out f rcsn our own stereotyped conceptuali-
sations, biased observations, provides new perspective, 
27. Ibid., p. 72. 
28. Ibid., p. 73. 
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restores our sensitivity and gives fresh insight into what 
29 is otherwise an over-femiliar phencxnenon". In this context 
she also finds the study of folklore and oral history nece-
ssary as they provide ample data on wcanen and also give 
insight to us to better xinderstand wcxnen's issues. 
DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN'S STUDIES : 
Women's Studies is an outccsne of a long struggle to 
raise the status of women and give them their just rights. 
The movement for women's uplift and women's awakening became 
effective in due course and thus, created awareness among 
women of their subordination and subjugation as well as their 
potentialities, abilities and rights. 
The wcxnen's movement popularly known as "feminist 
movement" started in the west. Consequently, Women's Studies 
was initiated in the United State of America. However, the 
feminist movement has deep historical roots. It was inspired 
by the French Revolution which "kindled the torch of Equality 
30 Liberty and Fraternity in 1789".^^ 
Baron D'Halbach, the great French Philosopher exposed 
the tyranny of man over women in 1770. The important French 
thinker Condorcet preached that the national education 
system should equally be applied to women. In 1791 a famous 
29. Ibid. 
30. Hate, C.A., Changing Status of Women in Post-Independence 
India, Allied Publishers, Pvt. Ltd., Bombay, 1969. 
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charter : "Declaration of the Rights of women" was published 
by Marie Olympe de Gouges which awakened the women. Mary 
31 
Wallstonecraft i>reathed new spirit in women when she pub-
lished the book entitled "A Vindication of Rights of Women" 
in 1792. She was bold enough to criticize the role of women 
in the home and questioned the institution of marriage that 
32 
made women tne slaves of men. She championed the cause of 
women and preached their transformation by education. The 
message of the book was neglected, but the "spirit of fight 
for rights continued due to Intellectual and social forces. 
The great liberal J.S. Mill Vehemently supported cause of 
women. He published a book namely 'Subjection of Women' and 
for the first time claimed equality for women. It opened the 
eyes of people in general and of the scholars and reformers 
in particular. However, no movement for women's rights could 
emerge and they had to lead a miserable life. In 1845 
Federich Engels has written his famous book, "The condition 
of working class in England", but it also could not change 
the fate of women. The supporters of women's rights received 
many jolts and it became difficult to resist the adverse 
forces. Only privileged women resisted these forces and 
defied the existing norms. In this context the name of 
Francis Wright (1792-1852) is important, who supported 
31. Wallstonecraft, Mary, A Vindication of the Rights of Women. 
Harmandsworth, Penguin Books, 1975. 
32. Mehta, Rama, Socio-leqal status of W^nen in India, 
Mittal Piiblications, Delhi, 1987. 
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advanced ideas of education in America. Similarly Barbara 
Bodichen (1827-1891) did tremendous work for improving the 
law of property right for women. The women social reformers 
and activists like Elizabeth Gaskel, Robert Cwen and Elizabeth 
Fry tried their best to bring about changes in women's position, 
The significant event that challenged the existing 
social order and initiated movement for reform was Seneca 
Falls Declaration of 1848. The two important women Elizebath 
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott organised the convention that 
challenged the existing laws relating to women particularly 
marriage laws, conditions of employment and property law. 
It played determinant role to organise women for initiating 
certain changes. Thus, two organizations became prominent 
in this context. The first was National Women's Suffrage 
Association (IWSA) and the second was American Women's 
suffraze Association (AWSA). They tried to change the state 
and federal laws about women. At the end of 19th century the 
ccxnpaign for women's rights in America and Europe became 
very prominent and concentrated all of its efforts to grant 
women right to vote which was considered essential for 
equality. In the same period certain rights were given to 
women through new enactments that entitled them for separation 
and alimony and granted them right to contrQl their own 
property and buy shares. These changes provided new opportuni-
ties to wcffnen and they got access to different professions, 
but they could not enjoy equality with men. 
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The women's movement was vigorously launched after 
1st World War and especially the compaign for women's voting 
rights was intensified during this period. The women finally 
got voting rights, firstly in America in 1920, secondly in 
Britain in 1829, and thirdly in France after World War Ilnd 
and recently in Switzerland. The women's movement was mainly 
associated with political rights, but apart frran that efforts 
were also made in other affairs to improve women's condition. 
After second world war the process of development was 
geared up in the United States. In this process of development 
women were also benefited. They received training got diplo-
mmas and degrees and emerged as potentially contributing 
citizens of the coxintry. They realised that they also can 
deliver the goods to the society, by optimally realising their 
potentialities in view of the equal opportxanities available 
to them. The awareness of their capacities and capabilities 
compelled them to think about the inadequacy of their tradi-
tional role. They became dissatisfied with their existing 
position and tried to bring about certain changes that could 
33 
meet the demands of modem times. Betty Frindan can be 
singled out in this connection for raising the voice of 
protest against the unacceptable conditions of wcxnen. Her 
famous work the "Feminist Mystique* was in fact a revolt 
against women's image as child bearing and child-rearing 
33. Frindan, Betty, The Feminist Mystique, VJ.W. Norton, 
New York, 1963. 
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persons. It became popular as it projected the feelings and 
ethos of young wanen of the time. Later on in the mid of 
1960's many movements were stajrted in the United States. The 
among 
important/them were agitation for equal opportunity to women 
and minorities; protest against the Veitnam War; Civil Rights 
Movements; Students Revolt against the current educational 
policies and the political system demanding greater partici-
pation of students. Many women participated in these movements 
and the rest of them were also concerned with these agitations 
because they were the daughters and wives of men who were 
leading these movements and actively involved in than. The 
participation and involvement of women in social movements 
made them realise sxibordination in their lives and they 
tried to change their position and became radical in their 
thinking and action. 
The changed intellectual and social scenario in the 
United States compelled women to think why they are not 
treated at par with mai and why they donot get the positions 
as men do. They realised on the basis of their experiences, 
that it is not due to something wrong with them, but due 
to the fact that they are "victims of an ideology" that 
34 defines what wcsnen can do and cannot do. women having the 
similar experiences, feelings and views were organised into 
34. Elliot, Carolyn, 'Women's Studies in the International 
Setting : Lessons for India', in Maithreyi Krishna Raj 
(ed.) Women's Studies in India ; Some Perspectives, 
Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 1986. 
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a group and they began to think over wcxnen's issues and 
t r i ed to find out an appropriate mechanism to improve women's 
s i tua t ion . They were also a t t rac ted towards curricula and 
questioned why women's issues are not included in tha t and 
why in different d isc ip l ines men's issues are the main subject 
of study. They considered i t inequality tha t they donot learn 
anything about women in loniversity cur r icu la . Apart from 
th i s a good nxanber of Ph.D. holding women did not get jobs . 
They f e l t tha t access of women to facul t ies and university 
departments as teachers are not accepted. They questioned the 
appropriation of most of the scholarships by male scholars. 
They f e l t t ha t wcanen should have equal opportiinities in 
university facu l t i es both as students and faculty members. 
Otherwise the impresoion goes around tha t men master the 
academic scenario and women play only a peripheral ro le . 
Women also demanded to include women's problems, pol ic ies 
and programmes in universi ty curr icula . However, the prac t ica l 
problem to be deal t with was the ava i l ab i l i t y of material 
for teaching and curriculum purposes from women's point of 
view. This p rac t i ca l need actuated voluminous researcn on 
various facets of women's l ives with a view to provide 
adequate and appropriate material for xindergraduate and 
post-graduate s tudies a t various colleges and l in ivers i t ies . 
Thus, Women's issues were f inal ly prominantly featured in 
university sy l l eb i . 
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INDIAN SITUATION : 
India too has been influenced by world wide movenent 
of women and consequently women's issues and problems do 
prominantly feature on national agenda. The international 
wcffien's year 1975 and the subsequent 10 years as International 
Women's Decade highlighted the women's issues, stimulated 
women's struggle and tonned up organisational structure to 
change the position of women and enabled them to contribute 
more constructively in Indian society. Thus, the International 
Women's Decade enlightened Indian women about their position 
and made them active to fight for their rights. They became 
more interested in various aspects of women's issues. The 
women's movement and the struggle for their rights in India 
has a long history. It was initiated in the mid-nineteenth 
century and became more active and purposive when it was 
directed against the British rule during freedom movement 
particularly from 1920 to 1940."'^ It was revitalised in 1960 
when it was realised that the mechanism developed by our 
indigeneous ruling elite for Just and equitable overall 
development of wcanen is not adequately implemented and fruits 
of freedom and development are not reaching them. The weak-
ness of developmental programmes was exposed and they were 
shown to be inadequate to provide equal available opportuni-
ties to women. It was considered due to predominantly 
35. Desai, Neera, Women in Modem India, Vora and Co Publi-
shers Pvt. Ltd., Bombay, 1977. 
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"pro-property and masculine — patriarchal character of 
Indian social structure". 
The International Decade opened new avenues when 
significant segments of wanen raised their voices against 
oppression and exploitation and made concentrated efforts 
to stop such harrasment and make women fruitful members of 
society. In the same context Women's Studies was initiated 
in India and the expression is frequently used by women 
protagonists to highlight various facets of women's issues. 
In the same year i.e. 1975 Women's studies emerged as a 
focal point in the academic world. It attracted attention 
of the activists, academicians, intellectuals and planners 
37 
when the important document 'Towards Equality' of the 
investigation carried out by the conimittee on the status 
of Women in Indi-a (opSWI) was published. The document exposed 
women's position which was still grim even after . S years 
of independence. They were found in low paid jobs, working 
long hours and bearing full responsibility of household work. 
It was also found that most of the women work in family, 
production units without any wages. This challenged the 
existing complecency about Indian women's position and 
problems. It further enabled women to realise their position 
36. Desai, A.R., 'Women's Movement in India : An Assessment,' 
Economic and Political Weekly, June 8, 1985, p. 999. 
37. Committee on the Status of Women : Towards Equality. 
Ministry of social welfare. Govt, of India, New Delhi, 
1974. 
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correctly and question their own situation. The ICSSR in 
1976, felt the need of more materials on women and as 
such encouraged studies on wcsnen in the poor and weaker 
sections of Indian society to have better understanding of 
women's issues and plight of women in lower classes. The 
studies, thus conducted in the realms of family, household, 
women's work etc. helped to a great extent in developing new 
.find ^ ^ 
perspective. Unfortunately it could not/access in academic 
institutions. The incorporation of women's issues in the 
academia, as pointed by Neera Desai, has not been the result 
of outside pressure brought by women's movement, but due to 
3B 
the initiative of a few concerned academicians. She consi-
dered it an important issue for research. The first National 
Conference on Wranen's Studies held in 1981 found it necessary 
to incorporate women's issues in the curricula. Similarly, 
the meeting of experts on Women's Studies and social-science 
organised by UNESCO in 1982 clearly specified that the main 
idea behind Women's Studies is to make women visible in the 
curricula. It was strongly felt that we should be very much 
particular about the fact that wc»nen are not misrepresented 
or mystified while we initiate studies and researches on 
women's issues. The committee also observed and «nphasized 
that the disciplines like Sociology history and Politics 
which took initiative to highlight women's status and 
38. Desai, Neera, 'Women's Studies in India : An Over View' 
in Maithreji Krishna Raj (ed.) Women's Studies in India : 
Some Perspective, Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 1986. 
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other issues failed to provide "women's perspective" which 
they must develop. 
The significant problem in Women's Studies in India 
is the development of new perspective which is felt nece-
ssary and stressed largely time and again by the exponents 
of Women's Studies. It by and large relates to the new 
emphasis on exposing the oppression and exploitation of women 
and concentrates on overall improvement and transformation 
39 
of women. Veena Mazxjmdar discussed the nature of new 
perspective and explained three main ingredients of this 
perspective. The first ingredient of this perspective acco-
rding to her is the assertion of plurality. She finds that 
Indian society is a plural one comprising different religious, 
regional, linguistic and cultural traditions that deter-
mine the roles, lives, and oppression of women in society. 
It is, thus, necessary to have adequate knowledge about these 
traditions." The knowledge will help us to reassess women's 
role in the light of new changes and new situations. 
The second ingredient is to introduce future oriented 
calculation. In this context she prefers to consider questions: 
"what will happen if no body does anything and allow the 
laissezfaire attitude to continue, what Sould happen with 
intervention, who should intervene". ,,? 
39. Mazxandar, Veena,'Women's Studies in Indian Perspective', 
in Maithreyi Krishna Raj (ed.) Women's Studies in India: 
Some Perspective, Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 1986, 
40. IMd. 
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The third ingredient of the new perspective is the 
ideological clarity. She firmly asserts that women should 
have a say in deciding what sort of a future they want to 
have. She observes that "what kind of society we want is as 
much an issue as the kind of future we want for our women". 
In fact, in the transformation of wcxnen an ideological 
committment is necessary that assure women^s equality and 
respectable status based on equity and justice. 
To achieve these goals there is a need of immediate 
emphasis to be given by the academicians to this field. 
Though women's decade did attract the attention of some of 
the scholars to this area, but still it requires more efforts 
and concentration. This study has made a humble effort to 
review the existing literature in the area of Women's 
Studies. 
The main objective of the study is to provide accu-
mulated material of the efforts done in this area for the 
purpose of further comparative studies and to highlight the 
neglected areas. The entire literature has been categorised 
into six chapters so as to identify various important areas 
of women's studies. The first chapter is the Introductive portion 
The second chapter entitled, 'Major Thrust of Women's 
Studies' highlight various areas in which significant contri-
butions have been registered by social scientists and 
40. Ibid. 
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scholars of Women's studies. It brings out the important 
issues that have been deliberated upon through intensive 
and extensive contemporary sociological investigation. 
The thixdl chapter, 'Status of Women' summarizes the 
important studies carried out by social scientists in which 
various factors pertaining to women's status have been 
critically analysed. 
The, foijtthchapter 'Women and Education* brings out 
through the review of various studies the significant role 
played by education in raising the status of women. 
The flvth , chapter entitled "Women at work" reviews 
various important studies on women's contribution to Indian 
economy, with a view to make wcxnen's work academically 
visible. 
Finally, the'conclusion'gives a retrospective overview 
of the whole dissertation. 
It is hoped that a review of important studies on 
women* s status, education and work will be a fruitful contri-
bution towards inviting more academic attention on women's 
problems and thereby serve a socially meaningful purpose. 
Chapter ~ II "' 
MAJOR THRUST OF WOMEN'S STUDIES 
There is such a wide range of material available on 
women all over the world that it is rather difficult to 
analyze and classify it. In most of the early literature 
women are projected as goddess, fairy, embodiment of unique 
and superior qualities or symbol of fortxine. The anamoly 
is that though she is considered as a super-human being 
yet as a simple human individual she has always been a 
target of oppression and exploitation. She is denied of 
her rightful place in the world. The main cause of all this 
is the desire of men to dominate and to maintain their 
superiority over wanen from times immemorial. 
Women as underprivileged group attracted the attention 
of scholars who studied them from various angles, social, 
political, economic and psychological. They pointed out 
the factors that make women oppressed and subjugated. 
Thus women emerged as a subject of great interest for 
scholars and social scientists, who probed into social 
structure to find out the dynamics of women's oppression 
in order to have better understanding of the problem. 
There are different images of women. The important 
among them is the traditional one which consider that the 
role of women is confined to the four walls of the hone. 
She is the central point of family organisation and thus. 
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is the house-keeper. She is supposed to strengthen the 
family ties and family pattern by way of supporting male 
head of the family. Thus, the major roles which she has to 
perform are as mother and wife. Consequently she enjoys two 
major statuses in society which are too demanding and time-
consuming to allow her to enact other roles and involve 
in other activities. The household work of women also 
involves bearing and rearing of children. These are specia-
lised activities but not considered as productive because 
they are not remunerative. However, the area of women's 
oppression is limited to the boundaries of house. They are 
not even required to get education. These roles are legiti-
mised when they are sanctioned by religion. Religious codes 
developed in this context further relegated women to sub-
ordinate position. 
The position of women varies from society to society 
and region to region. Hamsa^ observes that in upper class 
the taboos and norms dealing with women are more harsh and 
rigid. If we move towards lower strata we find the situation 
comparatively better as they contribute to economic activity 
and add to the incone of family. 
Western societies in the wake of development and 
modem changes restructured their economic and social setup 
1. Hamsa, N. Women's Studies in India ; A Status Paper, 
Paper prepared for the Indian Council of Social Science 
Research, New Delhi, .n.d. 
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and created jobs in productive units. As a matter of fact, 
women were also attracted towards those jobs and their 
involvement in remunerative employment began to increase 
day by day« 
When Indian society initiated developmental process 
and introduced modem education, it brought about certain 
changes in the life pattern of its masses, Indian elites 
were impressed by western culture where women enjoyed 
equal position with men and got equal rights and privileges. 
They became interested in improving the position of women 
and tried to free them from subjugation and sxibordination. 
They also condemned the customs and traditions which rele-
gated women to lower position and denied them of their just 
and appropriate rights. They tried to create awakening among 
the people about the oppression and exploitation of women. 
Certain reformative movements came into being and efforts 
were made to change women's situation. Later on, the freedom 
movement provided greater impetus to wonen to fight for 
their rights and to bring changes in their position. Various 
thinkers and social scientists discussed and explained the 
nature of this movement. The important studies, in this 
2 3 4 5 
context, are : Natarajan , Heimsath , D'Lima and Devendra . 
2. Natarajain, S,, A century of Social Reform in India, 
Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 1959. 
3. Heimsath, C , Indian Nationalism and Hindu Social Reform, 
Princeton University Press, Prtceton, 1964. 
4. D'Lima, Hazel, VJomen in local Government ; A study of 
Maharashtra, Concept Publishing Co, Delhi, 1983. 
5. Davendra, Kiran, Status and Position of Women in India, 
Shakti Books, DelHT, 19bb. ' "" 
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Simi la r ly Minault and Lateef described at length reforms 
and changes on Muslim women. The Indian i n t e l l e c t u a l s also 
emphasized the p o t e n t i a l i t y and power of women and impressed 
o the r s by t h e i r w r i t i n g s t o inprove women's cond i t i on . 
Thus, many important works were wri t ten desc r ib ing the 
pos i t ion of women in Indian s o c i e t y . These works not only 
provided re l evan t mater ia l t o imderstand women's s i t u a t i o n 
in the country bvrt they a l so influenced and motivated o the rs 
to I n i t i a t e such s t u d i e s . These works are considered as 
precussor t o women's S t u d i e s . These s tud ies gene ra l ly d e a l t 
with women from reformis t po in t of view. Mazurodar and 
8 9 
Sharma and D*Lima produced such pioneer ing work. Besides 
we also find var ious w r i t i n g s on wonen desc r ib ing t h e i r 
pos i t ion and exp la in ing t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . One of such 
10 
wr i t ings i s t h a t of Kxomar. 
Dif ferent Phases of wonen *3 S tud ies : 
Much has been wr i t t en on women and a l a rge v a r i e t y 
of l i t e r a t u r e has been produced on them. The themes and 
problems h igh l igh ted and the nature and aspec t s d e a l t with 
6. Minault , Gail ( e d . ) , The Extended Family ; women and 
P o l i t i c a l P a r t i c i p a t i o n in India and Pakis"can, Chankya 
P u b l i c a t i o n s , New Delh i , 1984. 
7 . Lateef, Shahida, The S ta tus and Role of Women in a 
Minority community ; Case of Muslims in Ind ia , ICSSR 
New Delh i , 1984. — — . 
8. Mazumdar, Vina and Kumi^ i Sharma, 'New percep t ions in 
Women's S t u d i e s ' , Economic and P o l i t i c a l weekly,vol . 14, 
No. 3. """"^ ' ' 
9. p p . c l t . , Kazel , D'Lima, 
10. Kumar, Ravinder, ' fo rword ' , in Kiran Devender. S t a tus and 
pos i t i on of women in Ind ia , s h a k t i Books, Delhi , 1985, 
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by these s t u d i e s d i f f e r from time t o t ime . Kamsa divided 
the e n t i r e l i t e r a t u r e produced on women in to three phases 
according to t h e i r focus and q u a l i t y . They are as follows : 
1. From the end of the l a s t century t o independence 
(1890-1947). 
2. From independence to I n t e r n a t i o n a l women's year 
(1947-1975). 
3 . IntematdLonal Women's decade (1975-1965). 
These phases are important as they provide explana t ions 
of p a r t i c u l a r aspec ts and problems of women which were 
considered s i g n i f i c a n t . The f i r s t phase i s marked by 
socia l reform and welfare a c t i v i t i e s . The t h i n k e r s / r e f o r -
mers and l e a a e r s were much concerned with the d isgraceful 
pos i t ion of women in soc i e ty . They t r i e d t h e i r bes t from 
t h e o r e t i c a l as well as p r a c t i c a l l e v e l t o improve t h e i r 
pos i t iop and i n i t i a t e cons t ruc t ive changes in t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 
In t h i s phase of h i s t o r y important women l e a d e r s emerged 
and i n i t i a t e d women's movement. They mobil ised women in 
the freedom movement. Much of the l i t e r a t u r e during t h i s 
period was concerned with the s t a t u s of women and explained 
how i t var ied from time t o t ime . I t h igh l igh ted the f a c t o r s 
t h a t affected women's s t a t u s and explained the condi t ions 
in \i^ich i t can be improved. As such, seve ra l s tud ie s 
being 
were produced, the impojrtant among thenvthe works of 
13 , O p . c i t . , N. Hamsa. 
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Altekar'^^ and Thomas^•^. They peeped in to the p a s t , analyzed 
h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l s and explained the p rospec t s and 
r e t r o s p e c t s of Women's S t u d i e s . Das Gupta l i s t e d a s e r i e s 
of works produced in t h i s d i r e c t i o n , s i m i l a r l y s.N.D.T. 
women's u n i v e r s i t y produced an exhaust ive b ib l iography 
on women in Ind ia . The s t u d i e s re fe r red t o above, are 
based on r e l i g i o u s t e x t s and explain how people t r e a t women, 
and develop a p a r t i c u l a r view point abo\jt them. They 
ex tens ive ly e l abo ra t e the r e l i g i o u s t e x t s t h a t deal with 
women. These s t u d i e s point out t h a t the s t a t u s of women 
was qui te high in the vedic per iod as they were adorned 
and revered dxye t o ce r t a in values prevalent dur ing t h a t 
age. The s t a t u s of women gradual ly d e t e r i o r a t e d dijring the 
Dharm-Shastra and medevial pe r iods due to the changes t h a t 
took place in the va lues . They h ighl igh ted and appreciated 
the ro le of soc ia l reformers l i k e Raja Ram Mohan Roy who 
t r i e d to abol i sh oppression and e x p l o i t a t i o n of women. They 
c i t ed vedas which held women in high esteemed and gave more 
freedom and provided b e t t e r oppor tun i t i e s to them. At t h a t 
time women could gain educa t ion , widows were permit ted to 
12. Al tekar , A . S . , Posi t ion of women in Hindu c i v i l i z a t i o n , 
iMotilal Banarasidas , Delh i , 1^38. 
13 . Thomas, P . , Indian tjoroen Through the Ages, Asia Publ i sh-
ing House, Bombay, 1964. 
14. Dasgupta, Kalpana ( e d . ) , women on the Indian Scene, 
Abhinav P u b l i c a t i o n s , New Delh i , 1976, p p . 39-58. 
15. SNDT women's Univers i ty , A s e l e c t Bibliography on 
Worren in Ind i a , All ied Pub l i she r s , Delh i , ( n . d . ) . 
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remarry and ch i ld-marr iage was not p r e v a l e n t . These 
stxadies inspiired women to comeout of the conf ines of home 
and a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e in women's movement. 
The second phase a t t r a c t e d the a t t e n t i o n of wr i t e r s 
and reformers towards wonen's iss\aes. The r o l e played by 
women in the s t rugg le for freedom was apprecia ted and 
recognised by l e a d e r s and w r i t e r s . After independence 
ser ious e f f o r t s were made t o solve t h e problems of women 
and improve t h e i r cond i t ions . As a r e s u l t many w r i t e r s and 
th inkers expressed t h e i r concern towards women's i s sues and 
wrote ex t ens ive ly on women's problems. 
The o t h e r important development t h a t took place in the 
period was the r i g h t t o e q u a l i t y and freedom granted to 
wonen, Indian c o n s t i t u t i o n granted e q u a l i t y t o a l l c i t i z e n s 
and as such wonen were given equa l i t y of oppor tuni ty in a l l 
f i e l d s . For t h i s purpose c e r t a i n ac t s were passed t o grant 
cer ta in r i g h t s and enable them t o lead a d ign i f i ed l i f e . 
The Hindu Marriage Act 1955 and Hindu Succession Act 1956 
granted women the r i g h t t o divorce and the r i g h t to i n h e r i t 
proper ty , s i m i l a r l y / the factory laws passed by the govern-
ment assured the p ro t ec t ion of women. The Factory Act 1948 
and the Mines Act 1951 proh ib i t ed over work and exempted 
women from n igh t work. At the same time i t was also f e l t 
t h a t education was necessary to change the s t a t u s of women. 
The government planned a po l i cy and programmes to e rad ica t e 
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the I l l i t e r acy from the masses in general and from wonen 
in pa r t i cu la r . 
The literatxore produced dxoring t h i s period explained 
how the position of worten can be changed and what other 
protective measure can be adopted in t h i s d i rec t ion . During 
the same period, the way women were gett ing posi t ions in 
public offices and contributing to the nation-building 
ac t i v i t i e s reinforced the changes desired. The incorporation 
of women into economic mainstream of the nation was hailed 
as a f rui t ful measure by the stvjdies under consideration. 
The in t e l l ec tua l s also real ised that the r ights and 
privileges given to women were not fully implemented and 
a gap persisted between promise and r e a l i t y . Thus, they 
studied the factors that created hinderances in rea l i s ing 
const i tut ional goals of equa l i ty . Many seminars and sympo-
siums were held during the period. They analysed the women's 
si tuation and t r i ed to point out the factors tha t retard 
worren's progress and create hinderances to implemenr pol ic ies 
and programmes on women. Much l i t e r a tu r e on women's problems 
was produced as a resu l t of discussions held in symposiums 
and seminars. In the same context many studies were 
conducted to understand the short f a l l s in women's perfor-
mance in different f i e lds . They also suggested measures 
that should be adopted to a t ta in equality between sexes. 
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T h i s i s e v i d e n t from the s t u d i e s conducted by Razia^^, 
Nat ional Council of women in India^^, Ramchandren and 
Ranade^®, Wasi^^ and Rathore^^, They t r i e d t o f ind out 
t h e causes r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c r e a t i n g i n e q u a l i t y and fovind 
t h a t the preva l en t s o c i a l norms and lack of educat ion and 
economic dependence vere the main fac tors for the i n f e r i o r 
s t a t u s of women. They cons idered i t necessary t o remove 
these f a c t o r s in order t o achieve the goal of women's 
emancipat ion. Another s e t of s t u d i e s d i s c u s s e d women's 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n in educat ion and %iK3rkforce, The stxjdies 
21 22 23 
conducted by Kapxor ^ Bhasin and Sahai are important 
in t h i s contex t which e x p l a i n how these r e c e n t changes 
a f f ec t ed the p o s i t i o n and r o l e of women in I n d i a . 
1 6 . Razia^ I s m a i l , "Recent Trends in women's Employment', 
women on March, v o l . 7 , No, 10 , 1963. 
1 7 . National counc i l of women in India, Long Term Edixrational 
and_Trainijig programme f o r the Advancement of women" 
in Jjidia, Nat ional Council of women in I n d i a , Bombay,1967. 
18 . Ramchandran, P. and S.M. Rande, women and Ennoloyment, 
Tata Ihst i tx i te of s o c i a l S c i e n c e s , Bombay, 1970. 
1 9 . was i , Mxoriel ( e d . ) . Educated woman in Indian '^ocietv 
Today, Tata McGraw H i l l Publ i sh ing Co, New D e l h i , 1911. 
20 . Rathore, prabha. Employment among Educated wonaen s ince 
the F i r s t Five Year P l a n , Unpi:iblished Ph.D. t h e s i s , 
saugar U n i v e r s i t y , Saugar, (n .d . ) 
2 1 . Kapur, Prami l la , Marriage and working women in Ind ia , 
Vikas Px±>lishing House, D e l h i , 1970. 
2 2 . Bhasin, Kamla (ed . ) , P o s i t i o n of women in I n d i a , 
Indian Book Company, Bombay, 1979, 
2 3 . s a h a i , S . N . , women in changing s o c i e t y . M i t t a l P u b l i -
c a t i o n s , D e l h i , 1985, p p . 152-164. 
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Apart from t h e -thene d i s c u s s e d above we a l s o f i n d 
s tx id ies r e l a t i n g t o t h e r o l e of women in freedom s t r u g g l e . 
Kaur d i s c u s s e d a t l e n g t h t h e r o l e performed by women In 
freedom s t r u g g l e , she h i g h l i g h t e d t h a t women were n o t behind 
25 
men in p a r t i c i p a t i n g n a t i o n a l movement, s i m i l a r l y S h a s t r i 
and Dasgupta a l s o e x p l a i n e d t h e impor tan t a c t i v i t i e s 
i n i t i a t e d and performed by women which de t e rmined t h e f u t u r e 
d i r e c t i o n of t h e n a t i o n , c e r t a i n b i o g r a p h i e s of prominent 
women were a l s o produced in t h i s p e r i o d which h i g h l i g h t e d 
t h e r o l e p l a y e d by woman in t h e g e n e r a l and b road I n t e r e s t s 
of s o c i e t y . 
In t h e t h i r d p h a s e , which b e g i n s from t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
women's y e a r , v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of women's i s s u e s were h i g h -
l i g h t e d . In 1975 a t t h e eve of I n t e r n a t i o n a l women's Year 
a committee was setxip which c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h e s t a t u s of 
women. I t s r e p o r t in which comprehensive d a t a on women was 
p r e s e n t e d I s a landmark in t h e h i s t o r y of women's s t u d i e s . 
I t d i s c u s s e d t h e s u b j e c t s l i k e women and e d u c a t i o n , women 
and law, women and j x j l i t i c s , women and economic a c t i v i t e s , 
women and s o c i e t y , women and media e t c . The r e p o r t , however, 
r e v e a l e d t h a t o v e r a l l s t a t u s of women i s law in I n d i a though 
2 4 . Kaur , Manmohan, Role of women in Freedom Movement, 
S t e r l l i n g P x i b l i s h e r s , D e l h i , 1968. 
2 5 . S h a s t r i , S h a k u n t a l a Rao, Women in t h e Sac red Laws, 
Bhar tya Vidhya B^avan, Bombay, 1970. 
2 6 . O p . c i t . , Dasgup ta . 
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v a r i o u s a t t e m p t s and p r o v i s i o n s wer^ made t o improve t h e i r 
p o s i t i o n . The re a re sone a r e a s p a r t i c x i l a r l y employment where 
t h e s i t u a t i o n h a s m a r g i n a l l y improved. T h u s , t h e obv ious 
q u e s t i o n s a re : why women were n o t ab l e t o ach ieve t h e 
d e s i r e d end i n s p l t e of the f a c i l i t i e s p r o v i d e d by t h e govern-
ment 7, why were t h e y s t i l l b e i n g e jcp lo i t ed i n s p l t e of l e g a l 
p r o t e c t i o n ? what was t h e cause f o r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ? e t c . I t 
was c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y t o know t h e f a c t o r s t h a t p r e v e n t 
women from t a k i n g f u l l b e n e f i t from l e g a l and s o c i a l p r o v i s i o n s . 
In t h e l i g h t of t h e above q-uest lons women's S t t jd ies 
in t h i s p e r i o d t r i e d t o f i nd o u t t h e answers of t h e s e 
q u e s t i o n s r a i s e d in t h e i r epo r t , Thus# r e s e a r c h e r s in the 
l i g h t of t o t a l t h a t s t u d i e d t h o s e q u e s t i o n s . The r e s u l t was 
t h a t a g r e a t d e a l of d i s c u s s i o n and d e b a t e on q u e s t i o n s of 
approach and p e r s p e c t i v e f o r t h e s tudy of women took p l a c e . 
27 58 29 
Mazxundar and Sharma , J a i n and K r i s h n a Raj c o n s i d e r e d 
t h e s e is3\:ies and emphasized t h e need of d e v e l o p i n g new 
approach t o s t u d y women's p rob lem, s i m i l a r l y , t h e UN d e c l a r a -
t i o n of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l women's Itecade a t t r a c t e d t h e 
a t t e n t i o n of t h i n k e r s and r e f o r m e r s on women's p rob lem. The 
s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s in t h e whole world t h o u g h t i t n e c e s s a r y 
27 . Maztimdar, Vina and Kumud sharma, 'New P e r c e p t i o n s in 
women's S t i x J i e s ' , Economic and P o l i t i c a l weekly , v o l , 14 , 
No. 3 , 1979 . 
2 8 . J a i n , D e v a k i , 'New Approach t o t h e s t u d y of women. 
Mains t ream, v o l . 20, No. 38, 1981 . . 
29 . Kr i shna R a j , M a i t h r e y i , 'Research on women in t h e 
s e v e n t i e s s where do we go from h e r e ' , s . N . D . T . v;omen's 
U n i v e r s i t y , Bombay, n . d . 
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•to col lect relevant data on women and develop women's 
Stvidles as a s c i en t i f i c d isc ip l ine to achieve the t a rge t 
of progress and betterraent of women. In India thinkers and 
social scientist:s# research organisations and academic 
ins t i tu t ions expressed t h e i r concern to promote research 
in t h i s area. In some important c i t i e s special ins t i tu t ions 
were set-up to i n i t i a t e s tudies on women. Thus, women's 
Studies in the country began t o develop. 
Major Thrust s 
woinen's Studies as discussed e a r l i e r i s a d i s t i n c t 
d i sc ip l ine , women's StxKiies took cognizance of various 
aspects of women's l i f e and discxissed issues and problems 
re la t ing to them, A close analysis of the major subjects and 
themes discussed by women 's Studies helped us to locate 
major areas of the study, Hamsa points out ten major areas 
of women's Studies, They are t 
1, General Survey ; 
In general survey the main thrust of l i t e r a t u r e 
produced was the over-al l position of women. In the beginning 
the thinkers and wri ters discussed the s ta tus of woiaen in 
h i s to r i ca l perspective and re l ied mostly on re l ig ious t e x t s . 
In some of the studies the wri ters explained the posit ion 
of women in re l ig ious framework and in different periods of 
30, Op,c i t , , Hamsa, 
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h i s t o r y . Altekar^^, j a f r i ^ ^ and Law^"' exp la ined wonen's 
p o s i t i o n In d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s of h i s t o r y Influenced by 
r e l i g i o u s Ideo logy . Dutta^^ and chakravartl^^ pointed out 
the concept of womanhood as e laborated In r e l i g i o u s t e x t s . 
Gupta^ exp la ined the r o l e s which wonen had t o perform In 
d i f f e r e n t c a p a c i t i e s . He d i s c u s s e d the d u t i e s of wonen as 
daughter, wi fe and mother. Further , Gupta and Bader 
explained dress# customs, b e l i e f s and the r e l i g i o u s r i t u a l s 
which women were expected t o observe . Murdock was concerned 
with the f a c t o r s t h a t ^retarded women's S t u d i e s . He a l s o 
suggested some measures t o improve t h e i r s t a t u s . In some 
s t u d i e s at tempts were made t o compare -the s t a t u s of women 
with t h e i r coxinterparts in B r i t a i n , U.S.A. and other western 
c o u n t r i e s . Maharanl of Baroda and Mltra made t h i s comparison 
31 . Al tekar , A . S . , P o s i t i o n of women In Hindu c i v i l i z a t i o n , 
Mot i la l Banarasl Das, D e l h i , 1938. 
32. J a f r l , S .N .A . , •women in India* , Asian R e v i e w , v o l . 3 4 , 1938, 
33. Law, B . C . , women in Bhiadhist Literatxare, w.E.Bast ian , 
Colombo, 1927. 
34. Dutta, M.N., Heroins of India , s o c i e t y f o r the r e s u s c l -
t l t i o n of Indian l i t e r a t u r e , Calcxitta, 1968. 
35 . Chakravartl , T . , 'Main women Characters in the Mahabarta* 
in Swami Madhavanda ana R.c.~ Mazumaar ^ecls.) Gireat: wonen 
of India , Mayavati Advaita Ashram, 1953. 
36. Gupta, B .A . , Pos i t i on of women among Hindus, Muslims, 
Buddhist and j a l n s , superIntendep-t Government p r i n t i n g , 
Calcxitta, 1901 , 
37. O p . c l t . , Gu|>ta. 
38 . Bader, c . , Women in Ancient India , Moral and l i t e r a r y 
s t u d i e s , the chowkhamba Sanskri t s e r i e s Of£ lce ,Varanas l , 
1964. 
39 . Murdock, J . , women of India and what could be Done for 
Them, Chr i s t ian Vernacxilar s o c i e t y , Madras, 1988. 
40 . Maharanl of Baroda, H,H. and S.M. Mltra, The P o s i t i o n of 
women in Indian L i f e , Neeraj Publ i sh ing House, D e l h i , 
1981. 
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and a l so sugges ted what Indian women could l e a r n from west . 
The reformative novements ixifluenced t h e people in general 
and women In p a r t i c u l a r t o think over women's problems 
and t h u s , c r e a t e d an awareness among wonen. The s t u d i e s at 
t h i s time e x p r e s s e d much concern with the problems and 
s o c i a l e v i l s which d e t e r i o r a t e d the cond i t i on of women. 
some t h i n k e r s po in ted out the ro l e of s o c i a l reformers to 
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change women's c o n d i t i o n . In t h i s context Chattopadhyaya 
and cous ins are important. They a l s o d i s c u s s e d the organi -
s a t i o n s which are working f o r women's we l fare and pointed 
out the s a l i e n t featxares of women's movement. 
The t h r u s t o f women's S t u d i e s was s l i g h t l y changed 
a f t e r independence. The p o s i t i o n of women through the ages 
was s t i l l cons idered important and continued t o be d i scussed 
by t h i n k e r s . Thomas and j a y a l continued the t r a d i t i o n . 
Apart from t h i s # contemporary issvtes and problems a l so 
at taacted the a t t e n t i o n of t h i n k e r s and s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s 
who expla ined d i f f e r e n t f a c e t s of the problem. Tara Salg 
41 . Chattopadhyaya, Kamaladevi, The Awakening of Indian 
Women, Everyman's P r e s s , Madras, 19 39. 
4 2 . Cousins, Margret, Indian womenhood Today, K i t a b i s t a n , 
Allahabad, 1947. 
4 3 . Thomas, P . , Indian women Through the Ages , Asia Publ i sh-
ing House, Bombay,1964. 
44 . Jayal , S . S . , S t a t u s of women in E p i c s , M o t i l a l Banarasi-
das , D e l h i , 1966. 
4 5 . Baig, Tara A l l (ed.) , women of India , Pxoblication 
D i v i s i o n , D e l h i , 1958. 
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explained the r o l e played by woinen In soc ia l l i f e of the 
country , sengupta**® pointed out the women's a s p i r a t i o n s , 
hopes and dreams which they associa ted with t h e independence. 
Sone of the s t u d i e s d e a l t with r o l e of women in freedom 
movement e . g . sengupta ( a )^^ , (b)*®, Chattopadhyaya . 
Asthana^^ expressed s o l i d a r i t y with women's movement for 
e q u a l i t y and b e t t e r cond i t i ons . Some w r i t e r s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Chattopadhyaya^^ and Shr i Devi s tudied the f a c i l i t i e s 
enjoyed by women and measures i n i t i a t e d for t h e i r inprove-
ment. CSiattopadyaya^^, Hate ( a ) ^ ^ , (b)^^ , Deshmukh^ and 
Goyal^^ expla ined the ro l e of women in developmental 
programmes p a r t i c u l a r l y community development and na t i ona l 
extension p r o j e c t s . However, the suDjects d i scussed by 
o the r s were problems confronted by women in the wake of 
46 . sengupta . P . , women of Ind ia , I n t e r n a t i o n a l Service of 
Ind ia , De lh i , 1947. 
47 . Ib id . 
4 8. sengupta. P . , The s to ry of women of Ind ia , India 3ook Co, 
Delh i , 1974. 
49. Chattopadyaya, Kamladevi, S ta tus of women in India , 
Indian Council of world Af fa i r s , New De lh i , 1947. 
50. Asthana, P . , v^men's Movement in Ind ia , v ikas Publ i sh-
ing House, De lh i , 1974. 
5 1 . O p . c i t . , Chattopadhyaya, 1939, 
5 2. Shr i Devi, S . , A Century of Indian womanhood, Rao and 
Raghavan, Mysore, 1965. 
53 . O p . c i t . , Chattopadhyaya, 1947. 
54. Hate , c « , Hindu women and Her fu tu r e . New Book Co. , 
Bombay, 1948. 
55 . Hate, C , Changing S ta tus of Womenin Post-Independence 
India , Al l i ed Pxablishers, Bombay, 1969. 
56 . Deshmukh, Durgabai, 'NewDimensions df Women's Life in 
I n d i a ' , s o c i a l welfare , vo l . 3, No. 9, 1956. 
57. Goyal, S , , "E f f e c t ive Ut 11 iz a t ion of Women Pov^er Resources 
i n l h d i a ' , AIIC Economic Review, v o l . 2 0 . No.3 , 1968. 
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e g 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s (Desai) and problems in the u t i l i z a t i o n 
of women's power resource (Goyal » Wasi and Hate ) , 
In the i n t e r n a t i o n a l women's year women in d i f f e r e n t 
s e t t i n g s were st ix i led in order t o have comprehensive data 
and knowledge about women's issx^es. Jain observed t h a t 
the problems of women were q u i t e d i f f e r e n t and thus required 
d i f f e r e n t s o l u t i o n s . I t was f e l t necessary to look at 
women's s t a t u s both within the family and out s ide and to 
analyse i t in d i f f e r e n t spheres of women's l i f e . 
Other t h i n k e r s a l so s tud ied educat ional« economic 
and s o c i a l I s s u e s of women and analysed the changes t h a t 
took place in the s t a t u s and r o l e of women a f t e r introducing 
cer ta in measures by the s o c i e t y . They a l so considered the 
s t ra tegy which should be adopted to achieve the d e s i r e d goal , 
Recent ly B a i g ' s I n d i a ' s women Power became inportant 
which d i s c u s s e d the fxitxjre p r o s p e c t s of women's development 
5 8. Desa i , Neer, women in Modem India» vora and Co . , 
Bombay, 1957, 
59 . O p . c i t . , 3 , Goyal. 
60. O p . c i t . , Muriel wasi . 
61 . O p . c i t . , C. Hate, 1969. 
62 . J a i n , Devki (Qd. ) , Indian Women, Publ icat ion D i v i s i o n 
Minis try of Information and Broadcast ing, New D e l h i , 
1975 . 
6 3 . Baig, Tara A l i , Indias women Power, S. Chand and Co, 
D e l h i , 1976. 
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in Ind ia . Devendra^^ discussed the l i f e of Indian wotren 
in the contemporary s e t i ^ . The study threw l i g h t on the 
changes brought aboxjt in women's pos i t ion by measures taken 
by government. I t was suggested t h a t the s t a t u s and pos i t ion 
of women cannot be s tudied in i s o l a t i o n from soc i a l p ro -
cesses . They agreed t h a t women's Studies must be looked at 
within the con tex t of I n d i a ' s c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n and 
e thos and o v e r a l l stage of soc i a l development, Davendra 
observed t h a t any mature and respons ib le at tempt t o stxidy 
feminism and women's r i g h t s would do well t o keep in mind 
t h a t t he g e n e r a l l y unemanicipated s t a t u s of women i s a 
r e f l ec t ion of unemanicipated natiure of Indian s o c i e t y . I t 
±3 not as i f the whole soc ie ty minus the women has r e a l i s e d 
i t s emancipat ion. 
2, women and p o l i t i c a l Process s 
Independence gave more freedom and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s 
t o women, but t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in p o l i t i c a l process i s 
not equal t o men. we have a few s tud i e s on women's p a r t i c i -
pation in p o l i t i c a l process in pre-independence era. / some 
of the s t ud i e s explained the p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s enjoyed by 
64. Op . c i t , Kiran Devendra. 
65 . Op . c i t , Kiran Devendra, 
66. Op.cit^ Kiran Devendra, pp. XIX-XX. 
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wonen In the p a s t . Mehta explained the h i s t o r i c a l back-
6 8 groxind of women's p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e , Kaur and c h a t t o -
69 
padhyaya expla ined the ro l e of women in freedom s t rugg le , 
Mehta'^^ and Kaur^^ fturther d iscussed p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s 
accorded t o women xjnder the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l reforrr.s. They 
also pointed out t he p rov i s ions of the Government of India 
7 7 
Act 1935. Chattopadhyaya a lso discussed the p rospec t s of 
the wonen's movement. However, t i l l the I n t e r n a t i o n a l women's 
year* s t ud i e s on women and p o l i t i c a l process have been 
r e l a t e d t o t h e ro l e of women in the freedom movement, 
enfranchisement of women in B r i t i s h liidia and wonen's 
moveiaent. Apart from t h i s we a lso find b iograph ies of 
some wonen p o l i t i c i a n s and l e a d e r s . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
women's Year changed the soc ia l scenario and many researches 
on the ro l e of women in p o l i t i c a l process have been 
conducted. The inpor tan t study which we find in t h i s context 
67. Mehta, Rama, 'Hamal i-tomen'. Paper presented for the 
Indian Council of s o c i a l Science Research, New Delhi , 
n.d, 
68. Kaur, Manmohan, Role of women in the Freedom Movement, 
S t e r l i n g Pub l i she r s , Delh i , 1968. 
69 . O p . c i t , Kamladevl Chattopadhyaya, 1939, 
70 . O p . c i t , Rama Mehta. 
7 1 . Op .c i t , Manmohan Kaur, 1968. 
7 2. Op . c i t , Kamladevl Chattopadhyaya, 1939. 
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was of Mazxiindar''^, Katzenstein ' '^ and jacobson ^ d e a l t with 
the cause and consequences of p o l i t i c a l pre-emlnance of 
wonen in I n d i a . Benerjee' '^ d iscussed the a t t i t u d e of women 
towards p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n . Hate'^'' expla ined the 
p a t t e r n s and l e v e l s of p o l i t i c a l information on wonen. 
Desai , Bhagwati''® and Goel*^^ t r i e d to find out the c o r r e l a -
t i o n s between women's p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n with l i t e r a c y 
and educat iona l l e v e l s and p lace of r e s idence , same s tud ies 
were r e l a t e d t o women's involvenent in d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s , very few s tud i e s d iscussed the ro l e of l e g i s l a t u r e s 
and par l iaments in the par l iamentry p roces s . 
3 . women and Education : 
Education and women was an inpor tan t a rea of study 
for those who were i n t e r e s t e d in women's i s s u e s . Education 
7 3, Mazxamdar, Vina« symbols of Power, Orient Longman, 
Delhi , 1979. 
74, Ka tzens te in , N . F , , 'Towards E q u a l i t y . Causes and 
consequences of the P o l i t i c a l prominance of women in 
I n d i a ' , Asian Survey, May, 1978. 
75 , Jacobson, Doranne, ' Indian women in the process of 
Development', journa l of I n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s , v o l . 1 8 . 
No. 3# 1976. 
76. Banerjee, 'Nirmala, P o l i t i c i z a t i o n and P a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of women in ; ^ s t Bengal ' , Indian Council of Socia l 
Research, New Delhi , 1974. "" 
77 . O p . c i t . , C.Hate, 1969. 
7 8, Desai , Padma and j ad i sh Bhagwati, 'women in Indian 
E l e c t i o n ' , in Myron V\einer and J , Osgood f i e l d (eds.) 
E l e c t o r a l P o l i t i c s in the Indian S t a t e s , Manohar Book 
s e r v i c e , Delh i , 1975. 
79. Goel, M.L., P o l i t i c a l P a r t i c i p a t i o n in a Developing 
Coxjntrv ; Ind ia , Asia PviDiighinq House, BotTUDav/~l:j74. 
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was always considered as a source of illumingtlpi^ for human 
beings. As such, it was believed that education of women 
could solve many problems and enhance their status in 
society. It could also emancipate wcsuen from many social 
evils. Thus, in the beginning the major thrust of Women's 
Studies was on the spread of education among women.i Some 
Studies e.g. Bhagwat , Bose and Basu explained education 
of women in earlier historical periods. Indian bureau of 
education andDutta provided important data relating to 
the denial of vedic education to women, and the significance 
and relevance of education for social amelioration of women. 
Cowman analysed the spread of women's education in different 
parts of the country and among different communities : 
ag on gg 
Chapman and Broclcway and Bagal made valuable contri-
80. Bhagwat, S.R., Problems of Women* s Education in India, 
The Rotary Club, Poona, 1940. 
81. Bose, M., Female Education in India, B.D. Gupta, 
Cowonpora, 1921. 
82. Basu, J., The Education of Women in Vedic India, 
Vishwabharti Quarterly, vol.37. No. 2, 1971. 
83. India, Bureau of education. Notes on Schemes for the 
Advancement of Female Education in India since 1902, 
Government Printing Press, Calcutta, 1901. 
84. Datta, K.K., Education and Social Amelioration of Women 
in Pre-Mutiny India, Patna Law Press, Patna, 1936. 
85. Cowman, M.C., The Education of the Women of India. 
Anderson and Ferrier, Edinburgh, 1912. 
86. Chapman, P., Hindu Female Education, Seeley and 
Bumside, London, 1939. 
87. Brockway, K.N,, Larger Way for Wcanen, Oxford University 
Press, Madras, 1949. 
88. Bagal, J.C., Wonen's Education in Eastern India, The 
World Press, Calcutta, 1956. 
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butions to Women's Studies when they discussed the role of 
Christian missionary societies in wcxnen's education and their 
organisation. 
After independence women's education progressed day 
in and day out. The major theme of women's education was the 
principle that education was fundamental for the achievement 
of economic independence. However, thinkers also emphasized 
that government policies on education should be implemented 
69 in real sense. In this respect the studies of Deshmukh , 
Sen^° and Mathur^^ were important. Kabir explained the 
problems concerned with the education of rural India. It 
was also felt that curriculum should be revised and modified 
to cope with the needs of changing times. Apart from this, 
studies relating to Psycho-economic surveys of teachers 
93 
e.g. (Bal) , social background of women undergraduates 
(Ahmad) education and occupational values of educated 
89. Deshmukh, Durg^bai^^£xpension of Education Under the 
Third Plan', Educational Quarterly, vol. 12,No. 48, 1960. 
90. Sen, M.(ed.), Development of Women's Education in New 
India, New Book Society, New Delhi, 1969. 
91. Mathur, Y.B., Women's Education in India, Asia Publishing 
House, Bombay, 1973. 
92. Kabir, H,, 'Female Education m Rural Areas', Radical 
Hvmianist, vol.22, Nos, 14-15, 1958. ' 
93. Bal, Sharaya, 'Psycho-Economic Survey of Married Wanen 
Teachers (Secondary schools) with children (Age group 
1-15), Journal of the SNDT Women's University^ 1969. 
94. Ahmad, Karuna, Social Background of Women^Undergraduates 
of Delhi University, Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, 
University of Delhi, Delhi, 1968. 
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women (Darbari^^, Baker and Amba Rao ) were conducted. 
In the International Women's Year and afterwards 
thinkers tried to find out the position of women in educa-
tional sphere. Two major thrusts did emerge. First they tried 
to explain various educational promotion programmes \ander-
taken by government. Same of them also tried to find out 
98 
relation between women's education and employment. Kapur 
discussed the concept of family life and education. 
Secondly, some studies discussed the equity in relation to 
99 
education of women. The studies conducted by Ahmad / and 
Mazumdar (a)^°°, (b)^°^ are important in this regard. 
Ahmad^°^ also discussed the inherent biases in curricula 
offered in men's and women's educational institutions. 
95. Darbari, P., Changing Social Attitudes Among Modem 
Educated Hindu Women, Unpublished Ph.D, Dissertation 
Agra University, Agra, 1960. 
96. Baker, D.M., Study of Women Students' Values, Goals 
and Conflicts"^gardina Studies, Career. Social Life' 
and Marriage, Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, University of 
Bombay, 1972-
97. Amba Rao, U., Higher Education and Occupational Values 
of College Girls, Journal of Kamataka University 
(Humanities), vol. 90, 1976. 
98. Kar, Manmohan, Women and Family Life Education in Inaia. 
Printwell, Jaipur, lybb. 
99. Ahmad, Karuna, Equity and Women's Higher Education', 
Journal of Higher Education, vol.5. No. 1, 1978. 
100. Mazumdar, Vina, 'Higher Education of Women in India', 
Journal of Higher Education, vol. 1 & 2, 1978. 
101. Majumdar, Vina, Perspectives on Women's Education 
1971-81, Women's NGG Consultation, New Delhi, 1985. 
10 2. Ahmad, Karuna, The social context of Women's Education 
in India 1921-81 : Tentative Formulations. Nehru 
Memorial Museian and Library, New Delni, n.d. 
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4. Women and Economic Activity : 
Economy is a very important aspect of our life. It 
detezmines a person's position in society and gives him 
power and dominance. One of the explanations of women's 
oppression and stibjugation was her economic dependence 
on men, Wanen's emancipation demanded improvement in their 
economic position. Economic independence was possible 
through taking up a remunerative job. Thus, Women's Studies 
have often taken up question as to how many women were 
engaged in productive activity and getting remuneration 
for the same and how many of them were engaged in these 
activities without any rem\ineration. 
In modem times when women started participating 
in wage earning economic activities some Important studies 
relating to employment of women were conducted. Important 
among them are Dasgupta , Khan and Sahai . The main 
themes of these studies were women's economic status and 
employment. Some studies were concerned with women workers 
103. Op.cit., Dasgupta Kalpana Dasgupta, pp. 173-232. 
104. Khan, Masood Hussain, Select Bibliography of Indian 
Women, Indian Covincil of Social Research Southern 
Regional Centre, Hyderabad, 1982, pp. 32-35 and 12-54. 
105. Sahai, S.N., Women in Chancing Society^ Mittal 
Publication Delhi, 1985, pp. 146-164. 
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in different industries. Patel's^^^ study is significant 
in this context. It was generally considered that the propor-
tion of women in total workforce will increase with the 
process of industrialisation. However, it was believed that 
with the advnaceraent of economic development the rate of 
female participation will fall because women could withdraw 
from agricultural work. This hypothesis was tested by 
various studies. On the basis of census data. The important 
features of the studies relating to women and employment 
was their concern with the role conflict of women as 
107 
employees and housewives. Promila Kapur for the first 
time tried to explain such conflict in her research relating 
to working women of Delhi. She discussed the problems of 
marital adjustments and the factors responsible for it in 
the case of working women. She observed that womens 
employment does not necessarily create the problems of 
marital adjustments. Some studies have shown that those 
women who choose their occupations voluntarily did not 
experience much conflict in their role as compared to 
those who were compelled by circumstances. 
106. E&tel, Pervin J,'Industrial Sociology', Survey of 
Research in Sociology and Social Anthropology 1969-79, 
Satvahan Publications, New Delhi, 1986. 
107. Kapur, Prcanilla, Marriage and Working Women in India, 
Vikas Publishing House, Delhi, 1970. 
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5. Women and Development t 
Development in recent years became important as a 
measure of social transformation. Social scientists consi-
dered it necessary to improve the condition of society. 
Similarly/ the modem scientific and technological advance-
ment affected to a great extent life conditions of people 
It was thought necessary to initiate certain planned 
changes in order to cope with the conditions created by 
technological changes; In India people began to participate 
108 
actively in the process of change. Boserup explained 
the contribution of women in this process. There are some 
109 
studies particularly of Anooja Patel , and Tinker and 
Bromsen which described the Impact of developmental 
process. These studies concluded that developmental process 
improved the position of women, but not to the desired 
extent. They also tried to explain the adverse effect of 
modernisation and automation on employment of women. 
Occupational mobility of women workers was also discussed. 
108. Boserup, E,, Wcroen's Role in Economic Development, 
St. Martin's Press, New York, 1970. 
109. Ahooja, Patel, Krishna, *Women, Technology and 
Development Process', Economic and Political Weekly, 
vol. 14, No, 36, 1979."" 
110. Tinker, Irene and M.B. Brcansen (eds.). Women and 
World Development, Overseas Development Council, 
Washington, D.C, 1976. 
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6, Woroen and Society i 
Most of the researchers have been concerned with 
the status of women in society. Sociologists and Social 
Anthropologists investigated the status of women and collected 
comprehensive data on it in different periods of history 
and in different communities. Some of them explained the 
discrimination which women were subjected to. These dis-
criminations adversely affected the progress of women. The 
studies related to the status of women were earlier based 
on religious texts and codes, but later on they relied mostly 
on empirical method. Srinivafe study is very significant 
in this context. He explained with the help of empirical 
data the changed position of women in India. The problem 
was that most of the studies in this area were related 
to urban middle class or elite women. They had not studied 
the status and role of women in lower strata of society. 
In fact, none of these had made comparative analysis of 
the problem in different communities and regions. In recent 
years we find sane studies on rural lower class wanen as 
well as on women belonging to different ethnic and 
religious groups. Shashi''"^ ,^ Srivastava^^^ and Dauda^^** 
111. Srinivas, M.N., Chanqino Position of Indian Women, 
Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1978, 
112. Shashi, S.S,, The Tribal women of India, Sandeep 
Prakashan, Delhi, 1978. 
113. Srivastava, T.N,, Tribal women in Central India, 
Unpublished Ph.D. thesis. Ranch! University, Ranchi,1977. 
114. Dauda, A.K., 'Status and Economic, Role of Wctr.en in 
Tribal Central India, in Indian Anthropological scciaty, 
Tribal Women in India, Calcutta, 1978. 
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have studied tribal women, their role In tribal economy, 
and the division of labour between men and women, wadley 
and Jacobson have studied rural women. Mehta has 
118 119 120 
Studied Hamal women. Jeffery , Roy and Menan *^ have 
1 21 Studied Muslim women. Hamsa points out a major weakness 
of the studies on Muslim women as they take the Hindu Llbral 
view of Muslims and Islam as a starting point and have not 
given careful attention to the empirical realities on the 
ground. 
7. Women and Law t 
Modem writers express their concern with this new 
area of study. There are studies which relate to marital rights, 
property and inheritance rights as well as other rights 
under the personal laws in different communities and their 
impact on the position of women. We also find some studies 
on law relating to rape and dowry as well as maintenance. 
Very few studies are on tne legal aspect of prostitution 
and women criminals. Studies in this area are not concerned 
with the explanation of law, but most of them are concerned 
115. Wadley, S. (ed.). The Powers of Tamil Women, Syracuse 
University, Syracuse, 1980. 
116. Op.cit., Ooranne, Jacobson. 
117. Op.clt,Rama Mehta 
118. Jaffery, S.N.A., 'VJomen in India*, Asian Review, vol.34, 
1938. 
119. Roy, Shibanl, Status of Muslim Women in North India, 
B.R.Publishing House, New Delhi, 1978. 
120. Menon, Indu, M., Status of Muslim Women in India, 
Concept Publishing House, New Delhi, 1981. 
121. Op.cit., Hamsa. 
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with the awareness of law and effectiveness of laws in 
moulding or ameliorating the condition of women, chatterjee^^^ 
123 
and Dagamwar explained the impact of social legislation 
on attltudinal changes. Dagamwar also pointed out the relation-
ship between traditional role ascriptions of women and amen-
ability to legal information. Similarly Davendra discussed 
impact of social legislation on the status of women. It also 
explains use of law in case of inter-personal conflict. 
Some studies explained the legal position of women in lucid 
terms. Important among them are studies conducted by Antony^^^ 
and Srtvastava.^^^ 
It is expected that the studies on law tried to 
find out ways and means to make laws easily applicable so that 
the gap between what is prescribed in books and what is 
exercised be reduced. It is also expected that some mechanism 
will be discussed to make laws more and more effective. 
122. Chaterjee, B.B., Impact of Social Legislation on Social 
Change, Minerva associates* Calcutta/ 1971. 
123. Dagamwar, Vasudha, Women and Divorce, Indian Council of 
Social Science Research, New Delhi, 1979. 
124. Op.cit., Kiran Davendra. 
125. Antony, M.J., Women's Rights - Everything an Indian 
Women Must Know About Her Rights in Plain Language. 
Dialogue Publications, New Delhi, 1986. 
126. Srivastava, T.N., Women and the Law, Intellectual 
Publications, New Delhi, 1985. 
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8, Women and Literary and Cultural Activities : 
Very £ew studies are being conducted in this area. 
We find biographies of women artists, writers and poetesses 
127 in this context. Recently Lakhsmi presents the image of 
128 
women depicted by writers in Tamil literature. Wadley 
follows the same pattern. The studies dealing with the image 
of women projected in various languages point out the 
difference of womanhood and the status of women as prevalent 
in different regions. 
9. Women and Media t 
Media is nowadays considered as an important factor 
to mould the public opinion. Women are also influence by 
media and developed awareness about various issues. Agarwal 
1?9 
and Rai observed that media can also be used to bring 
about social change by impressing upon people the need to 
accept change in certain spheres. It would be interesting to 
investigate the impact of media and its use to create 
awareness among women about their rights and privileges. 
130 
Agarwal and Bhasin are interested to show how media rein-
forces role stereotypes of women and how women are exploited 
as sex symbols. 
127. Lakshmi, C.S., The Face Behind the Mask : Women in Tamil 
Literature, Vikas Publishing House, New Delhi, 1985. 
128. Op.cit., S. Wadley. 
129. Agarwal, B.C. and Kumkum Rai, Women Television and Rural 
Development ; An Evaluative Study of SITE in a Rayalseema 
village. Space Application Centre, Ahmadebad, 1980. 
130. Agarwal, Bina and Kamla Bhasin, Women in Media Analysis : 
Alternative and Action, Kali for women. New Delhi, 1984. 
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10. Mlflcellan«ous Areas i 
Scholars are attracted on the problems created by 
new developments and social change. Thus, vie find studies 
on problem of dowry, violence in the family, or what is 
described as wife-bashing. Some scholars also discuss whether 
death penality should be applied to women or they should be 
liable to prosecution in the event of proven adultry. Some 
scholars have also shown their interest in the study of women 
and science and technology. They also emphasize the need of 
such technology which can promote welfare of women. There 
are major areas of interest in Women's Studies. Investigations 
and studies are in progress in these areas. It is expected 
that in future a large variety of researches will be under-
taken in these areas. 
Sahai^ prepared an exhausitive bibliography on 
women. He selected nineteen broad topics and made more than 
five thousand references which are mentioned in table 2.1. 
Some of the references mentioned in the bibliography are 
unpublished theses submitted to different universities. 
An analysis of the works mentioned in the bibliography indi-
cates that 4921 works are produced on different aspects of 
women. Out of these 1130 are books and 3791 are articles. 
The highest number of works i.e. 667 have been produced on 
131. Op.cit.. S.N. Sahai. 
TABLE - 2.1 66 
Bibliography - S.N. Sahal, Subjects - 19 
S.No. Subjects Books Articles Total 
1. Women In General 
a) Women In Ancient Age 
b) Women In Medieval Age 
c) Women In M o d e m Age 
2. Women and Family 
3. Women and Marriage 
4. Women and Education 
5. Women and Employment 
6. Women and Health 
7. Women and Family Planning 
8. Women In Fashion 
9. Women at work 
10* Women In Rural Scene 
11. Women In Occupations and 
Professions 
12. Women and their Role 
13. Women and their Status 
14. Women and Media 
15. Women and their Problems 
16. Women and their liberation 
17. Legislation for liberation 
women 
18. Biographies (select) of 
women 
19. Bibliography (select) on 
women 
171 
11 
2 
21 
37 
43 
104 
36 
52 
15 
5 
36 
12 
114 
74 
136 
4 
64 
57 
39 
353 
23 
3 
33 
92 
164 
225 
139 
7 
157 
39 
207 
41 
553 
240 
363 
26 
539 
407 
142 
524 
34 
5 
54 
129 
207 
329 
175 
59 
172 
44 
243 
53 
667 
314 
499 
30 
603 
464 
181 
81 
16 
36 117 
18 
Total 1130 3791 4921 
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occupational and professional women, out of which 114 are 
books and 553 are articles. Women and their problems is 
another interesting topic on which 603 works have been 
produced. Out of these works 64 are books and 539 are arti-
cles. The third popular area is general survey of women on 
which 524 works; 171 books and 353 articles have been produced, 
Similarly, 499 works have been produced on women and their 
status, out of which 136 are books and 363 are articles. 
Against this the lowest number of works i.e. 5 have been 
produced on women in medieval ages out of which 2 are books 
are three are articles. The second lowest work is on selected 
bibliography on women. On this topic 18 works have been 
produced out of which 16 are books and 2 are articles. The 
third lower number of publications we find on women and media. 
There are 30 publications on it out of which 4 are books 
and 26 are articles. 
Sociologists have expressed their concern with the 
study of women in India. They have pointed out different 
issues are problems which women face in modem times. The 
important featuire of sociological studies is the approach of 
dealing with women's issues. Their work has helped to develop 
the sociology of women. Here this approach is adopted in 
conducting study on women. There are various aspects of 
sociological approach which help us to understand the women's 
situation and inspire us to develop mechanisms which can 
improve overall position of women. Here in this study the 
68 
area of investigation has been delimited and only three 
broad aspects of women were selected i 1. status of women, 
2. Women and Education and 3. Women at work. 
The first area helps us to understand the position of 
Indian women, their exploitation and the factors through 
which their status can be improved. 
The second area of our study is education and its 
impact on the position of women. Education is a source of 
illumination. It not only gives knowledge of existing problems 
and situations to a person but also equips a person with 
better qualities to lead an adequate life. In modem age it 
enables persons to get access in different professions and 
earn the livelihood. In this respect, education plays an 
important role in improving the status of women by providing 
them better position in society. It is thus, an important 
agent of social change. Education has also influenced to 
initiate women's movements in India and as such got partial 
success to get them liberated. 
The third area is the women at work. Generally women 
perform two types of works. One is remunerative and the other 
is non-remujierative. As a mother and housewife women do 
hard work within the boundaries of house but do not get any 
remuneration. The present study reviews the studies that 
highlight the non-rem\inerative work done by women. The work 
for which women get remuneration is important because through 
69 
it they improve the financial condition of their family and 
become a potential member of society. This type of work 
brings out drastic changes in the life-style of women. 
The above mentioned areas cover almost all the major 
work done on women in India. The review of literature of 
these areas will bring out a comprehensive picture of Indian 
women. Each particular areas will be discussed in detail 
in the next chapter which will be hopefully helpful for 
future studies. 
chapter - III y p. 
S T A T U S O F W O M E N 
The concept of status Is of paramount Importance In 
sociological literature as it explains the structural 
pattern of society. Hence the concept of status along 
with the concept of role is used by sociologists for under-
standing the relationship between individual and society. 
Social phenomena can better be explained in terms 
of the interacting situations in which two or more persons 
come in contact.^ In fact any social situation is generally 
based on the mutual expectations of the participants. The 
expectations relevant to a particular social situation are 
guided by the norms prescribed for that situation by the 
society. Thus, what we expect from others differs from 
situation to situation and person to person. What is more 
important in this interacting situation is the identity 
of the participant with which the person concerned interacts 
and by which that person is expected to behave in a parti-
cular way. Davis observes that a person either in a social 
situation with an identity already esthblished, his 
identity refers to his position or status within the 
given social structure and establishes his rights and 
obligations with reference to others holding positions 
within the some structure. Thus, status signifies an 
1. Davis,K. Human Society, The McMillan Company, New York, 
1964, p. 63. 
2. Ibid., p. 86. 
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overall position of a person in a society and by virtue of 
that the person enjoys certain rights and privileges and 
by and large* he is identified by that position. It is 
important in interacting situation because the entire gamut 
of ones action is governed by his position or status. A 
person is expected of doing a particular act in a parti-
cular situation because he has to operate according to 
the nozmative pattern of the society. 
Status of Woroen t 
The status of women is now a subject of perennial 
interest for social scientists, writers,reformers and 
intellectuals. Since 1970 social thinkers were attracted to 
this aspect of women and extensively wrote about it. The 
motivating factor ^hind this intellectual endeavour was 
the miserable and pathetic condition of women throughout 
the globe. It was observed that they do not have the rights 
privileges and opportxinities to live a dignified life equal 
to man. The thinkers and reformers made various efforts to 
bring about changes in the position of women. Thus, the 
problem of status of women, by and large, relates to the 
equality between men and women. In fact, equality can be 
achieved through power. Women all over the world have been 
far away from power and as such, they have been inferior 
3. Agrawal, Sushila, Status of Women, Printwell Publishers, 
Jaipur, 1988, p. 1. 
and subjugated to others. Sushila Agrawal rightly observes 
4 
that "equality and status are closely associated with power". 
She further £lnds that "changing status Involves the sharing 
of power on equal footing with men In decision-making and 
its implementation ^t.formal and informal sector". It 
requires drastic changes in values and norms that determine 
the power structure in a society. In this perspective any 
change in the status of women requires distribution and 
redistribution of power. 
The position of women should be studied in the changing 
scenario of the world. In modem age new social realities 
have emerged that affect the structural pattern of society. 
In these changing realities women's position should be 
analyzed in broader perspective of world situation* Veena 
Mazumdar rightly says that - "the women's question today is 
no longer an issue confined to the position of women 
within the family or their rights to equality with men in 
different aspects of social life. It is part of the total 
far broader question regarding the direction of change of 
_ 6 that process". 
In fact« the status of wonen i s related with people's 
perception about the role of women in the soc ie ty . If we 
4. Ibid. 
5. Ibid. 
6. Mazumdar, Venna, Emergence of Women's Question and Role of 
Women's Studies, New Delhi, Centre for Women's Development 
Studies, 1985: 6. 
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want to Improve the status of women^ It Is necessary to 
change people's perception about women. In view of the recent 
changes In different aspects of our life It Is but natural 
to change our attitude towards the role of women. It Is more 
relevant to developing coxintrles which are very Instrumental 
to Introduce developmental process on the pattern of developed 
coxuitrles. The spirit that lies behind the modem concept 
of development is overall transfoxinatlon of the existing 
pattezn« at least equal distribution of privileges among 
people and provision of similar benefits to all citizens 
irrespective of caste, colour, creed or sex. In this respect 
no development is possible if we do not give equal impor-
t«uice to all sections of people and provide them adequate 
facilities, rights and privileges. Thus, women should be 
treated at equal level and should get proper and adequate 
facilities to live and survive honourably. It was realised 
till 70's that this type of development is not possible in 
developing countries because women, the important segment 
of our society are neglected and their problems are not 
taken care of. However, the women intelligentla realised that 
development should be associated with the improvement of 
women's position as well as with their overall welfare. The 
UN Decade for women created awareness and consciousness 
among educated women about their rights. As a matter of 
fact, the demand for econcxnic, political and social justice 
and equality with men was strengthened and considered 
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necessary for the improvement of the position of women. 
Apart from this some of the women social scientists are of 
opinion that status of women is related with work and power. 
Thus, a considerable number of studies were conducted to 
highlight these variables and their impact on position of 
women. The observations of Veena Das are important in this 
connection who writes that "the empirical indicators of the 
status of women have been taken to range from control over 
decisions, the spheres in which these are operative, to 
control over productive resources of a community, reflected 
in participation in the subsistence economy and to the 
alienation of women and their use as sex symbols for 
7 
ccxnmercial purposes". 
However, an attempt is being made to present the 
analysis of some of the important studies related to the 
status of women.TheaP'studies indicate the differential trends 
adopted by the thinkers in the analysis of status and also 
present various aspects and indicators of status in Indian 
situation. These are significant because they help us to 
understand how changing scenario of the world situation and 
the process of development and modernization affected the 
status of wcxnen in society. 
7. Das, Venna, 'Indian Women i Work, Power and Status', 
in B.R. Nanda (ed.) Indian Wcwnen i From Purdah to 
Modernity. Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 
1976. 
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C.A. Hate® studied the Status of Women in Post-
Independent India and took into consideration marital 
conditions, family life, family planning, education, and 
employment of women to evaluate their status. She conducted 
her study In four important towns of Maharashtra and 
selected samples from middle class working and non-working 
women of those towns. The selected towns of Maharashtra 
were : Bombay, Poona, Nagpur and Sholapur. The important 
feature of the book is the comparative analysis of Indian 
women and their counterparts in relation to the position 
and role played to shape the country. Hate pointed out 
that love, temperament, similar views, personality, economic 
stability and good character were considered major criteria 
for selection of bridgeroans. She observed that most of the 
unmarried respondents desired to give up their job after 
marriage. Most of them responded that they could perform role 
of mother or domestic wife and working wife smoothly if 
there was cordial relation between working mother and family 
members. This was, no doubt, an interesting phenomenon 
and required further depth study to know the women's psyche 
in modem conditions. The other important observation was 
that most of the women favoured family planning except 
Muslims and Christians. The interesting point of the study 
was that the majority of the respondents wanted that access 
8. Hate, C.A., Changing Status of Wanen in Post Independent 
India, Allied Publishers Private Ltd, Bombay, 1969. 
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to higher education, particularly to technical education, 
medicine, engineering, technology be restricted to few 
gifted ones having a special aptitude. However, she con-
cluded that educated respondents' attitude towards marriage, 
family, education, and employment were in the process of 
transition. She observed that educated women initiate changes, 
but with certain compromises with the present situation. 
g 
Rama J. Joshi also explained the recent changes in 
the role of women and their impact on family life. She 
considered the changing aspects of education, employment, legal 
rights for women and their emerging impact on them. She 
found that various environmental and institutional factors 
were responsible to bring about change and to improve social 
position of women. In Indian situation, according to her, 
growth of science and technology, educational awareness amd 
legislations were important. 
The Report of the National Committee on the Status of 
Women in India is an important document to understand 
the measures taken to Improve the status of women. It is in 
fact an evaluation of the policies and the programmes of the 
government in this regard. The government of India appointed 
9. Joshi, Rama J., 'Contemporary Change in the Socio-economic 
Role of women in India : Its Impact on Family Life' in 
Kamala Bhasin (ed.) The Position of Women in India, Leslie 
Swahny Programme of Training for Democracy, Bombay, 1973. 
10. ICSSR, Status of Wc»nen in India ; A Synopsis of the Report. 
National Committee on the Status of Women (1971-74), Indian 
Cotincil of Social Science Research, New Delhi, 1975. 
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a conninittee on the status of women lrn"971'"to evaluate the 
changes that had taken place in the status of women as a 
result of constitutional, legal and administrative measures 
adopted by the government after independence. Apart from 
this it was also proposed to examine the impact of social 
change on different sections of Indian women with special 
emphasis on rural sector. It was also aimed that the committee 
should suggest measures to enable women to play adequate 
role in building up the nation. 
The committee studied and analysed the situation of 
women in India. It considered women's issues, firstly by 
taking into account the constitutional provisions and their 
role in bringing about change in the status of women and 
secondly by recommending measures to enable women to make 
significcuit contribution to national development. The commi-
ttee observed that the legal provisions have played their 
role as an instr\:iment of directed social change. Social 
legislations were made on the objectives embodied in the 
constitution and aimed at achieving the equality of status 
for women. The ccxnmittee found that the impact of constitu-
tional provisions and legal and administrative measures 
should be examined in the socio-cultural scenario as well 
as in the light of different following variables : 
1. The heterogeneous nature of Indian society with economic 
and social inequalities. 
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2. The inequalities Inherent in the traditional social 
structure based on caste« commxinity and class having 
different cultural ethos. 
Thirdly the direction of social, economic and political 
changes and their impact on the status of women. 
The committee found that social changes after indepen-
dence have not equally affected all sections of women in 
India. It is therefore, difficult to generalize the impact 
of these changes. It observed that educational development, 
structural changes in the economy, urbanisation and wider 
opportunities for participation in the social process 
highlighted inequalities in certain areas and reduced them 
in other. Same is the case with the normative patem and 
value system. They affected women differently in different 
groups. 
The committee also examined; 1) the reforms for 
removing disabilities of women, 2) the labour laws which 
ensure human conditions of work, 3) the policy and programmes 
for social and economic development and, 4) ideologies or 
goals for such policies which were shaped by the reform 
movements. 
The variables that affect the objectives mentioned 
above are studied in relation to the attitudes of men and 
women and the institutionalised infrastructure that 
facilitates the attainment of desired goals. At th^time it 
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was also felt necessary to examine the impact of traditional 
norms and of the modem values of human rights, equality 
and social justice on women's role and participation in the 
social process. The committee after examining these points, 
brings out certain positive and negative factors which 
affect the status of women. The advancement in education, 
political participation and other welfare measures enhance 
the status of women while various centres of resistence 
roadblocked desired changes in women's status and role. 
The canmittee found that status of women is a 
complex issue and it cannot be defined simply in Indian 
context. The inequalities created differences in different 
categories of women. The study of the nature of the cons-
traints and disabilities that affect women's role in the 
society, the economy and the polity requires that they 
should be studied in different sections and groups of women. 
India being a heterogeneous society having different castes, 
classes and committees exhibit vast differentiation. Thus, 
they should be studied in respect of three categories : 
1) wanen below the subsistence line, 2) woDoen who move 
continuously between security and subsistence and often 
descent below the subsistence line with the disappearence 
of earning a livelihood, 3) women firmly above the subsis-
tence line. 
Rajmohini Sethi studied "Modernization of working 
women in Developing Societies". She conducted comparative 
11. Sethi, Rajmohini, Modernization of Working Women in 
Developing Societies, National Publishing House, 1976. 
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study of the a t t i t u d e s of working women of Chandigarh and 
Ankara (Turkey), The observa t ions of the present study ar« 
important from soc io log ica l po in t of view because they 
accjualnt us with t he views of women of two developing 
c o u n t r i e s in two d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n s . She observed t h a t 
women of both the p l aces favoured h igher education f o r women 
at pa r with men, bu t the d i f fe rence i s t h a t Turkish women 
favoured co '^ducat ion while Indian women d i s l i ked i t . The 
women of both the p laces p re fe r red t o get married a t a 
r e l a t i v e l y h igher age but they d i f f e r ed with regard t o the 
s e l e c t i o n of mates. Indian women favoured the s e l e c t i o n 
of husbands by t h e i r p a r e n t s while Turkish women d i s l i k e d 
i t as i t was according to them a personal mat te r . In case of 
divorce Turkish women supported i t while Indian women 
considered i t harmful, women of both the control d i f f e r e d 
with r e spec t t o the pos i t i on of women. Indian women supported 
the n a t u r a l s u p e r i o r i t y of men while t h e i r Turkish counter -
p a r t s favovured e q u a l i t y of sexes . S imi la r ly Indian women l iked 
t o l i v e in j o i n t f ami l i e s and T\irkish women had no exper ience 
of i t . 
•\^ena Das s tud ied t h r e e empir ica l Ind ica to r s : 
work, power and s t a t u s to analyze p o s i t i o n of Indian women. 
She observed t h a t women's o v e r a l l performance in s o c i e t y 
i s a f fec ted by c e r t a i n conceptions about women p r e v a l e n t 
dLn s o c i e t y . I t i s genera l ly considered t h a t the honour of 
12. O p . c l t . , ^^ena Das. 
81 
man lies in women and can be violated by their conduct. It 
shows that men generally want to have control over wcanen. 
Similarly the way decisions about womens* performance are 
made indicate women's subjugation to males. It is also 
important to know the degree of women's participation in 
subsistence economy. If it is higher, the status of wcHuen 
will be enhanced. It is observed that women generally are 
lagging behind men. This is the reason that their position 
is low and they are exploited, 
Zarina Bhatty in her article status of Muslim women 
and social change examined the status of Indian Muslim women 
in the context of modem ideals of equality and social 
justice. She concentrated on two important points; 1) Do 
Muslim women get equal opportunity for self-realisation to 
make their due contribution to national development and world 
peace? and 2) Is the Muslim society moving towards greater 
equality of opportunity between men and women ? 
She finds the answer of the first question in negative. 
As far as the second question is concerned, she observes 
that Muslim society is slowly moving towards equality of 
opportunity between men and wonen. 
She observes that Muslim society does not provide 
equal opportunity to women because there are certain 
13. Bhatty, Zarina, Status of Muslim Women and Soc<^ al change, 
in B.R. Nanda (ea.; Indian Women ; From Purdah to Modernity, 
Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 1976, 
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provisions which create differentiation between genders. She 
bases her observation on two aspects - legal and attitudinal. 
She. finds that in Muslim personal law women does not get 
equal rights and privileges and, thus, suffers certain 
disabilities. She also finds that educated Muslim opinion 
generally favours a change in Muslim personal law. She points 
out the legal provisions which discriminate against the 
Muslim women. The legal rights relating to marriage and 
divorce are quite discriminatory and not in hairoony with the 
demands of the modem society. A women cannot give divorce 
to her husband. She can seek it and husband must agree to 
it; If he does not, then, she must go through a cumbersome 
process of enlisting the support of law. Similar is the case 
of inheritence. A girl can inherit only half of what her 
brother does. Even at house she is not supposed to mix with 
men. She considers the inequalities with which Muslim women 
suffer from attitudinal level also. She observes that, Muslim 
women is expected to observe purdah from very childhood. 
Muslim woman has to cover herself fran head to foot with a 
garment which is hazardous to health. The extreme is that 
even in household she is not supposed to mix with men other 
than her father, grand-father and brothers. The age at which 
this seclusion is imposed varies from region to iregion. In 
certain communities it stairts even at six . She feels that 
if Muslim women will be exposed to modem education they will 
not only change themselves but also initiate changes in others, 
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According to her opinion, education is a main source to 
improve the s tatus of Muslim women to make them aware of 
the modem values and to enable them to realize their poten-
tialities for nation - building activities and for the 
construction of Just and peaceful social order. 
Rama Mehta in her article "Purdah to Modernity" 
makes an indepth study of 25 families of the Oswal community 
in the former state of Mewar (Udhaipur)^she brings out how 
the status of women is determined by the environment in which 
they live. The study discusses the value system of the social 
environment in which older generation of women upto 1947 
lived and worked. It also analyses their adaptation to 
emerging new social realities. 
The wanen of Mewar steadfastly observed purdah even 
when it was rejected as an out-dated practice in the remaining 
British India. The liberal values of resurgent India did 
not touch this community. Women were confined to Zaneuiah. The 
continuence of purdah system in Oswal community was dictated 
by considerations of economic security within the Mewar state. 
In order to achieve economic security the leading families 
of the times had* to be attached to Darbar and also had to 
follow their customary morality. The Oswal wc^ ien had no 
independent existence of their own. They were dependent 
14. Op.cit. t B.R, Nanda. 
84 
upon their father, son, husband. By 1947 there was not a 
single girl who had a university degree^lr 
In 1948 the Mewar merged with the vinion of Independent 
India* The Maharani could not confer favours upon her 
subjects, So^ ' Oswal commxinity had to adjust their life style 
to new reailities. The political revolution changed the social 
structure and consequently attitudes towards the status of 
women also registered a significant change. Subsequently large 
number of girls were permitted to join schools and colleges. 
Neera Desai traced the changes in the position of 
women that took place in different periods of history. She 
pointed out the position of women in Pre-British period. She 
further tried to trace the impact of social movements parti-
cularly of Bakti movement, social-reform movement, Indian 
political movement as well as the development of women's 
organizations on the position of women. She also analyzed 
the impact of social legislations on the overall status of 
women. However, she explained the process and the way 
position of women has improved in different aspects of life. 
She presented the analysis of post independent India, and 
exaplained the changes that took place in Indian Society. 
She observed that still the status of Indian women is low. 
15. Desai, Neera, A., Women in Modem India, Vora and Co. 
Publishers Private Ltd., Bombay, 1977. 
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They have to face tremendous pressure from the dying Indian 
traditions. This is the reason that inspite of indigenous 
rule Indian women has not achieved complete fr*»edom and 
enjoyed high status in society. 
Mumtaz Ali Khan tried to find out the status of 
rural women in Kamataka. Six villages from three taluks 
were selected for sample. The sample consists of 840 respon-
dents. He tried to study educational condttons including 
adult education, economic conditions, employment of wcxnen 
women's participation in organizations and social legis-
lations. The study finds that opportunities for education 
of women have been greatly extended. However, the actual 
progress in this direction has not been satisfactory. 
Only half of the women get entolled to begin with and later 
there are heavy dropouts. Most of the women literates have 
only primary education and very little attention is given 
to the quality of education. Depressed economic conditions 
constitute a great hurdle in women's education. The 
educational standards of schedule caste women is very 
low. The voluntary organizations have not made much 
contributions towards women's education. However, the times 
are changing and significant progress in women's education 
is expected. 
16. Khan, Mumtaz Ali and Ayesha, Noor, "Status of Rural 
VJomen in India ; A study of Kamataka, Uppal Publishing 
Housing, New Delhi, 1982. 
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The study shows that apart from carrying domestic 
responsibilities wc»nen have to share the economic activities 
of their husbands in order to augment the income of the 
families. The Job opportunities are not encouraging. Added 
to this are the normative considerations of various social 
groups. Muslim wcxnen are not prepared to take up jobs 
outside the family for traditional and cultural reasons. 
Similarly higher caste women also do not take up jobs 
outside their homes despite poverty. The study recommends 
that employment is a must for women belonging to poorer 
classes. 
The study indicates that various organizations have 
not had any great impact on rural women. Even schools and 
pvuichayats have not done much for women. Banks and co-
operative societies have not made any significant contri-
bution towards changing the lot of women. Even women's 
organizations have not tried to attract large scale parti-
cipation of women. 
The study also examined the impact of social legis-
lations promulgated to improve the status of women. However, 
it found that benefits of these legislations were not 
utilized. Women do not have a basic working knowledge of 
these legislations. This lack of awareness of these 
legislations defeats the very purpose. 
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Carol vlassoff^^ tried to examine the status of rural 
Indian wcxnen and impact of progressive legislation on them. 
The study finds that female status has improved a lot in 
two areas, viz-a-viz, education and marriage. Education 
is assuming great importance in rural areas and literacy 
levels of younger women are higher than those of older 
women those of teenage girls are highest of the three cate-
gories. Secondly modem legislation has improved the marital 
status of women as well as given a new direction to family 
planning programmes. Younger women were more active in 
deciding family matters leading to nuclear families rather 
than the customary large scale families, Yovinger women get 
married at later age and adolescents hoped to marry above 
the legally prescribed age. The study finds child marriage 
to be on the decline. 
The study finds caste to be as decisively ingrained 
in consciousness as ever. Little variations were found 
among women of different castes with respect to modem 
attitudes and behaviour. However, lower caste women experi-
enced greater burden of discrimination. The study found a 
gap between attitudes and actual behaviour. Women favoured 
hospital maternity care, but rarely eould afford modern 
medical treatment. Young girls desired higher education, 
but societal norms may dictate early marriage. 
17. Vlassoff, Carol, 'The Status of Women in Rural India ; 
A Village Study', Social Action, vol. 32, No.3, 1982. 
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other areas affecting the female status such as 
prohibition of dowry, proper reforms for wc«nen, equality 
in marriage and sharing of household tasks, has not gained 
much favour with village males. The study recommends that 
if the status of rural women is to change, then leading 
villages will have to actively promote it. 
18 P.D, Saikia, K, Gogoi and Anjali Lakharu aimed 
at \jnderstanding the traditional role arid status of women 
of pre-urban and interior villages, tribal and non-tribal 
women and among women of different castes living in the 
same setting and also the factors contributing to such 
differences. The data of the study was taken from three 
villages in the district of Sibsagar in Assam. 300 women 
(100 from each village) were selected and interviewed 
by the investigators. 
An analysis of the demographic characteristics of 
three villages indicates that the nxanber of nuclear 
families is higher than those of other types in the two^ 
non-tribal villages while the number of joint families 
is lower than tribal village. The study does not find 
child-marriage pxrevalent in villages. Among the families 
of the respondents, the number of divorced and separated 
women was six, and the widows were 24. Divorce was a 
19. Saikia, P.D., K.Gagoiy.** and Anjali Lakh.aru-, Indian 
Rural Women. Mittal Publications, Delhi, 1986, 
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rare phenomenon in these villages. Respondents of marriage-
able age disclosed that they were free to choose their 
spouses. Marriage by elopement is prevalent in tribal 
villages. In all the three villages family planning has not 
made much progress as quite a large number of women have 
six or seven children. Women were expected to perform the 
usual daily chores even during pregnancy. They had to work 
in agricultural fields within two months after child-
delivery. The husbands usually consult their wives in 
important matters of family. The mother-in-law exercises 
control over daughter-in-law. The women keep the houses 
and help male members in economic activity. They take care 
of health and education of children. They engage in agri-
cultural activity. They remain engaged in sowing of seeds, 
uprooting of seedlings, transplanting, harvesting and 
rearing livestok and poxiltry.The employment opportunities 
are very low. Women are usually over burdened with mono-
tonous household chores and other economic activities. 
Many respondents of the study told that currently 
women considered themselves equal to men. Women have started 
finding employment outside the locality. Wanen with jobs 
are enjoying higher social status. They now are consulted 
in important family decisions. The consent is sought, in 
settlement of marriage, purchasing and selling of land, 
improvement or construction of house. More than 90% of the 
women of non-tribal villages and 80% of the trival villages 
£0 
feel that social conditions are improving in their villages. 
Women have started organizing and participating in Mahilla 
gamitis, Panchayats and co-operative societies. Some of them 
have access to radios books and magazines. Most of the 
women are getting politically conscious. The study hopes 
that in the coming years status of women will improve 
considerably. 
19 Reddy Ragunadha Reddy studied a sample of 300 
working women belonging to office-staff, teaching staff and 
medical-staff. The number of respondents was 100 in each 
category. The study was conducted in five districts of 
Rayalaseema in Andhra Pradesh. 
These three categories were questioned about their 
attitude towards marriage. 84..6% of the sample responded 
the marriage of girls was a necessity in life. The highly 
placed professionals were found to be less favourable 
towards marriage in comparison to law placed women. The 
former regarded marriage as a biological necessity whereas 
the later perceived marriage within the framework of 
traditional value system. Highly placed professionals stood 
for marriage by mutual consent whereas low placed women 
preferred arranged marriage. 63% of the respondents favoured 
inter-caste marriage. 80% of them were against dowry 
system. All of them argued for widow remarriage. All of 
19. Ragunatha, Reddy, Changing Status of Educated Working 
Women, B.R. Publications Corporation, Delhi, 1986. 
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them opted for divorce in case of second marriage by their 
spouses. All the respondents disfavoured pre-marital 
sexual relations for girls as well as boys. 
Highly placed women showed greater resentment towards 
house work. 66.8% of the respondents argued that their 
spouses should help them in Kitchn work. 42.4% of these 
working women took decisions regarding such family matters 
as children's education , shopping and the preparation of 
menu. But 90% of their husbands in the sample did not allow 
women to take vital decisions pertaining to housing, economy 
and future of the children, as they thought that women 
lack in steadfastness. All the respondents of the sample 
under study aspired for higher education. 
Out of this sample the highly placed women stated 
that they enjoyed equality with men whereas low placed women 
opined otherwise. Majority of office and teaching staff 
respondents believed in natural superiority of man while 
medical professionals beLiving in the superiority of men 
less in nxxnber. Majority of medical professional women 
favoured the participation of women in politics in comparison 
of the other two categories. Highly placed professionals 
preferred addressing their husbands with their name where-
as the low placed wcxnen addressed them in traditional 
style. 
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H.Y. Siddiqul^°tried to explore the level of religious 
orthodoxy, level of education and employment, purdah prac-
tice and its impact on the social participation of wcxnen. 
The author has concluded the socio-economic backgroxind 
determined the educational level of women. He also concluded 
that urban women had better health and educational oppor-
txinities and demonstrated greater urge for change in their 
behaviour and attitudes. Siddiqui also concluded that 
religious orthodoxy did not play a significant role in 
Muslim women's indifference to modem facilities in terms 
of education and health. 
21 
Neera Desai studied the position of women in con-
temporary society. She feels that some of the norms and 
values that affect women today have their roots in the 
past. So in order to understand the status of women, it is 
necessary to provide a historical context to study it. To 
get an overview of the status of women she divided her 
article into three broad periods. The first period, 800 B.C. 
to 1800 A.D. is the colonial period including some references 
relating to the position of women in vedic texts, Arthas-
hastra of Kautilya and Manusmritri. The second period is 
the pre-independence period starting from 1800 to 1947 and 
the third is the post-independence period. 
20. Siddiqui, H.Y. Muslim Women in transition, Hamam Publi-
cation, New Delhi, 1987. 
21. Desai, Neera and Krishnaraj, Maithr^,i. Women and Society 
in India, Ajanta Publications, Delhi, 1987, pp. 25-49. 
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She found that an awareness to remove social dis-
abilities of wanen was created during the period prior to 
independence. Various women's organizations fighting for 
women's cause ^merged and finally several legislations 
were passed to remove the unequal position of women and these 
legislations affected Indian women to a great extent. Lastly, 
she concluded that various developments have taken place 
in the status of wcxnen. 
Pratima Kumari^^ tried to understand the changing 
values pertaining to marriage, family, education and employ-
ment of women and their legal awareness. Her locale of the 
study was university of Patna. She selected 260 women 
students as the sample. In the present study most of the 
child-marriage. They opined that minimisn age marriage for 
boys amd girls should be between 25 and 22 years. The 
respondents favoured inter-caste and love marriage and in 
arranged marriages the girl's choice should get the top most 
priority. The respondents also supported widow remarriage, 
remarriage of divorcees and compensation to divorcees. 
However, they didn't favour inter-religions marriage. 
Majority of the respondents opine that female education 
must be made compulsory and women students should be given 
facilities for higher education. They favoured the practice 
22. Kxjmari, Pratima, Changing Values among Yoxinq Women, 
Amar Prakashan, Delhi, 1988. 
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of co-education. However, the respondents differed amongst 
themselves regarding the age till when boys and girls should 
study together. The study could not substantiate the hypo-
thesis that higher education increase the intimate relation 
between boys and girls. 
Majority of the respondents did not like the contin-
uation of joint family system. It was argued that joint family 
impeded the growth of individuality and curtailed individual 
choice and freedom. Most of the respondents, therefore, 
favoured a nuclear family system. They did not attach any 
importance to the birth of a male child. Both boys and 
girls were deemed to be of equal legal and social status. 
Most of the respondents had accepted that family, decisions 
should be taken by any one irrespective of any consideration 
for sex. 
The study points out that women prefer certain jobs 
over others. They opt for such an occupation or profession 
which does not heavily distrub their marital and familial 
life* They mostly favour teaching jobs as it gives ample 
time to attend to family responsibilities. All the respon-
dents aspired for some employment after finishing their 
degree courses. They did not want to be idle housewives 
attending to household chores. They did not accept that 
female employment necessarily disturbed the marital harmony. 
Rather they argued that female employment helps in family 
adjustment. ^ 
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Most of the respondents in the study had only a 
partial awareness about various legal rights accorded to 
them. Only a few rights jpdrtaining to the daily life were 
known to them. It is not true that higher education leads 
to greater legal awareness of one's sights. Most of the 
respondents had only a vague awareness about such rights. 
Thus education may be said to be a necessary but not a 
sufficient condition for creating legal awareness amongst 
women. 
23 Shashi Jain attempted to find out what changes in 
the status-role sets of women have occured and what conflicts 
and constraints as issues of adjustment have been introduced 
in her status. The study is based on Hindu educated middle 
class women of four important cities of uttar Pradesh. The 
study assvunes that traditionally a women has fourfold 
status-role sequence. The roles she plays are that of a 
daughter, wife, housewife and mother. The study brings out 
that important changes have taken place in each of the 
four areas of the status-role sequence. The instrumental 
role has been played by increasing education of women, 
increasing urbanisation and changing normative structure of 
the society. The women has started participating in economic, 
social and political life. She is career-conscious and 
desires to seek a gainful employment. The study has found 
23. Jain, Shashi, Status and Role perceptions of Middle 
Class women, Puja i'ublishers. New Delhi, 1988. 
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that working women face numerous difficulties in carrying 
out their familial roles. There are conflicting demands on 
working women but they resist to leave their jobs because 
of these working women try to make fresh adjustments when 
there is a conflict between their occupational roles and 
family responsibilities. The study shows that there has been 
revolutionary change in the attitudes of women. Their expec-
tations are rising. They are determined to change their 
status and as a matter of fact have gained considerable 
economic* political and social upliftment. 
24 
Sushila Agrawal in her edited book "Status of 
Women* tried to cover multiple aspects of the changing status 
of women. The book addresses itself to the conceptual frame-
work, constitutional and legal provisions, socio-economic 
factors and educational dimensions in the emerging social 
scenario. 
The book tries to analyze the problems of Hindu as well 
as Muslim wcxnen with a view to bring out the difference in 
terms of their socio-legal position inspite of their similar 
constitutional and political rights. The book consists of 
nine articles including an article on Canadian women, with a 
view to have a c(xnparative and cross-cultural understanding 
of the status of Indian and Canadian wcxnen. It is found that 
despite cultural differences Canadian and Indian women face 
24. Agrawal, Sushila, Status of Wonen, Printwell Publishers, 
Jaipur, 1988. 
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similar problems, both Canadian and Indian women did not 
enjoy equali ty with men. 
In his a r t i c l e "Avoiding Conceptual Rat-Traps : A 
Normative Exercise Towards an Enduring Status for Women in 
India", Anam J a i t l y t r i e s to understand the s ta tus of 
wanen against the background of the national and internat ional 
t rends . He says, "Internat ional ly, the world today witnesses 
reigning contrasts of development maldevelopnent, affluence-
poverty, unsatiable consumerism - object hunger and mal-
n u t r i t i o n . The national scene likewise d e p i c t s . . . . the 
fact of progress and achievement on the one hand and the 
fact of poverty and bare survival on the other . Thus, the 
twin r e a l i t i e s of in ternat ional and nat ional orders clearly 
bring out the central place of Jti^stices,oppression and 
dominance in human a f f i r s , which do not dist inguish between 
male and female. Therefore, he thinks "every issue i s a 
women's i s sue . And "the women's s ta tus in India i s insepara-
bly linked with the wider social s ta tus of India, tha t no 
sectional promotion of wcsnen's i n t e re s t s i s possible without 
catering to the wider soc io-pol i t ica l cu l tura l issues of 
existence and s u r v i v a l . . . " However, J a i t l y f a i l s to under-
stand tha t wcxnen experience greater levels of suffering than 
men in any given socie ty . Lastly, he i s compelled to concede 
that equal p o l i t i c a l and economic power sharing can lead to 
25. Ib id . , 1 -12. 
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considerable mitigation of women's suffering and accordingly 
forwards some concrete policy proposals which merit serious 
consideraation• 
Nandini Upreti^ in her article "Changing Status of 
Women in India : Constitutional Provisions and Social 
Reality" maintains that constitution of India recognized 
the unequal social status of women and, therefore, special 
provisions were enacted to protect women workers in factories, 
mines and plantation. Accordingly, maternity leave provisions 
have also been made in organised sector. She believes that 
constitution of India envisages law as an instrument of 
social revolution. However, the groxind realities of Hindu 
and Muslim societies do not allow the enactment of only 
radical legal provisions and any quantum of legal redressals 
for the amelioration of the conditions of women is viewed 
with suspicion and deemed to be socially provocative. 
27 Madhu Shastra' in her contribution "Status of Special 
Protective Provisions of Penal and Criminal Codes under the 
Constitution of India* cites article 15(1) and 15(3) of 
Indian constitution with a view to show the validity of 
laws which discriminate in favour of women. Although there is 
no distinction on the basis of sex in the Indian Penal Code 
26. Ibid, pp. 13-22. 
27. Ibid., pp, 23-4 2. 
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yet the Penal Code, keeping in view the prevailing social 
conditions and norms of Indian society, does give special 
provisions which accord protection to women who could be a 
victim of the offences reletting to their sex. She points 
cut 'the constitutionality of Section 497 of Indian Penal 
Code was challenged in Abdul Aziz vs. State of Bombay on the 
ground that it was violation of Art. 14aad Art. 15 of the 
constitution, which confer the right to equality, but, 
delivering the Judgement justice Bose observed : "Article 
14 is general and must be read with other provisions which 
set out the ambit of fundamental rights. Sex is a sound 
classification and although there can be no discrimination 
in general on that groxond, the constitution itself provided 
for special provisions in the case of women and children. The 
two articles read together validate the impxanged clause in 
Section 497 of penal code. "Also after arguing the validity 
of special provisions for women in the criminal procedure 
code of 1963, she say, "it can safely be concluded that gender 
discrimination is permissible within the framework of the 
constitution*. 
28 R.R. Gupta*^  in his article women in Hindu law : 
their Property Rights* discusses the position of wcxnen and 
their property rights in the context of Hindu law. He 
maintains that women were not allowed to offer pinda to their 
28. Ibid.* pp. 43-58. 
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deceased . ancestors. As this religious ritual was instrumental 
in acquiring the proprietory rights from the ancestors, women 
were were effectively disappropriated and ; denied their 
due, Yajnavalkya, for the first time advocated the property 
rights of wonen and his position was seconded by Vrihaspati. 
The 19 20 Act pertaining to the right of inheritence improved 
the position of wcxnen which was governed by Kitakshra law. 
Subsequently, Hindu women's Rights to Property Act of 1937 
inaugurated far reaching changes in the law of succession 
and gave a for better deal to women in terms of property 
rights. The author tries to bring out the meaning of Stridhan 
by referring to Smiritis, Kanu, Katyayana, Yajnavalkya, 
Vijneshwara and others. He discusses the Hindu succession 
Act of 1956 as well. He concludes that the Hindu Succession 
Act of 1956 has conferred equal benefits on Hindu females 
with their male counterparts, but for all practical purposes 
the women are still being denied their due, as was the case 
before the passing of the Act. Lastly he makes certain 
suggestions for the effective implementation of the Act. 
29 
Asgar Ali Engineer in his article "Social Dynamics 
and Status of Women in Islam* analyzes Quranic approach to 
the position of women while placing the problem in contem-
porary perspective. He thinks that religion is deeply 
concerned with man's spiritual developnent and such a deve-
lopnent cannot occur in an atmosphere of social stagnation. 
29. Ibid..pp. 59-77. 
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Islam is a dynamic religion and emerged in response to the 
great social transformation that took place in Arabia in 
seventh century. He maintains that Quran neither catego-
rically advocates equality of sexes nor their inequality. 
Any inference to this regard depends upon the interpretators' 
personal view and the social conditions he is bom to. 
However, he points out that Quran through various statements 
advocates a better place for women in society by according 
them various rights Which do not interfere in its overall 
social and institutional framework. He also notes that "the 
ideals of Islam could not be achieved as ideals of other 
revolutions have not been and adds that Islamic society 
became feudalised soon after the death of Prophet and end 
of Caliphate and women came to be subjugated more and more. 
As a matter of fact, women are always accorded a low status 
in any feudal patriarichal society. Therefore, Quranic 
injections were correspondingly interpreted during the medie-
val ages and such an interpretation came to be accepted as 
religiously ordained position. Thus, a purely feudal tradition 
was consecrated as a religious one. This vital differences 
needs to be brought out in the contemporary frame of reference, 
The Quran as such accords quite comfortably with the present 
socio-economic and institutional framework which stands 
for equalisation of sexes. It is Muslim Orthodoxy and not 
Quran as such which has relegated Muslim women to Purdah 
system. 
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30 Sushila Jain has conducted an empirical study of 
Muslim women of Jaipur city. In her article "the process 
of Modernization in India and the Status of Muslim Women", 
she brings out the perception of Muslim women regarding 
employment, education and household finances. She observes, 
"Muslim women in India today are potential catalysts. Their 
emancipation could be a crucial step in the modernization 
of the community... An improvement in their status would 
not only imply a positive response to present day needs, 
but hasten, the process of Muslim community's integration 
into the mainstream of India's development efforts". Jain 
tries to analyze as to whether modernization in India has 
heralded any change in the position of Muslim women. She 
argues that majority of Muslim women desire econanic indep-
endence. 66.7% out of total women respondents thought it 
imperative that women should have a job in the present day 
society. The percentage of women arguing for economic 
independence for women was higher among yoving respondents. 
She recommends that only education of Muslim w«nen can be 
instrumental in ameliorating their econcxnic and political 
conditions. 
31 Indu Mathur in her article "Women and Social Change 
in Rural Rajesthan* has carried out an empirical analysis of 
533 farmer families from 80 villages of Rajesthan. She has 
30. Ibid. , 78-86. 
31. Ibid. , pp. 87-100. 
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examined two c r i t e r i a v i z . age a t marriage and education 
for determining the s ta tus of women in rural socie ty . She 
thinks that these two c r i t e r i a correspondingly represent 
t r ad i t i ona l normative system and modem urge for change. 
In her assessment ear ly marriage system in Rajesthan i s a 
big hurdle in improving the l o t of wanen there, as women 
find no time to develop t h e i r personal i ty . The most i l l u -
minating and perturbing finding of her study i s t ha t 
"during 1947-78 amongst the affluent families the trend was 
to lower the age of marriage. More women were married before 
a t ta in ing the age of 12 and boys were married between 12 
to 15. In the non-affluent group of fanners, however, the 
trend to increase the age of marriage of both boys and g i r l s 
continued. Highlighting tha t Child-Marriage Restraint Act 
i s being grossly violated she observes, "the overall v io-
la t ion was more in the aff luent families who, though pre-
tended to be progressive while expressing opinions, were 
conservative in act ion. Their affluence has ra ther helped them 
in performing early marriages of t h e i r children. I t begets 
pres t ige to the family in the ccxnmxinity'^^Here findings 
regarding education are highly disappointing/'^^The rura l 
people in Rajesthan think tha t education has no meaningful 
role to play in the l ives of women. In view of the same 
perspective on education the female dropouts from schools 
are higher among affluent people in comparison to the non-
a l luent c l ass . 
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Indu Mathur recommends that in order to improve the 
status of rural women in Rajesthan a change is needed to 
be impQssed from above. She opines that a general awareness 
regarding human rights needs to be created among the rural 
people• 
G.N. Unnithan in her article "Women and Education 
Counselling in Changing Stereotype Sex-Roles" maintains that 
position of women can be ameliorated only if our perceptions 
of the roles of men and wcaaaen change. Such a change in 
perceptions can be brought about by educators and counsellors 
by creating an awareness to change our attitudes and orien-
tations in general. She investigates the problem frcxn the 
perspective of system, arguing that a change in one aspect 
of women's status will actuate a change in other areas as 
well. The job of the counsellor is to destereotype our 
consciousness of sex roles, by reinforcing and weakening 
them as the case may be. She observes, "when we accept that 
education and employment are the twin major pre-requisites 
for an independent status, the girl must be made career 
conscious and more confident to enter the world". She asks, 
"Do girl students at present want to break out of their 
stereotype sex roles ? Some want, few succeed, most do not 
want to". She opines that it is one of lasting dilemmas of 
teachers and counsellors to strike a balance between 
32. Ibid. 
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stabilising and changing traditional and stereotyped 
sex-roles, 
N.E.F. Griffiths^"^ in her article women in Canada : 
A Perception of their Status in Mid-Eighties" analyzes 
the condition of women in the North American cultural scena-
rio. She points out that women had to struggle for their 
rights in Canada as well. A Commission on the status of 
women was appointed in 1967. The Commission presented 
167 recommendations to the government. The most important 
recommendation of the Commission was about the education 
of women. She points out that in 1970's Canada brought about 
certain crucial enactments for the betterment of women's 
education. She also observes that law in Canada is far 
more favourable to Women's problems in comparison to India, 
She writes, "The position of w<»nen in family life was 
altered by legislation and Judicial decisions, which improved 
their rights in the matters relating to property and income 
both in relationships of marriage and relationships less 
formally structured. By 1985 Canadian practice recognised 
that the work done by women as wives entitled them to mone-
tary recognition if there was a divorce.,, Equal pay for 
equal work has been accepted nation-wide since the Equal 
Rights Amendment Act of 1977*. She writes that "The radical 
33, Ibid, pp. 101-107. 
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changes which have taken place in p u b l i c a t t i t u d e s towards 
women have meant and continue t o mean continuous pxiblic 
deba t e . The improved condi t ions fo r women have not been won 
without o p p o s i t i o n s " . 
The numerous s t ud i e s on women's s t a t u s reviewed above 
ind ica t e t h a t though women's s t a t u s has changed a l o t , yet 
they continue t o keep a low soc ia l p r o f i l e desp i t e t h e i r 
indispensable c o n t r i b u t i o n s to our socio-economic i n f r a -
s t r u c t u r e . The low s o c i a l s t a t u s of major i ty of Indian 
women under l ines the need for g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n to t h e i r 
economic emancipat ion. Thei r s t a t u s can not be r a i s ed 
without c r ea t i ng consciousness among the people to t r e a t 
women equal t o men in each and every sphere of l i f e . To 
provide b e t t e r job p rospec t s t o women in d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s , 
t he re i s a need of s u i t a b l e educat ion, appropriate t r a i n i n g 
f a c i l i t i e s and ex tens ion in female employment programmes. 
Negative a t t i t u d e s , soc ia l apathy and d i sc r imina t ion 
aga ins t women should also be checked t o enhance g r e a t e r 
respec t for women. 
After independence, the Government of India , in 
o rder to improve t h e socio-economic condi t ions of women, 
passed a number of Acts , some of t he important Acts are 
a) ch i ld Marriage R e s t r a i n t Act 1929, b) Special Marriage 
Act 1954, c) Hindu Marriage Act 1955, d) Adoption and 
Maintenance Act 1956, e) Dowry P roh ib i t i on Act 1961, f) 
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1972 e t c . 
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These a c t s axre r e l a t e d to educa t ion , employnent, marr iage , 
i n h e r i t a n c e of proper ty e t c . After pass ing these a c t s 
i t was f e l t t h a t the s t a t u s of women can improve a l o t in 
d i f f e r e n t spheres . But women can only t ake benef i t from 
these l e g a l r i g h t s i f they are fu l ly aware of these a c t s . 
There fo re , a number of scholars have made an at tempt to 
a s se s s the women's l e v e l of awareness of var ious l e g a l 
and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s granted t o them. Pratima Kumarf 
and Mumtaz Al i Khan are important in t h i s con tex t . They 
concluded t h a t nost of the respondents had l e a s t knowledge 
about var ious Acts . S imi la r ly Mishra^ t r i e d t o a s se s s 
women's awareness regard ing Hindu Succession Act 1956. 
She conducted her s tudy on pos t -ma t r i cu l a t e urban married 
women. She foxaid t h a t a l a rge major i ty of the respondent 
(73.3%) had l i t t l e knowledge about the Act whereas a cons i -
derab le proport ion (23.3?i) were completely ignorant about 
t h e i r share in f a t h e r s p roper ty . Thus, she found t h a t the 
l e v e l of awareness of l e g a l r i g h t s i s very poor among women, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y r u r a l women. 
The ac t s confer employment, marriage and p rope r ty 
r i g h t s , but even educated and p ro f e s s iona l l y q u a l i f i e d 
women are scarcely aware of t h e i r l e g a l r i g h t s . What i s 
34. O p . c i t . , Pratima Kumari. 
35. O p . c i t . , Mumtaz Al i Khan. 
36. Mishra, S s 'Daughters Right to P r o p e r t y ' , Socia l welfare , 
v o l . 33, No. 6, 1981. "~ 
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important i s t o develop understanding and awareness of 
these r i g h t s among women, both educated and uneducated. 
However, a mere information about var ious Acts passed for 
t h e upgradatlon and amel iora t ion of women wi l l not do, 
women's movement and women's s t u d i e s should co-ord ina te 
and co-operate and necessary s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l act ion must 
be i n i t i a t e d and c a r r i e d out for making any r e a l break-
through in women's s t rugg le for honour, s t a t u s and e q u a l i t y . 
Chapter— IV 
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W O M E N A N D E D U C A T I O N 
Education plays a very significant role in the develop-
ment of htxfnan personality. The role of education in the 
lives of women can hardly be overstressed. In view of the 
fact that women have always been discriminated in the sphere 
of education, they need special attention as well as 
incentives to bring them at par with male counterparts. 
Historically speaking education was a male prerogative 
in the Indian society. However, due to increasing seculari-
zation of education, the state accepted the responsibility 
of educating all citizens irrespective of sex, caste or 
creed. This opened up educational avenues to women as well, 
even though education of women could never gather the same 
momentum as that of men. To begin with education of women 
did not have any economic aim but was basically undertaken 
with a view to raise the quality of family life. It was 
thought that education must be given to women to enhance 
their compability in marriage with emerging qualified male 
members of the society. Women were not deemed to have any 
intrinsic merit and status of their own. The status was 
relative to the male members of their class. The question of 
equality with men did not arise at all. 
Traditional cultural perceptions about the women's 
role and status as the secondary member in the family 
structure has been the main cause of male female inequality. 
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It has been assumed that women are subservient and inferior 
to men in all spheres of performance and achievement. This 
role perception has all along played a havuc with women's 
educational prospects. Because of the poor socio-economic 
conditions, India has always militated against women's 
education although it must be admitted that men too have 
suffered because of wide spread poverty. The poor economic 
scenario also explains the fact that why parents prefer 
boys in comparison to girls.for enrolement in schools and 
colleges. Boy's education is deemed a better investment of 
the family's small resources and girls are mostly employed 
at home. Women's education is deemed to be having lower 
economic utility and a women is considered as a secondary 
wage earner. In view of this fact, realities are altogether 
different. The overwhelming majority of Indian women perform 
multiple roles for the sustenance of their families and 
coromxuiitles. 
India has now adopted a constitution which guarantees 
equal social, political and economic rights and duties to 
all of its citizens irrespective of sex. It has enshrined 
certain clauses for the historically disadvantaged sections 
of the society as well. Such a situation augurs well for 
women's education. The fact that women have actively parti-
cipated in national freedan movement has also given ideolo-
gical and political fillip to the cause of women's education 
in post Independence India. Furthermore a modernising 
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developing economy has multiple requirements of its own. It 
needs a pool of skilled and trained persons with a view to 
meet its ever increasing demands. Thus, greater educational 
and occupational opportxinities have arisen in India for both 
men and wcsnen. As the new scientific and technological order 
generates more prosperity, the opportunities for women's 
participation in national developmental programmes will 
increase. There is an increasing realisation that expansion 
and diversification of women's education has a clear economic 
rationale. It is hoped that in years to come greater emphasis 
on women's education will beccxne instrumental in trans-
formation of women's roles from subservient and dependent 
persons to self-relient and independent human beings. 
An analysis of the last hxjndred years reveals that 
female education has progressed at considerable pace. The 
wide gap between male and female education has been narrowed 
to a great extent. The table 4,1 illustrates the historical 
developmental of women's education. 
The table 4,1 shows, there has been vast expansion 
in the education of women, still a vast majority of Indian 
women have remained outside the reach of education. The 
female education rate shows a steady growth from 1901 
upto 1991. The female literacy rate in 1901 has been 0.6%. 
In 1991 it has jxomped upto 39.42%. However, the absolute 
number of female illiterates has also increased. While in 
Table No.4«l 
Literacy Rate - India : 1901-1991 
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Year Persons Male Females 
1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 
19 61 
1971 
1981 
1981 
1991 
5.3 
5.9 
7.2 
9.5 
16.1 
18.33 
28.31 
34.45 
43.56 
(41.42) 
52.11 
9.8 
10.6 
12.2 
15.6 
24.9 
27.16 
40.40 
45.95 
56.37 
(53.45) 
63.86 
0.6 
1.1 
1.8 
2.9 
7.3 
8.86 
15.34 
21.97 
29.75 
(28.46) 
39.42 
Source : 1. Census of India. Paper I of 1981, Provisional 
Population Totals, Registar General and Census 
commission for India. 
2. census of India. Paper I of 1991, Provisional 
Population Totals, Series-1, 
Note I 1. Literacy rates of 1951, 1961, 1971 relate to 
population §ged five years and above. The rates 
for the years 1981 and 1991 relate to the popula-
tion aged seven years and above. The literacy rates 
for the population aged five years and above in 
1981 have been shown in brackets. 
2. 1981 census excludes Assam and 1991 census 
excludes Jammu and Kashmir. 
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1951 India had 161.9 million women illiterates, in 1981 
the nijmber of illiterate women has increased to 251 million. 
In view of the crucial importance of education in 
the development of women's personality and in the exp^iision 
of her social, political and economic prospects, the 
present, study has tondertaken to review important publi-
cations pertaining to women's education. The literature 
available on women's education mostly belongs to post-
independent India and much of it has come to the fore in 
view of the active leadership provided by women's movement 
during the last two decades. The studies that have been 
reviewed are both verticle and horizontal. The variables of 
caste, creed, class, occupation etc have prominantly fea-
tuxred in these studies. The findings of the studies indicate 
that education is an essential and inevitable input into the 
modernisation of women. The attitudes, responses and prior-
ities of educated women are comparatively modernistic while 
vineducated females have a greater fascination for traditional 
institutions and arrangements. The studies indicate that 
educated women have a higher social status and economic 
standing and greater say in deciding crucial domestic matters, 
Naik discusses the growth and development of women's 
education in the province of Bombay from 1818 to 1947. The 
1. Naik, C. The Education of Women in the Province of Bombay, 
A Retrospect and prospect, Unpxiblished Ph.D. Thesis, 
Bombay University, 1948. 
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study finds that : 
1. The educational position and the status of wcxnen in 
India were very low at the start of 19th century. 
2. Indian women have profited from the modernising impact 
of western education. 
3. Wcxnen as a gender lag far behind men in all branches of 
educational endeavour. 
Bajlal^ in his study on girls education and social 
changes in the state of Vindhya Pradesh points out that 
women's education has lagged behind that of men because of 
multiple and complex factors. He enumerates some of the 
main causes of women's educational backwardness. He finds 
that political considerations have been one of the most 
retairding factors of women's education as increased female 
literacy tends to radicalise women and change the power 
balance in society. Besides lack of transport and commxini-
catlon facilities, parental xuiwillingness, poverty and such 
social practices as purdah system, early marriage, caste 
system and the general lack of enterprise and planning are 
other main factors which he finds to be responsible for the 
educational backwardness of wcanen. 
2. Bajlal, S. (1954) in Girls Education and Social Change 
by C. Desai, A.R. Seth and Co., Bombay, 1976. 
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Bhatnagar discussed the effect of education on 
village community. He investigated three villages of Punjab 
with a view to determine the impact of modern education on 
their social structure. Bhatnagar postulates that educa-
tion is an agency of social change and a transformative 
mechanism from a traditional social structure to a modem 
one. He also assumed that education is likely to change 
marriage practices and help people to liberate themselves 
from traditional barriers of caste system. He also foimd 
that educated people do not go in for detailed marriage 
rituals. They do not take part in elaborate religious acti-
vities and consequently traditional value system based on 
caste is loosing its grip on them. Thus, he found that 
educated people have comparatively a more modernistic 
approach to life than uneducated people, 
4 
Mehta conducted a study on attitudes of women towards 
education and social issues. She found that the attitudes of 
married and unmarried women towards social issues did not 
differ significantly. He found that women representing 
higher socio-economic status and women coming from low 
socio-economic status did not differ in their attitudes 
towards social issues. Women ccwning from high as well as 
3. Bhatnagar, G.S. (1954). Education and Social Change, 
The Minerua Associates, Calcutta, 1929. 
4. Mehta, Vimla, Attitude of Women Towards Education and 
Social Issues, National Publishing House, New Delhtm 
1979. 
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low educational backgrounds also did not register a signi-
ficant difference in their attitudes towards social issues. 
Kehta points out that education was considered equally 
significant by all the respondents. All of them stressed 
the crucial role of education for the economic independence 
of women and they mostly favoured professional education 
for the amelioration of women's status, 
Mehta^ in his study on attitudes and choices of 
Rajasthan girls finds that parental law education need not 
necessarily be an impediment in the higher education of 
their girls. Again parental orthodoxy does not seem to be 
a constraint to higher educationof girls. However, when 
poor education of parents and their middle class economic 
status combines with their orthodox value system, this 
deadly combination appears to serve as a major constraint 
in the higher education of girls. 
Murickan in his study svimmarizes several research 
studies conducted in three metropolitan centres of Kerala, 
The study finds striking progress in formal education of 
wcrnien. It also finds that education and urbanisation have 
had a revolutionary impact on the attitudes, and values of 
5. Mehta, P. Attitudes and Choices of College Girls of 
of Rajesthan, Department of Psychology, Udhaipur 
University. Quoted from Research in Education by M.M. 
Bush, 1972-1978, pp. 5-3. 
6. Murickan, J. 'Women in Kerala : Changing Socio-Economic 
Status and Self-image', Social Action, vol.25. No. 1-4 
1975. 
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yOTinger women. Education no t only l ed to economic independence 
of women, but also gave them se l f confidence and sense of 
d i g n i t y . The study f inds t h a t most K e r a l i t e women s t i l l 
remained tander the dominance of t h e i r spouses and t h e i r 
educa t iona l^ progress was blocked by c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s 
t a b o o s . The study concludes t h a t women cannot be l i b e r a t e d by 
t h e spread of l i t e r a c y on ly . A s t rong mass based movement 
l ed by enl ightened female l e a d e r s can go a long way in 
p rov id ing freedom and e q u a l i t y of oppor tuni ty t o wonen. 
The study t r i e s t o find out the r e l a t i o n s h i p betv^en 
marriage and higher educa t i on . I t f inds t h a t with h ighe r 
l e v e l s of female educat ion in Kerala the average age of 
women a t marriage has considerably increased . The unemployed 
young women tend t o marry a t an e a r l i e r age. 96% of t he 
respondents in the study opine t h a t education helped them 
t o ad jus t b e t t e r t o f a m i l i a l and mar i t a l t e n s i o n s . The 
study f inds t h a t h igher t h e educat ion of women, t he more 
t r o u b l e son© i t i s to get a bridegroom of equal o r h ighe r 
educa t iona l s t a t u s . 80% of the respondents between t h e age 
group of 25 and 35, who were s t i l l unmarried were simply 
w a i t i n g for appropriate boy of the same o r h igher s t a t u s . 
Ramanamma analysed the inpact of education and 
employment on the a t t i t u d e s of women towards d i f f e r e n t soc ia l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , she observed t h a t educat ion and eraplcyment 
7 . Remanamma, A. Graduate Employed women in an Urban Se t t i ng , 
Dastana, Ramchandra Co, Foona, 1979. 
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have changed the attitudes of women regarding fa.-ily, 
position of women, friendship, marriage, education, employ-
ment and others. She fovmd that most of them wanted to marry 
purely on considerations of love and to have freedc^ 
in selection of their marriage partners. The interesting 
feature of the study is that women at the same tixe pre-
ferred to marry in traditional way. Thus, they were not 
free from cultural constraints. The study also revealed that 
majority of unmarried girls thought that dowry should not be 
given for educated girls. The majority of the respondents 
considered marriage as sanskara. Ramanama observed that a 
significant change in women's attitude took place because 
they preferred love marriage abolition of dowry, ecruality 
with partners and divorce by mutual consent. The iiaportant 
point is that young women preferred to live separately in 
family rather than with their in laws. Another fearure was 
that most of women did not prefer to marry with more 
educated and higher incomed persons as their husbands. Thus, 
the broad conclusion of the study was that change in employ-
ment brought about changes in overall attitudes of women. 
The traditional values with a few exceptions are net very 
important to them. 
g 
Shiboni Roy discusses the status of Muslim Women 
in the historical and Sociological perspective of l.'orth India 
8. Roy, Shiboni, Status of Muslim Women in North Ir.dia, 
B.R. Publishing Corporation, Delhi, 1979. 
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She postulates that Islam is the controlling vision of the 
world Muslim cc»nmunity. Thus Indian Muslims cannot be an 
exception. Their behaviour patterns are determined by Islamic 
world-view and value-system. However, she maintains that 
Indian historical and social experience has tended to gene-
rate specific behavioural patterns for North Indian Muslims. 
The Indian and Islamic identities tend to generate a conflict 
of loyalities and thus, this inherent contradiction into the 
Indian Muslim social situation always carries a strong 
potential for change. Roy indicated that educational awaken-
ing among Indian Muslim women has led to a meaningful and 
favourable shift in the perception of their status. Education 
among women has led to a greater degree of self-assurance, 
because of economic independence that follows concomitantly 
if not invariably. In view of the fact that Muslim educated 
males tend to prefer educated females as their spouses, there 
has been a spontaneous increase in the literacy of North 
Indian Muslim families. This phenomenon in turn has led to 
an increase in the marriage age of Muslim girls, Shiboni 
Roy inadequately concludes that such a phenomenon is in 
contradition with the principles of Islam, 
9 
Blumberg and Dwariki in their study on educated 
women of Banglore city examined the interaction of education 
9. Blxrnberg, R.L. and Dwariki, Indias Educated Women : 
Options and Constraints, Hindustan Publishing Corpora-
tion, Delhi, 1980. 
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and marriage systems and its total impact on their respondents, 
They pointed out that traditional normative structure is a 
complex formation and there are conflicting elements with it. 
Some elements were in tune with changing circumstances and 
other elements could not be fitted within the emerging social 
scenario. They maintain that conventional norm of arranged 
marriages has had an adverse impact on young female aspirants 
to higher education. Majority of the respondents opined 
great hopes on college education and hoped to going for 
higher education. The study observed that urban people were 
already convinenced by the importance of education for their 
sons and later on send their daughters to colleges as well. 
Parents send their daughters to colleges which minimized 
upto an extent their frustration of finding a suitable 
bridegroom for them as soon as possible. It was thought 
that college degree was deemed as an additional asset in 
the marriage market. Consequently highly educated women 
demanded highly educated husbands which in turn weakened 
the caste endogamy. In the process the dowry system was 
also minimized. 
Indu Menon^*^ tried to find out the role of education 
in upgrading the social position of Muslim women in Kerala. 
She has argued that education has not upgraded the position 
of Muslim Wonen to the desired extent which according to 
10. Menon, Indu, Status of Muslim Women in India, Uppal 
Publications, Delhi, 1981. 
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her is determined by the social structure and institutional 
factors in Muslim commvmity. However/ inspite of tradition 
bound social structure of Muslim community, higher education 
has made a significant contribution towards the amelioration 
of the lot of Muslim wc»nen in Kerala. It was found that 
daughters of educated parents were comparatively better 
educated and more modem in their behaviour and attitudes. 
Educated women had a higher say in matters pertaining to 
•narl^ al-« familial, economic, political and cultural activi-
ties. The study found out that practice of seclusion, early 
marriages, late entry in schools, and lack of meaningful 
role for educated women in Muslim community were main impe-
diments in Muslim women's struggle for better education. 
Chandrasekaran in her study on attitudes of rural 
Tamil Uadu women towards formal education points out that 
women have positive attitudes towards it. More than 70% of 
the respondents agreed to the following statements. 
1. The day to day practical affairs are better managed by 
educated girls than their xineducated counterparts. 
2. People cannot easily cheat girls. 
3. Educated girls can function as superior mothers than 
uneducated mothers. 
11. Chandresekaran, Promilla, Attitudes of Rural Women of 
Tamil Nadu Towards the Formal Education of Women, 
Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, St. Christophers College of 
Education, Madras, 1982. 
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4. Educated girls can more efficiently manage marital 
problems and handle family disputes more successfully in 
comparison to uneducated girls. 
5. Education helps women to liberate themselves from caste 
bias and think rationally. 
Rao in her study attempts to analyse the literacy 
and work participation rates of women in Karnataka state, 
with a view to bring out the disparities in the literacy 
rates of men and women in rural and urban areas and among 
schedule and non-schedule castes. She concludes that in 
comparison to men in different regions of Karnataka there 
are wide disparities in the literacy and work participation 
rates of women. In case of schedule caste women work parti-
cipation rates are higher, but their literacy rates are 
much lower than non-schedule caste women. Usha Rao also 
opines that there is deep correlation between high work 
participation rates coupled with low literacy rates and 
econcxnic backwardness. She recommends that unless additional 
attention is paid to groups of women belonging to backward 
areas, developmental programmes targeted at wcxnen will 
not become successful. 
Agrawal tried to bring out the impact of education 
in the modernisation of women. Her study has compared the 
12. Rao, Usha, N.J. 'Disparity in Literacy and Work Partici-
pation Rates of Women in Karnataka' in Amit Kumar Gupta 
(ed.) Women and Society - the Development Perspective, 
Criterion Publications, New Delhi, 1986. 
13. Agrawal, Kamta, Education and Modernisation - A Study of 
Hindu and Muslim Women, Educresearch Publications, New 
Delhi, 1986. 
women and the a t t i t u d e s oy Muslim women were found t o be more conser-
1 2 3 • 
attitudes of Muslim and Hindu women towards different 
practices and institutions. Her samples consists of 300 
educated as well as uneducated women belonging to both the 
communities in Delhi. The sample was taken from middle income 
group and their responses on family, marriage, women's status, 
education, caste and religion were sought. Her study concludes 
that education have played a significant role in changing 
the attitudes of women. Religion had also a deep impact 
on 
vative them Hindu women. The age group did not make much 
difference. Younger educated girls and elder educated women 
were found to have similar attitudes. The study also foxond 
that tradition had a strong impact on women's lives and 
the pace of change was slow. 
Lakhar in her study on the development of wcsnen's 
education in Assam surveys the various historical factors 
hindering women's educational progress in pre-independence 
era. She points out that during the colonial period the 
was 
whole of Indian subcontinent grooming/\inder stagnation and 
educational retardation of women. It was a function of 
overall national backwardness and widespread wastage of 
human and natural resources. The post independence India 
achieved a definite progress in women's education and 
14. Lakhar, Bina, Development of Women Education - Study 
of Assam, Cmsons Publications, Guwahati, 1987, 
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various Five Year Plans helped to gradually increase the 
literacy percentage of Indian women. In course of time the 
social prejudices against female education died down and 
girls started receiving all types of education. In the pro-
fessional sphere, there was also a great improvement in the 
enrolment of women. 
based 
Datta /his analysis on data collected in the city of 
Bombay. The study tries to find out some hypothesized rela-
tionship between investment in education and earnings, 
family background and educational attainment, education and 
age at marriage and lastly the impact of education on the 
size of family. Datta has found out a very significant 
positive relationship between women's education and earnings. 
He concludes that education is an asset equalent to any 
other factor of production which generates economic power 
for women. However, the imperfect market structure and 
unequal distribution of resources themselves determine 
women's access to education. Datta further finds that educa-
tion does influence the wcxnen's age at marriage. Educated 
women also tend to have smaller families. Urbanised and 
working girls marry at a later age. In view of the same 
he recommends that better and comprehensive educational 
policies can surely enhance the status of women by providing 
greater employment opportunities. Education can also play 
15. Datta, R.C. 'Women's Education, Family Size and Earnings', 
Indian Journal of Social work, vol. 18(3), 1987, 
pp. 325-332. 
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a significant role in the reduction of family size and 
population growth, 
Indiradevi^^ in her study tries to find out the changes 
emerging in the patterns of role performance, decision making 
and behaviour patterns among educated and employed women in 
Hindu families. The data was collected from 160 couples, 80 
representing families with educated but unemployed wives 
and another 80 with educated and employed wives in the 
coastal city of Visakapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. 
The findings of the study indicate that women's 
education has brought about radical changes in conjugal 
role performance, decision making and behaviour patterns. 
Employment of educated women enhance the process of change 
and check mate male dominance. This makes for equalitarian 
conjugal relationships. The crucial finding of the s tudy was 
that employed women's financial contribution to family 
resources plays an instrumental role in facilitating the 
change towards equality between spouses. The results of the 
study indicate that increasing attention must be concentrated 
on women's education if they are to be emancipated and 
their status is to be improved. Education is an essential 
condition for the upliftment of women. However, it is not 
sufficient by itself to establish an equalitarian conjugal 
relationship. The study recommends that education of women 
16. Indiradevi, M. Women, Education, Employment and Family 
Living - A study of emerging Hindu Wives in Urban India, 
Gian Publishing House, Delhi, 1987. 
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and employment opportunities for women should go together 
with a view to promote equality between spouses. 
Agrawal^^ in her study on women's education tries to 
bring out the changing perceptions of both parents and 
daughters towards higher education. The study finds that 
highly educated women earning mothers have a very healthy 
attitude towards their daughters education . 83% of highly 
educated working mothers favoured higher education of their 
daughters so that their personality develops and they become 
economically independent. Highly educated and employed 
fathers having nuclear families also favoured higher educa-
tion for their daughters both for their personal development 
and better matrimonial prospects. As against this, business 
class and joint family system do not favour equality of 
educational opportunities for their daughters. They educated 
their daughters with the sole aim of brightening their 
matrimonial prospects. 
The girls themselves have different attitude towards 
their education. They are more concerned about their 
personal development and economic independence, Cnly 1/4 of 
the total respondents amongst girls were found entertaining 
traditional views about education. That may be because of 
parental views, family structure and occupation etc, the 
study stresses. 
17. Agrawal, Kuntal, Wcroen and Education, R.G. (Post-Graduate) 
College, Meerut. 
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The studies reviewed in this chapter have clearly 
indicated that education plays a very significant and mean-
ingful rple in the development of women's personalities. 
It gives them a sense of dignity and self-assurance. The 
educated women tend to develop attitudes and values that 
are in tune with contemporary social scenario. Besides, 
education has becotie indispensable for achieving economic 
independence and availing of the opportunities thrown 
equally open to both males and females in various sectors 
of economy. Women have to go in for highly advanced tech-
nical and vocational courses if they really want to make 
any breakthrough in their struggle for equality and parity. 
Besides, some of the studies also point out that xaneducated 
women are totally unaware of their legal and constitutional 
rights and, therefore, cannot even join the struggle for 
survival. Due to complete ignorance of their rights and 
duties uneducated women cannot meaningfully contribute to 
the development of their families and immediate environment. 
As they have no or very little economic standing, they 
cannot have any major say in deciding crucial family and 
domestic matters. 
Wcxnen's education, as some studies bring out has 
suffered due to complex socio-political factors. It has been 
pointed out that, as education tends to radicalise women, 
political leaders have found it in the best of their interests 
to keep them ignorant. Other factors too have played their 
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role. Two of most important institutions of Indian society 
viz-a-vi3» caste system and purdah system too have contri-
buted to keep women «»ducationally backward. However, still 
significant gains have been registered in women's education 
and wcxnen have made significant progress in vitally contri-
buting to contemporary society, polity and econony. Their 
attitudes are changing and they are looking toward to a 
more meaningful and prosperous future. Modern India provides 
women equal opportunities and responsibilities, and it is 
hoped that in course of time women will emerge with their 
male counterparts on equal terms. 
However* mere spread of women's education will not solve 
their problems. It is true that education can bring awareness 
and understanding among women, but struggle for equality 
demands a radical political programme to fight against 
historical injustices. Women's movement will have to broaden 
into a full-fledged political agenda and concrete steps 
need to be taken to ameliorate women. More and more women 
will have to function as social workers, political activists 
and labour unionists. Only an integrated action plan by 
these various agencies can liberate women from their age-long 
slavery and drudgery. Women's studies can greatly contri-
bute in this direction by providing appropriate academic 
inputs, analyses and classifications. 
Chapter - V 
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W O M EN AT W O R K _ 
Examining the re la t ionship of women to economy i s 
central to women's Stiadies. Women's contribution to economy 
needs to be separately dea l t with/ in view of the fact tha t 
a great deal of women's work remains inv i s ib le . The exact 
contribution of woman to economy i s only p a r t i a l l y and 
e r r a t i c a l l y documented, secondly, as the social and cxiltural 
perceptions of men and women d i f f e r , women need to be 
specially and specif ical ly studied in terms of t h e i r 
contribution to economy and par t ic ipat ion in t o t a l work-
. force, women's r e spons ib i l i t i e s are different and they 
encounter d i f ferent types of cu l tura l taboos. Furthermore, 
t h e i r child-bearing role places them in a different s i tua -
t i on . Thirdly, a coherent explanation i s needed as to why 
h i s to r i ca l ly women have played a subordinate ro le , f inal ly, 
in view of the fact tha t women face specific problems and 
issvies in the working l i f e , they, therefore, need special 
focus* at tent ion and analys is . 
There i s a widespread bel ief that women In Inaia have 
been economically dependent on t h e i r male r e l a t ions from 
times iroiienorial. The society has perceived women to be 
confined to house-keeping, making no considerable economic 
contributions for the management and up-keep of family l i f e . 
I t i s being argued tha t the modernisation process has 
Improved the employment posit ion by providing them educational 
1 : o 
opportxmitles and granting them certain basic r i g h t s . 
However, t h i s description of women's contribution to human 
society and econony i s a highly misleading assessment of 
the h i s t o r i c a l role of women. The modernisation process has 
inducted a considerable number of women belonging to upper 
and middle classes of society into the salar ied c l a s s . 
However, the overwhelming majority of our rura l women have 
h i s t o r i c a l l y played a s igni f icant role to the development 
of economy and society. For centuries they have been per-
forming multiple and major economic roles both within and 
outside the family. These women have always worked larger 
hours than men, bvit t he i r work has never been recognised 
or equally paid for . 
However, the scenario has now d ras t i ca l ly changed. 
For the l a s t fifteen years women ' s role in social production 
has been the focus of intensive research and analys is . The 
process s tar ted with the declarat ion of women's Decade 
(1975-1585). I t was an o f f i c i a l recognition to the s ign i -
ficance of analysing multiple aspects of the role of women 
in productive and reproductive a c t i v i t i e s , consequently 
a vast body of theoret ical and empirical s tudies have 
appeared on women ' s socio-economic contr ibutions. 
In India, i t was only af ter the report of the c ommittee 
on the s ta tus of women tha t considerable at tention was paid 
to women's role in economic production. The available 
1 11 
l i t e r a t u r e and d a t a p u r p o r t s t o b r i n g o u t two f e a t u r e s o f 
w o n e n ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e i 
a) "The l o w e r l e v e l o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e o f women, v i s - a - v i s 
t h a t o f men, 
b) t h e d e c l i n i n g t r e n d i n women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e o v e r 
t i rae" .^ 
The l o w e r work p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e o f women i s t a b u -
l a t e d in t h e f o l l o w i n g t a b l e . 
p e r c e n t a g e o f E c o n o m i c a l l y A c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 8 1 
p e r c e n t a g e o f E c o n o m i c a l l y worker 
Year A c t i v e Sex r a t i o 
1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1951 
1961 
1971 
1981 
s o u r c e I C a l c u l a t e d from Census o f I n d i a , V a r i o u s r e p o r t s . 
1 . D u w u r y , N a t a , 'women i n A g r i c u l t \ i r e t A Review o f t h e 
Indian L i t e r a t u r e * , Economic and p o l i t i c a l w e e k l y , 
v o l . a.^ , No. ^ 5 , 1 9 8 9 . 
Male 
6 1 . 1 
6 1 . 9 
6 0 . 5 
5 8 . 3 
5 4 . 0 
5 7 . 1 
5 2 . 8 
5 3 . 2 
Female 
3 1 . 7 
3 3 . 7 
3 2 . 7 
2 7 . 6 
2 3 . 3 
2 7 . 9 
1 4 . 2 
2 0 . 9 
504 
5 25 
516 
450 
408 
460 
215 
367 
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The lower work par t ic ipat ion rate of wonien as 
documented by decennial census reports In t h i s century are 
highly misleading and suffer from serious confusions. The 
women's work par t ic ipa t ion ra te has been Indicated to range 
between one fourth to one half of the male par t ic ipat ion 
r a t e . The most misleading featxare of a l l these census reports 
has been systematic exclusion of domestic work from economic 
ac t iv i ty in a l l census envimeration. There i s a growing 
recognition t h a t typical a c t i v i t i e s carried out by women 
are systematically excluded from labour force and national 
incoras s t a t i s t i c s , women's work tends to be disregarded in 
a l l over perceptions of the society and t h i s bias informs 
the s t a t i s t i c a l data collected on women's a c t i v i t i e s . There 
are methodological, operational and def in i t ional problems 
regarding women's a c t i v i t i e s . For example, at the methodo-
logical l eve l , the time reference periods used in sxorveys 
tend to exclude seasonal f luctuat ions or intermit tant 
employment. At the operational l eve l , mostly census takers 
interview male respondents, thus leading to an under-
estimation of women's contribution. At the def ini t ional 
l eve l , the economic a c t i v i t i e s are so defined as to keep 
away the invis ib le and gender specific a c t i v i t i e s performed 
by women. 
The most disastrous and r idiculous d i s tor t ion i s the 
use of the words "vXJrking" women and ^non-working" wonen in 
current usage, Neera Desai observes, " i t i s as inappropriate 
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as the terms vegetar ian and non-vegetar ian t o d i s t i n g u i s h 
between nea t e a t e r s and non-meat e a t e r s because everyone 
e a t s vege ta r i an products with o r withovit meat. Men and wonen 
both work. The di f ference l i e s In t h e , k inds of works they 
do , where i t i s done; how i t i s done; for what kind of rewards 
and so on . I t by 'work' we imply broadly 'economic a c t i v i t y ' , 
then women have always worked. I t cannot but be o therwise . 
The mate r i a l requirements for su rv iva l demand every o n e ' s 
co -ope ra t ion . According t o Anthropologis ts / women were 
the major producers of food, c l o t h i n g , c r a f t s , many d i f f e r e n t 
t o o l s through most of the hroman h i s t o r y . In f a c t , t h i s 
cont inues to be so in a l l those s o c i e t i e s of the world 
where product ion i s mainly for sxobsistence and not for 
s a l e " . 2 
Actua l ly , var ious technological ,economic and p o l i t i c a l 
developments have conspired in to d i sc r imina t ion aga ins t 
women. The growing technolog ica l and s c i e n t i f i c p rogress 
i s in t roducing changes a t both micro economic and macro 
economic l e v e l s . This changes the d iv is ion of laboxjr within 
na t ion s t a t e s as well as households . In c o u n t r i e s where 
s t ep s have been taken to genera te enploynent for women, 
new l e g i s l a t i v e measures on e q u a l i t y have been adopted 
and spec ia l measvires t o e l im ina t e d i sc r imina t ion between 
men and women at work place have been introduced and d e f i n i t e 
2 , Desal , Neer and K a i t h r e j i Krishna Raj, women and Society 
in Ind ia , Ajanta Pxiblications* Delhi , 1987. 
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progress towards amelioration of wonen's s ta tus has been 
reg is te re J, However, In nxjst of the countries women face 
unacceptable hurdles tha t are specif ica l ly re la ted to the i r 
s ta tus as workers. The problems that woiren face are nnilti-
dinenslon i l . However, the centra l problems faced by women 
workers are unequal access to employment, education and 
t ra in ing ind unequal pay. In addition to i t , women have 
hardly an; representation in planning and policy i n s t i -
txjtions OJ • in in ternat ional , national and local bodies 
where cru< lial decisions about work and l i f e are arrived a t . 
p o l i t i c a l ; legal and social s ta tus of women has 
a qual i ta t ive change in view of the increasing 
The 
undergone 
nxanber, or women working outside the household. The large 
scale par t ic ipa t ion of women in paid employment is a s t r ik ing 
feature of contemporary social s t ruc ture . The massive 
contributions of women to economy and society and almost 
systematic non-recognition of these contributions needs to 
be analysed and ijnderstood within the ideological/ct i l tural 
franework which assigns the role of bread winner to man. 
His tor ica l ly women have carried out basic functions in 
subsistence economy and now in t h i s technological i n t e r -
vention, when mostly people work in surplus and export 
oriented economies wherein women have somewhat l o s t in the 
technological race , s t i l l contribute massively to overal l 
growth of economy, but t he i r role i s not being suff ic ient ly 
and meaningfully appreciated. 
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In t h i s chapter^ some of the important stxidies on 
women's ro le t o var ious economic s ec to r s have been reviewed. 
The s tud ie s i nd i ca t e t h a t though women have been on the 
fo re - f ron t of economic s t ruggle and have massively c o n t r i -
buted to a g r i c u l t u r a l , i n d u s t r i a l and t echno log ica l p rogress , 
y e t t h e i r r o l e has remained l a r g e l y vinrecognised. conse-
quent ly , the soc i a l s t a t u s of women has not improved and 
although the percentage of working woaen has increased in 
some areas y e t women's share in conternporary economy i s 
unacceptably low. In the modern o r contemporary occupat ions, 
where the percentage of women workers has inc reased , some 
s t u d i e s t r y to i nves t i ga t e the impact of these occupations 
on the soc ia l s t a t u s of women. The s t ud i e s a l so focus on the 
" i n v i s i b i l i t y phenoroenon" of women's work which i s l a rge ly 
conducted within the household and not defined as produc-
t i v e work. The s t u d i e s , t h e r e f o r e , recommend c e r t a i n measures 
fo r the recogni t ion of women's work and upgradat ion of 
t h e i r s t a t u s . 
s r i v a s t a v a in her study t r i e s t o i n v e s t i g a t e the 
f a c t o r s t h a t compel married women to e n t e r the labour 
market and a lso to find out how the employment of such 
women changes t h e i r behaviour and l i f e - s t y l e s , with a view 
t o b r ing i t out a sample of educated working women from 
th r«e d i f f e r e n t p r e s t i g e l e v e l s has been s e l ec t ed by he r . 
3 , s r i v a s t a v a , V in i t a , Employment of Educated Married women 
in India , National Publ i sh ing House, New De lh i , 1978. 
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The f indings of the study i n d i c a t e t h a t family s i t u a t i o n 
and the age of the chi ldren usua l ly have l i t t l e impact on 
women's dec is ion t o join paid jobs or withdraw from them. 
Most women e n t e r employment market before t h e i r marriage 
and majority of them continue t h e i r employment even a f t e r 
marriage and c h i l d - b e a r i n g . The study f inds t h a t occupational 
p r e s t i g e of husband i s the main cons idera t ion in the choice 
of a w i f e ' s j o b . At a l l p r e s t i g e l e v e l s wiv^work in occupa-
t i o n s which a r econs i s t en t o r only s l i g h t l y l e s s p r e s t i g i o u s 
than t h a t of t h e i r husbands occupat ion . A wife was never 
found working in an occupation which was much lower in rank 
t o the occupation of her husband, A good majori ty of 
husbands and wives work in same kind of occupat ion. 
The study f inds t h a t employment does lead to a change 
on var ious aspec t s of behaviour and l i f e - s t y l e s of women. By 
comparing working and non-working women at d i f f e r e n t soc io-
economic l eve l s^ the study f inds t h a t the f e r t i l i t y oehaviour 
undergoes a change when women engage in gainful employment 
OTxtslde the household, working women have l e s s chi ldren 
than non-working women. The influence of enployment i s also 
f e l t on the family composition and the way domestic respon-
s i b i l i t i e s are shared in the household. In most of t he 
cases working women have t o keep no ther - in - law or some 
o t h e r r e l a t i v e s or employ some domestic help t o take care 
of t h e i r home and c h i l d r e n . In t he fami l ies of working 
women husband and wife develop g r e a t e r cooperat ion and share 
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domestic r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , working women are more l i b e r a l 
than non-working women, working women have wider soc ia l 
i n t e r a c t i o n and get t h e oppor tuni ty t o make t h e i r own 
co l l eagues , while as most of the l e i s u r e time a c t i v i t i e s 
of the non-working women are confined within t h e i r imnediate 
neighbourhood, working women join p ro fess iona l o rgan i sa t ions 
or soc i a l welfare o rgan i sa t ions whereas non-working women 
are mostly members of r e c r e a t i o n a l clxabs. working women 
compared t o non-working women fee l t h a t women should have 
equal r i g h t s in mat te rs of marriage and p r o p e r t y . They are 
more modern is t ic and enjoy a high standard of l i v i n g in 
comparison t o non-working women. 
Asok Mitra'* examines on the b a s i s of 1961 census 
alone how female p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the major groups of 
household and non-household industri-^ in the r u r a l and xirban 
areas in Ind ia as a whole and in r e spec t of each of i t s 
f ive p o l i t i c a l zones fared in comparison to male p a r t i c i -
pat ion in each c a s e . The study concludes t h a t t he mean 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n sex r a t i o i s qu i t e low. In r u r a l household 
Indus t ry i t i s not so unsa t i s f ac to ry as in urban household 
indus t ry . But in non-household i ndus t ry , both in r u r a l and 
urban a r e a s , the mean sex r a t i o are alarmingly low, secondly, 
t he zonal d i s t r i b u t i o n of mean sex r a t i o show t h a t the whole oi 
4 . Mit ra , Asok, s t a t u s of women - Household and Non-Household 
Economic A c t i v i t y , All ied p u b l i c a t i o n s , Bombay, 197S. 
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northern India in cotrparison to southern and western parts 
of India employs very low proportion of women. Thirdly, the 
study compares the position of rioral and urban woiren and 
finds out t h a t in urban areas wonen's place was th i rd and 
fourth in educational and medical services , respect ively, 
whereas in rviral areas i t was at the twenty f i f t h and tenth. 
Conversely, in rural areas, for more women were employed 
in Water supply. Sanitary Services and Plantation crops. 
Fourthly, the study finds that more females are engaged 
in household economic a c t i v i t i e s them in non-household 
a c t i v i t i e s . Female par t ic ipat ion in household industry such 
as t e x t i l e s , tobacco products and forestry which are 
characterized by high labour in tens i ty and l e s s s k i l l i s 
far more than in other economically s ignif icant sectors . 
La l i t a Devi in her study which was conducted in 
Trivandrum c i t y , attempts to examine the impact of female 
employment on her s ta tus within the family, office and 
society. The findings of the study indicate t ha t employment 
has decidedly enhanced the s ta tus of women in the family. 
The employed women enjoy greater social and familial s ta tus 
than the i r unemployed counterparts . The study t r i e s to 
examine the s t a tus of women viz; t he i r par t ic ipa t ion in the 
decision making process, extent of freedom in speaking, 
e t c . Respondents of the study accepted tha t they found the i r 
5 . Devi-U. L a l i t a , ' s t a tus and Employment of women in India, 
B.R. Publishing House, Delhi, 1982. 
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male rosmbers in the off ice qu i t e c o - o p e r a t i v e . All of them 
were h igh ly s a t i s f i e d with t h e i r j o b s . Employment helped 
them t o r e a l i s e t h e i r p o t e n t i a l and gave them necessary 
confidence and assxirance. I t a l so gave them a chance to 
prove t h e i r worth in a male dominated s o c i e t y . Besides 
employed women had developed a new s e t of a t t i t u d e s in l i n e 
with modern t r e n d s , whereas unemployed women were move 
rooted In t r a d i t i o n a l moves and customss. Thus, the s tudy 
concludes t h a t employment p lays an ins t rumental role in 
r a i s i n g the s t a t u s of women in the family, in the of f ice 
and in the s o c i e t y . 
Kar lekar in her study t r i e s to presen t a soc io -
economic p r o f i l e of married working women from an under-
developed commtjnity in an urban con tex t . The sample cons i s t 
of 80 sweeper women of Delh i . The study po in t s out t h a t 
employment of underpr ivi leged women i s \jnavoidable for 
maintaining the soc ia l and economic o rde r . The cont r ibu t ion 
of women to family income i s s u b s t a n t i a l and t h e i r ch i ld ren , 
husbands and o t h e r r e l a t i v e s a l so depend on them in var ious 
ways. They are engaged in major household jobs such as 
cooking, c l ean ing and c h i l d - c a r e . The study f inds t h a t 
the women did not have any major so le in decis ion making. 
Only r e l a t i v e minor dec i s ions are taken by women fo lk . 
The stxx3y f u r t h e r f inds t h a t males are inc reas ing ly giving 
6. Kar lekar , Malavika, Poverty and women's V-Jork — A Case 
Study of Sweeper Women in De lh i , Vikas Publishing House, 
Delhi , 1982. ' ~ 
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scavenging j o b s , females had very few chances of l eav ing 
t h e i r cas te occupat ion . These women were hopeless about the 
future of t h e i r daughters as f a r more boys were r e g i s t e r e d 
in schools in comparison to g i r l s in Balmiki community 
and women feared t h a t t h e i r daughters might have to take 
s imi l a r assignments when they grow up. 
Nigar Fatima Abidi^ in he r study on Muslim women 
weavers t r i e s t o stxady the problems faced by them in the 
home bared t e x t i l e indus t ry . The study found t h a t women 
weire engaged in weaving a c t i v i t y for 7-11 hours d a i l y . 
Besides they had t o at tend va r ious household chores . They 
had to care for the k i d s / husbands, o ther family iremoers 
e t c . They were a lso found a c t i v i l y occupied with animal 
husbandry, cooking and gardening as we l l . The women usual ly 
remain confined to the four wa l l s of t h e i r houses and were 
considered a s s i s t a n t s t o t h e i r r e spec t ive male members. 
Although women weavers performed major ro le in the t e x t i l e 
indus t ry , they had no important place in family decis ion 
making and they coiild not spend money on t h e i r own, 
o 
Singh and v i l t anan in t h e i r study p re sen t a s e l ec t ion 
of 13 papers on "women and Home-based product ion" . The 
papers were d e l i b e r a t e d upon a t the conference on women 
7 . Abldi, Nigar Fatima, 'Home Based Production — A case 
study of women weavers in a v i l l a g e of Eastern U.P. in 
I n d i a ' , in Amit Kiomar Gupta (ed.) women and soc ie ty - The 
Developmental Pe r spec t ive , c r i t e r i o n P t ib l i ca t ions , 
New Delh i , 1986. 
8. Singh, Andrea Manefee and Ani ta Ke l l e s Viitanem, 
Inv i s ib le Hands s Women in Home-based product ion . Sage 
P u b l i c a t i o n s , New Delhi , 1987. 
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and household held at New Delhi in January 19 85. The 
papers t r i ed to find out the nature of productive or 
income earning work done by women in the i r homes. All the 
authors of the study concur t h a t home based work mostly 
carried out by wonen i s a common phenomenon in developing 
soc ie t ies and desixres serious sociological invest igat ion. 
Unfortunately, the home based income earning work done by 
women mostly remains inv i s ib le . The work i s not recorded 
in of f ic ia l s t a t i s t i c s . The payment to the female worker 
i s i r regula r . Besides, women themselves have accepted 
overal l the p o l i t i c a l , social and economic norms of the 
male dominated society tha t they themselves consider the 
significance of t he i r home based work as only per ipheral . 
Therefore the study highlight Vcurious factors which conspire 
to make home based work invis ible for planners as well as 
society in general . 
The papers in f i r s t section highlight s ignif icant 
problems such as growing informalisatIon of modern sector, 
prohibit ive cost of production, exploi tat ive nature of 
private cont rac ts , lack of employment opportuni t ies , 
low-wages, e r r a t i c work schedule, disorganised work force 
and the lack of protective l eg i s l a t ion e t c . The other 
papers in the section are case studies of home-based 
women's work such as : beedi - ro l l ing , garment manufactures, 
f ru i t processing, dairying animal husbandry and t rad i t iona l 
handicraf ts . In the Ilnd section case studies of specific 
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schemes and s t r a t e g i e s aiited a t improving the s t a t u s of 
hone based work and vromen workers have been p resen ted . 
Each case d e s c r i p t i o n i s followed by an e v a l u a t i o n . The 
study a lso exp lo res ways and means of un i t i ng hone based 
workers and giving them g r e a t e r bargaining power and making 
pub l i c aware of t he con t r ibu t ion of t h i s hidden work force . 
Q 
Ramanama and aambawale have t r i e d to compare the 
work cond i t ions of women in l a rge s c a l e , medium s ize and 
small scale i n d u s t r i e s in the c i t i e s of Bombay and pune. 
The study p o i n t s out t h a t women workers have sound welfare 
b e n e f i t s such as materni ty leave of th ree months and 
crechs a t tached t o fac tory in the l a rge scale indus t ry . 
The women do not have an independent r ep re sen t a t i on in 
the f ac to ry , but are members of t he t r ade xjnions dominated 
by male worker. The xjnions gene ra l ly are not i n t e r e s t e d 
by problems faced by women workers . Fiorthermore, women 
workers genera l ly do not have any decis ion - making power 
regarding t h e i r s a l a r i e s . The respondents interviewed 
in the case study indicated t h a t an overvhelming majority 
of women functioned at lower and Junior l eve l s . ^Kos t of 
them were employed as workers on production and had l i t t l e 
chance of any promotion whatsoever. Only a few could 
achieve dec i s ion - making Executive cadre . I t was also 
9, Ramanama, A. and Usha Bambawale, women in Indian Industry , 
Mi t t a l P u b l i c a t i o n s , De lh i , 1987. 
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found t h a t male subordinates do not approve off t h e i r 
au tho r i t y and created var ious types of hurd les with a view 
to distiorb t h e smooth funct ioning of the o rgan i za t i on . 
Add i t iona l ly , women are sxobjected t o considerable sexual 
harrasinent and as most of the workers usua l ly belong to 
lower c l a s s and l e s s educated family background, they accept 
as well as expec t such t rea tment as a p a r t of t h e i r p rofe -
s s iona l l i v e s . A comparison of the female workers in Pune 
and Bombay in a l l the th ree t ypes of f a c t o r i e s r evea l s 
t h a t women g e t b e t t e r emoluments and perks in Bomoay. They 
are well unionised and are in execut ive p o s i t i o n s in the 
unions . In t h e medium s ize f a c t o r i e s women are g e t t i n g 
minimum wages, bonus and o the r p e r k s . However, the re are 
no ere ache f a c i l i t i e s nor any subs id ised t r a n s p o r t . The 
g r e a t e s t e x p l o i t a t i o n of women t a k e s place in small scale 
f a c t o r i e s . 'Aomen even do not ge t minimum wages, women 
are given employment in these f a c t o r i e s because they 
cannot o rganise and lack s t rong xinionising i n s t i n c t s . 
Small scale f a c t o r i e s have no f a c i l i t i e s for women. They 
have no permianent s e rv i ce , no leave en t i lement and no 
bonus. They are often employed on d a i l y wage b a s i s . 
Cauvery and Sudha Nayak presented a study aboiat 
female l abour force p a r t i c i p a t i o n in Tamil Nadu. The paper 
condents t h a t female workers p a r t i c i p a t i o n has increased 
10. Cauvery, R. and sudha Nayak, 'Female Labour Force 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n in Tamil Nadu' , souterh Economist, 
v o l . 26, No. 10, 1987, pp . 27-28. 
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from 12% in 1971 to 14% in 1981. Over t h i s per iod of t i ne 
female workers have considerably sh i f ted from the primary 
sec to r to secondary and t e r t i a r y s e c t o r s . The stxxJy main-
t a i n s t h a t dur ing 1984-85 the s t a t e of Tamil Nadu employed 
about 401700 women. Out of t o t a l labour force the female 
labour p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the pr imary, secondary and t e r t i a r y 
s e c t o r s worked out to 34.1%, 13.5% and 21.5%. Between 
1975-1S85 an add i t iona l increase of 72.9% has been r e g i s -
t e red in female labour employment. S imi lar ly in the organised 
sec to r according to the study t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of women 
between 1975-1985 has improved from 15% to 19.6%. 
Sundaram based h i s study on an ana lys i s of regional 
v a r i a t i o n s in work force p a r t i c i p a t i o n of women across 14 
s t a t e s of I n d i a . The p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e s are based on the 
f ind ings of the NSS 32nd Round Employment - Unemployment 
survey c a r r i e d out through I n d i a . 
The f ind ings of the study indica te t h a t women's p a r t i -
c ipa t ion in renumerative economic a c t i v i t i e s i s adversely 
affected by h igher f e r t i l i t y r a t e s and consequent c h i l d -
bear ing and c h i l d - r e a r i n g engagements. I t so happens 
both in r u r a l and urban a r e a s . The women were rxonning the 
household engaged in a hos t of a c t i v i t i e s which f a l l 
1 1 . Sundaram, K. I n t e r - s t a t e v a r i a t i o n in work Force 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n Rates of women In India - An Analysis^ 
Asian Employment Programme ILO, New Delh i , 1988. 
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outs ide the convent iona l ly defined boundary of economic 
a c t i v i t y . Thus, apa r t from too yovmg or too old females a 
high percentage of women who do not f igure on the usual 
S ta tus Main A c t i v i t y c r i t e r i o n , are siir5)ly engaged in 
so -ca l l ed "Domestic Du t i e s " . Therefore , t he study hypo-
t h e s i z e s t h a t l a rge burdens of ch i l d -bea r ing and r ea r ing 
and o ther domestic a c t i v i t i e s must be the main f ac to r s 
a c t i v i t i e s must be the main f a c t o r s respons ib le for lower 
work Force P a r t i c i p a t i o n Rates of women on the Main Act iv i ty 
c r i t e r i o n . Subsequently in the con tex t of i n t e r - s t a t e 
v a r i a t i o n s in WFPRS, t h i s would mean t h a t s t a t e s having 
higher GFR (General f e r t i l i t y Rate) must be having low work 
force p a r t i c i p a t i o n r a t e s of women on the Main Act iv i ty 
c r i t e r i o n . / 
12 Gote-Garhane in her study on cons t ruc t ion workers 
t r i e s to examine whether these lower c l a s s women are 
g e t t i n g any b e n e f i t of democracy or modernisat ion. The 
const ruct ion workers were choosen from the c i t y of Auran-
gabad. 75% of the t o t a l respondents were from schedule 
c a s t e s , 6% belonging to schedule t r i b e s , 79% of the respon-
dents were from r u r a l o r ig in and 97% of them were t o t a l l y 
i l l i t e r a t e s . 9 2% of the respondents were married below the 
age of 16 y e a r s . 
12. Gote-Garhane, Shubhangi, G. ' S t a tu s of women construct ion 
Workers in Developing Countries s An Indian s t u d y ' , 
in J .L . Gupta (ed.) Challenges t o the f a i r Sex-Indian 
women ; Problems P l i g h t s , and Progresses , Jain Pviblishing 
House, De lh i , 1988. 
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The study foijnd tha t these construction workers 
usually worked 8 to 9 hours dai ly at the s i t e , t he i r 
daily wages being Rs. 9. These female construction workers 
belonged to the" socia l ly and economically backward castes . 
They were t o t a l l y unaware of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , social and 
economic r i g h t s . They could not find time for re l ig ious 
and recreat ional a c t i v i t i e s . All of them lived in sub-human 
conditions. 
The above observations indicate as the study points 
out, t ha t despi te const i tut ional guarantees and leg is la t ive 
measures for granting social jus t ice to women, tHey s t i l l 
continue to be exploited and the i r conditions have not 
changed even af ter four decades of independence. 
ahatt in her a r t i c l e contends tha t the s ta tus of 
women can be enhanced by recognizing the i r work a t the 
of f ic ia l and accoxanting l eve l s . In case of self-employed 
women appropriate l e g i s l a t i v e , executive and judic ia l 
measures need to be taken up with a view to sqye them 
from the prevai l ing exploi tat ive contract system. The 
study points out tha t in view of the exploi tat ion of self-
enployed women, £EwA ^Self employed women's Association) 
emerged as the f i r s t effor t by women to perceive them-
selves as workers. This was an integrative process as a l l 
ba r r i e r s of c lass and caste were sidelined by self-employed 
13. Bhatt, El a, ''Women and work', Hindustan Times, 
16 March, 1988. 
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women. The study underl ines t h a t since women are la rge ly 
responsible for the maintenance of t h e i r f ami l i e s / g rea ter 
cash Income and a s se t s must be handled by them, 
Nayyar In her study on women ru ra l workers in 
Haryana and Punjab finds t h a t majority of women work In 
a g r i c u l t u r e , out of which the proport ion of marginal workers 
i s very h igh . The nvmnber of marginal workers i s 87% and 
43% in Punjab and Haryana r e s p e c t i v e l y . However, the number 
of casual workers i s r e l a t i v e l y small . Nayyar argues t h a t 
female workers have withdrawn from r u r a l labour market due 
to Increased a g r i c u l t u r a l output and incomes in both 
s t a t e s , secondly, increased mechanisation of the a g r i c u l -
tu re has led t o fur ther dec l ine in the demand for female 
labour . The migrant labourers have a lso cont r ibuted to the 
decl ine in female labour . The demand for female labour 
Increases during peak seasons. However, a l l women are not 
w i l l i ng or ava i l ab le to work in a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r . Thus, 
there i s a p o t e n t i a l for increas ing labour absorption In 
non-agr i cu l tu ra l work. Many women prefer to work in animal 
husbandry, d a i r y , t a i l o r i n g , spldiilQg and weaving e t c . 
Thus, there I s a need for d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of r u r a l economy 
with more oppor tun i t i e s in the non-agr i cu l tu ra l s ec to r . 
14. Nayyar, Rohini, 'Rural Labour Markets and Employment 
of women In Punjab-Haryana*, in A.V. Jose (ed.) 
Limited Options - women workers in Rural India , Asian 
Regional Team for Employinent promotion. New Delh 1, 
1989. 
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Deshpande^ In her study r e p o r t s on women In the 
Informal s e c t o r and Self-En^loyed women. The study indica tes 
t h a t poores t women are engaged in numerous i n v i s i b l e occu-
p a t i o n s in t h e informal s e c t o r . The study h i g h l i g h t s the 
problems of informal s ec to r s v i z . , the work unrecognised 
by law, h e a l t h hazards , economic e x p l o i t a t i o n e t c . The study 
a lso examines the impact of developing p o l i c i e s and modem 
technology on the s t a t u s of self-employed women. I t a lso 
forwards d e t a i l e d recommendations regarding women's work. 
Ramu^^ conducted h i s study in Bangalore ' s t h r e e major 
pub l i c s e c t o r i n d u s t r i e s choosen because of high concen-
t r a t i o n of women workers. The sample cons i s ted of 245 
s ing le earner couples and 245 double ea rner coup l e s . The 
f indings of the study ind ica te t h a t w i f e ' s economic s t a tus 
p lays an ins t rumental ro le in domestic decis ion-making, 
women having no economic s t a t u s e i t h e r use cover t influence 
to determine the r e s u l t of a p a r t i c u l a r dec i s ion or submit 
to the domination of t h e i r husbands. The success of such 
an exerc i se depends upon the indiv idual behaviour p a t t e r n s 
of spouses and o ther dynamics of t h e i r f a m i l i a l and 
mar i t a l a f f a i r s . The study f inds t h a t while comparing 
s ing le earner and double ea rne r spouse, i t becomes c l ea r 
16. Deshpande, Anja l i , 'Hazards of Viork in informal s e c t o r . 
Mainstream, v o l . 27, No. 31# 1989, pp . 131-4. 
16. Ramu, G.N., 'Wife j Economic S ta tus and Mar i ta l Power j 
A c?-^^ of Single and Dual-earner c o u p l e s ' . Sociological 
Ballet:in vol . 37, No, 1 & 2, 1990. 
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t h a t women in s ingle earner f ami l i e s have lower bargaining 
capac i ty t o share power and con t r ibu t e t o v i t a l family 
d e c i s i o n s , whereas among double ea rne r f ami l i e s women because 
of t h e i r economic resource have a g r ea t e r a u t h o r i t y in 
domestic d e c i s i o n s , women in such fami l ies need not to 
adopt cover t s t r a t e g i e s to e x t r a c t power from t h e i r hus-
bands. The study poin ts out t h a t u l t ima te ly economic resour-
ces of women determine t h e i r quantum of power in r e l a t i o n 
with t h e i r husbands. 
17 j a s a n i in h i s study p o i n t s oiit t h a t increas ing 
work p a r t i c i p a t i o n does not in i t s e l f lead t o empowerirent 
in a s i t u a t i o n where not only does the labour market favour 
men over women, but the d iv i s ion of labour wi thin occupa-
t i o n s i s s ex -b iased . The study i s conducted on Axjxiliary 
Nurse Midwives (ANMS) employed a t the primary hea l th 
c e n t r e s in Maharashtra. The study po in t s out t h a t equal 
remuneration for equal or s i m i l a r work i s though a very 
important demand in the p resen t cond i t ion , i t i s not 
s u f f i c i e n t for the r ea l empowerment. F i r s t l y , because the 
subordinate pos i t i on of women in the family i s extended 
a t the work p l a c e . Thus, within the same job paying the 
same wage, the women i s made in a c t u a l i t y sxobordinate to 
man. secondly, for the same job the soc i e ty looks a t the 
17 . J a s a n i , Amar, 'Limits of Empowerment women in Rural 
Health c a r e ' . Economic and P o l i t i c a l wsekly, v o l . XXV, 
No. 20, 1990. • 
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man as a b e t t e r qualified person than the wonen. Thirdly/ 
the bargaining power of the wonen at the work place is 
limited due to t he i r socio-economic background and they can 
i l l -a f ford to loose the i r job. Fourthly, in addition to 
a l l explo i ta t ive s i tuat ions tha t any worker encounters at 
the job, the women is svibjected to sexual explo i ta t ion . 
The study brings out tha t women's employment in 
the rural heal th services ANMS has given them badly needed 
financial support, in view of the fact tha t most of them 
come from low socio-economic backgroxond. However, the i r 
job e n t a i l s extreme vulnerabil i ty as they are at the 
lowest mng of the hierarchy and work outside in far -
flung rural areas . Besides, the nature of t h e i r work does 
not lead to harmonous re la t ionships with other women of 
the v i l l age , e .g . "hunting" women to get them s tera l i sed 
i s not a welcome assignment. Such an exerc ise , the study 
argues, diminishes the ba^ly required community support 
in t he i r professional and personal l i v e s , / 
1 8 Sethi seeks to analyse the work pat terns of worr^ n 
in re la t ion to t he i r part icipat ion in decision making at 
different l eve l s and assess t h e i r labour time spent in 
agricxiltiire, animal husbandry and other household ac t iv i t e s . 
Four agricul ture d i s t r i c t s of Himachal Pradesh - Mandi 
18. Sethi , Raj Mohini, 'Women and Development s A Profile 
of Active Agricultural Producers ' , Sociological 
Bul le t in , vol . 38, No. 2, 1991. 
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Hamlrpur, Solan and Srimour were se lec ted for the da ta 
c o l l e c t i o n for the study. 651 women c u l t i v a t o r s were 
se lec ted for the sample out of 3101 women. 
The ana lys i s of the study h i g h l i g h t s the dominant 
r o l e of women in a g r i c u l t u r a l production and in house-
keeping, women on an average put in about 151 days of 
work as compared to an average of 121 days put in by men 
as the family farms. 70% of the women compared t o 5 2% of 
the men worked for more than 100 days in a y e a r . Thus, 
women's con t r ibu t ion t o a g r i c u l t u r a l work i s more than 
t h a t of men in Himachal Pradesh, Mostly women are engaged 
in sxibsistence ag r i cu l tu re while men are occupied in 
commercial a g r i c u l t u r e . The propor t ion of women engaged 
in var ious a spec t s of c a t t l e care i s much h igher than the 
prpor t ion of men, 80% of c a t t l e care i s done by women, 
98.3% of women are engaged in milking cows whereas only 
14,28% of the men are engaged in t h i s a c t i v i t y , 96.9% 
of women are engaged in c lean ing of the c a t t l e sheds 
whereas only 16.47% of men are engaged s i m i l a r l y . The 
women are furthermore overwhelmingly engaged in domestic 
chores such as fe tching water or fue l , removing cow dunk 
t o the f i e l d s , c leaning and g r ind ing g ra in . 
However women's dominant p a r t i c i p a t i o n in economic 
a c t i v i t i e s does not give them a dominant ro l e in decis ion 
making, for example only 7 to 10 percent women can take 
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independent, decisions on education and admission of chUdren 
in schools, or in selecting an occupation or mate for 
chi ldren, or an expenditure on ch i ld ren ' s marriage e t c . Men 
dominate women in such domains of decision making- as the 
purchase of agricul tural implements, seeds, f e r t i l i z e r s 
and insect ic ides e t c . Men also decide investment of family 
income in agr icul tura l a c t i v i t i e s and par t ic ipat ion in 
vil lage development a c t i v i t i e s . Thus, men wield considerable 
domestic power by exercising control over decisions affecting 
household economy. The study concludes that women who are 
the productive and reproductive agents, exercise exclusive 
control over peripheral areas of domestic l i f e . 
The study conducted by Mawar^  on the t r i b a l women 
of Madhya Pradesh t r i e s to determine the s ta tus of women 
in terms of her level of income, employment, education, 
heal th , her procreative ab i l i t y as well as her general 
role in family and society. The women are responsible for 
a l l domestic chores and also engaged in a c t i v i t i e s l ike 
agr icul ture , fores t , adhoc labour e t c . The present study 
t r i e s to find out the roles performed by t r i b a l women and 
men in various seasons, the sharing of r e spons ib i l i t i e s and 
the gender b i a s . 
The study brings out tha t there are v i t a l differences 
between the time spent on dif ferent a c t i v i t i e s and other 
19. Mawar, N, , (et al) The s ta tus and Role of Tribal women -
A Study of the gender Bias Among the Goud Tribals of 
Madhya gradesH^ I.C.H^.R. Medical college, jabalpur, 1991. 
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family members. The study f inds t h a t women spend more time 
on income genera t ing a c t i v i t i e s (6.3 hoxjrs) and household 
a c t i v i t i e s C2.2 h o u r s ) . In comparison t o women men spend 
more time on soc ia l and personal a c t i v i t i e s (3.7 hours) 
The men s l eep longer than women, men 9.4 hours and women 
8.5 hoxors r e s p e c t i v e l y . The study ind ica t e s t h a t women 
perform mul t ip le r o l e s for income genera t ion , house-running 
and taking care of chi ldren e t c . Comparatively men ge t 
for more time for l e i s u r e . The study a lso b r ings out t h a t 
t r i b a l s have a gender b i a s in terms of the expendi ture 
incurred on h e a l t h and c l o t h i n g . The study a lso p o i n t s out 
t h a t while women play a s i g n i f i c a n t economic ro le in t r i b a l 
f a m i l i e s , they are re lega ted t o the back corner when 
important d e c i s i o n s pe r t a in ing to family and the t r i b e are 
to be taken , 
A review of the s tud i e s on women a t work i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t women are being unfa i r ly t r e a t e d in mul t ip le s i t u a t i o n s 
and contex ts within var ious s e c t o r s of work, women work 
ha rde r , t o i l longer and undergo g rea te r p re s su res and yet 
t h e i r cond i t ions are incomparably i n f e r i o r to those of 
men. They have a lower soc ia l s t a t u s and t h e i r ro le in 
dec id ing family matter i s only marginal . However, the cen t r a l 
and c r u c i a l anomaly of women's work i s the s o c i a l non-
recogni t ion as well as i n v i s i b i l i t y of t h e i r massive c o n t r i -
bution to s o c i e t y , economy and p o l i t y , women are p r e -
dominantly employed in domestic s e c t o r . Apart from t h e i r 
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ch i ld -bea r ing and c h i l d - r e a r i n g a c t i v i t i e s , they have to 
engage themselves in coxontless chores and undergo severe 
s t r a i n s . By the very nature of t h e i r work, they cannot 
organise or unionize and clamoiir for wages or remuneration. 
However, the o v e r a l l soc ia l ambience d i c t a t e s t h a t unless 
you are a hard cash earning member of the soc ie ty you 
cannot claim or get appropr ia te soc ia l s t a t u s or enjoy 
a d ign i f i ed l i f e , women who work in the domestic s ec to r 
get the worst of both the wor lds . They have to engage into 
a wide v a r i e t y of unremunerative a c t i v i t i e s and in the 
process end up with no r ecogn i t ion and s t a t u s . Therefore , 
the s tud i e s reviewed in t h i s chapter fo rce fu l ly br ing out the 
g l a r i n g f a c t s of soc ia l non-re cogni t ion and i n v i s i b i l i t y 
of women's work. The planners and pol icy makers of India 
wi l l have to evolve new parameters within which to define 
work. India being predominantly an a g r i c u l t u r a l country , 
which i s mostly unorganised and non-xmionised and where 
women employees out nximber men, women's c r u c i a l economic 
con t r ibu t ion needs t o be seen in keeping with the groxmd 
r e a l i t i e s of Indian s i t u a t i o n . The western model in which 
the ro l e of i n d u s t r i a l and commercial sec to r has become 
c r u c i a l and almost e n t i r e economy has become monit ised 
and earning of hard cash determines the soc i a l s tanding 
of a person, cannot be r e p l i c a t e d in India where hunders 
of mi l l ions of people are engaged in domest ic , agricxil ture 
and unorganised s e c t o r s . The s t u d i e s recommend r e d e f i n i t i o n 
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of work and recogni t ion of women's economic con t r ibu t ion 
in the o v e r a l l gross na t iona l product of Ind i a . The way 
po l i cy makers define work and make computations thereof , 
g ross ly v i o l a t e s the norms of j u s t i c e in so fa r as women's 
economic ro l e i s concerned. I t i s being assumed t h a t by 
making women's work acadetr.ically v i s i b l e , t he r e w i l l be 
a g rea t e r apprec ia t ion of women's work at po l i cy and 
planning l e v e l s . New mechanisms wi l l be evolved whereby 
women's domestic con t r ibu t ions can be j ud i c ious ly quant i f ied 
and computed so t h a t na t iona l economic p o l i c i e s and programmes 
w i l l r e c a s t a more balanced perspec t ive so t h a t women get 
a b e t t e r deal and enjoy a b e t t e r soc ia l s t and ing . 
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C O N C L U S I O N 
Wocnen's Studies has tmdergone radical changes throughout 
human history. In medevial times women were studied in the 
context of religious world views and scripitual dos and 
don'ts. Their rights and duties were analysed in the light 
of scriptual. injuctions. However, with the onset of 
industrial revolution, the entire ideological and valuational 
paradigm, has undergone a radical reconstruction. Industria-
lisation was a quantum leap to modernisation. It opened up 
new avenues and opportunities and restructured the traditi-
onal, political, social and economic relations and redefined 
the entiare cultural discourse. With increasing exploitation 
of nature through continuous technological upgradation, 
considerable sections of European and Americem societies 
experienced undreamt of affluence. As the means and modes 
of production w«»re appropriated by emerging affluent 
sections of society, social tensions and what Karl Marx 
designates as class war began with unprecedented intensity. 
Increasing technologisation led to vast areas of poverty 
on the one hand and insolated islands of affluence on the 
other. In this process, women were subjected to untold 
suffering and hardship. They had already lost the race for 
socio-economic equality with men. The emergence of industrial 
economy adversely affected their already marginalised 
social position. In view of the same, western women raised 
voices of protest against their increasing marginalisation 
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in post - industrial economic scenario. These protests 
finally crystalised into a fulfledged women's movement in 
20th century. The high point of women's movement in western 
Europe and North America was the faminist upsurge of 1960's 
which not only demanded equality and parity with men but 
questioned the very philosophy and ideology behind male 
superiorism. consequently, countless studies on multiple 
aspects of women's role in society, econcmy and polity of 
West were conducted in Germany, France, Britain, U.S.A. 
and Canada. 
The impact of such development was registered in 
India as well. Although Indian women were actively engaged 
in National Movement, yet they did not initiate any separate 
protest to redress the specific problems they faced as women. 
After independence, greater educational opportunities led to 
deeper appreciation of their role in society and they began 
to work with greater self-consciousness and self-assurance. 
However, the systematic women *s movement in India was la\inched 
after 1975 when international women's decade was inaugurated 
and problems pertaining to women were discussed and deliberated 
upon through numerous seminars, symposia, conferences and ' 
workshops throughout India. Consequently, hundreds of 
studies regarding wonen's role in Indian social set-up were 
carried out for the last 15 years. Scores of studies had 
already appeared in women's problems in pre-independent and 
past-independent India. Thewe studies examined the immense 
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contributions made by women in past as well as present Indian 
society and also highlighted countless forms of exploitation 
and suLbordlnation, women were sxibjected to through cleverly 
tallered patrlorchal world views and value systems. The 
present study is an examination of women's studies in India 
with special reference to survey the relevant literature 
mainly brought out in post-independence period* This survey 
of the literature could not encompass all the facets of 
Women's Studies. Considerations of space and time dictated 
to concentrate on three most Impoi-tant areas of Women's 
Studies, which may be said to form the core of the subject. 
The survey areas are : 1} status of women, 2) women cuid 
education, 3) women at work. 
The above areas have been studied by hundreds of 
researchers and again it was not possible to present all 
the studies conducted on women's status, their education and 
their contribution to economy. However, those Important 
studies covering various aspects pertaining to these areas 
have been reviewed in this stvtdy. 
For theoretical purposes it is good to study 
multiple areas comprising Women's Studies. However, as 
women's problems are inter-related^ so are various areas of 
women's studies. For all practical purposes the status, 
education and econonic contribution of women cannot be 
separated. These factors in combination present a more 
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comprehensive picture. Therefore certain important features 
linking all these areas are highlighted in the conclusion. 
A review of the studies on status, education and 
econcanic contribution made by w<»nen indicates that a slow 
and steady change has been talcing place in the attitudes of 
women. The change in attitudes has been made possible 
through various factors. Wonen have actively participated 
in Indias national struggle for freedom right from 1857. 
That participation forms the background of contemporary 
women's self•understanding and self-analysis. After 1947 
when India launched her secular democratic and socialist 
project, most important, rather revolutionary changes took 
place in wcxnen's attitudes and self-perception. 
The constitution of India gave equal rights and 
duties to women. It guaranteed them equal political, social 
and economic status and threw open and equal educational 
opportunities to both sexes. This heralded a great trans-
formation in women's status, in her educational achievements 
and in her capacity to further contribute to the upkeep 
of national economy. 
The post-independence era saw the rise of industry 
and application of technology on a massive scale. Our five 
year plans concentrated on building up of heavy industry 
tinder the auspices of public sector which were deemed to 
occupy the comanding hights of Indian econany. Such an 
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industrial and technological scenario created both fresh 
possible opportiinities and practical problems for women. 
In fact, it changed the whole work ethic or work culture 
of Indian society. In view of the traditional normative 
structure prevailing in India and low female literacy, more 
and more women found themselves outside the industrial and 
technological projects and programmes, wherein mostly 
men were oppointed on directorial,managerial and technical 
positions. Wooaen were largely confined to such household 
jobs that they have conducted for thousands of years, 
mostly thanklessly. As the industrial and technological 
culture grew and gross national production accelerated, 
women's share in the cake became smaller and smaller. The 
society, the government and the national economic planners 
and surveyors all agreed to define work as that which 
fetches cash in the market place and is cash-oriented. 
The countless domestic chores carried out by millions and 
millions of housewives in India were at the very onset, 
i.e. definitionally excluded from the computations of 
national economy. It is this scenario which has been largely 
responsible for the upsurge of women's studies during 
1970's and 1980's. 
The studies pejrtaining to women's status, education 
and economic contribution that have been reviewed in 
this survey broadly agree that, apart from historical 
injustices heeped upon women, even contemporary society 
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has been systematically ignoring their contributions and 
denying them their due. The studies bring out that wherever 
women have got better econonic and educational opportunities, 
their self understanding and self-respect has qualitatively 
changed andthey have started thinking and behaving within 
the framework of modernistic attitudes. For example most 
of the studies on the status of women bring out that highly 
qualified working women enjoy higher social and economic 
stattis in comparison to lower educated or iineducated and 
unemployed wcnnen. The highly educated and employed women 
have far greater decision-making powers in matters of 
domestic production, distribution and consumption in 
comparison to their uneducated and xinemployed counterparts. 
They have also a greater say in the choice of their life 
partners, in the selection of their careers and in the 
education of children. They are modernistic in their 
attitudes and preferences. They are more outgoing and socially 
mobile. They cast off traditional normative patterns and 
prefer modem value system. They also prefer nuclear 
families and are generally against joint family system. 
However, sQme studies indicate that most Indian women are 
on the cross roads of tradition and modernity. The 
tradition pulls them and the modernity pushes them. On one 
hand, they consciously or unconsciously have an abiding 
respect for the traditional normative structure. On 
the other hand, the imperatives of modem society dictate 
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them to adopt new values and patterns of behaviour. The 
studies on education point out that there Is a close 
correlation between higher educational attainments and 
modernistic attitudes. The educated women are progressive, 
forward-looking, dynamic and because of their greater skill-
fulness and sophistication. they can achieve greater social 
adjustment and can significantly contribute towards national 
economy. They have greater employment opportunities and 
can naturally aspire to higher social positions. 
The studies on women's economic contribution point 
out that although women have been making most vital contri-
butions to modem Indian economy, yet their role remains 
largely vmrecognlsed and tinappreclated. In fact, most of 
the studies point out that women* s work remains largely 
invisible. The studies bring out that women have been 
mostly employed in domestic and unorganised sector, they 
undergo severest work strains and yet their remxinerations 
are lowest in the hierarchy of wage scales In our economy. 
The contributions of wonen to domestic and non-organised 
sectors is so massive that Indian economy will callapse 
without their toils and labours. As agricultural labourers 
they are the bread - winners of the nation. However, 
being employed in domestic and agricultural sectors which 
are largely xmorganlsed and least unionised, their share 
in the national cake is negligible and their protest, are 
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a cry in the videmess. The irony of this situation is that 
their life-long and roxind the clock excertions and struggles 
for the upkeep of Indian society, econany and polity, are 
not even defined as •Vork". However, some of the studies on 
women's work indicate that with increasing penetration of 
women into organised sector their status is changing for 
the better. These studies point out that highly employed 
women getting handsome salaries enjoy better social status 
and have greater say in major domestic decisions. Some 
studies reviewed here question even this correlation between 
high salary and high status among women. 
Researches on women have been conducted since 19th 
century. The central question of these researches was an 
examination of women's status in the Indian society. 
However, currently there is a shift and Women's Studies has 
declared its objectives as hereunder : 
1. Removing wcmien's invisibility both at the level of social 
knowledge and social action. 
2. Highlighting the problems specific to women. 
3. Analysing the issues such as inequality, injustice and 
oppression. 
4. Identifying the sources of powerlessness of women. 
The basic assumption of Wcxnen's Studies is that 
women suffer from systematic social injustice because of 
their sex. The purpose of Women's Studies is to highlight 
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women's problems and thereby promote equality,justice and 
liberation for women. The question is whether Wcxnen's 
Studies hope to help in realising these meaningful social 
ideals. The Women's Studies presumes that greater and 
deeper analysis and knowledge of Women's problems will lead 
to necessary socio-political action. In point of fact. 
Women's Studies has registered some progress in achieving 
visibility. The role of poor wcanen in production has been 
copiously highlighted and their econcxnic contributions 
forcefully brought out through important studies. The focus 
has shifted from the earlier total preoccupation with 
upper castes and middle castes. Nowadays it has been 
recognised that the interests, problems and needs of various 
classes of women are distinct inspite of a common core of 
gender oppression. 
There are serious practical problems which scholars 
of women's studies and protagonists of wcanen's movement 
should ponder over. Even when we make women's contribution 
academically visible, does it necessarily lead to social 
recognition,?or does it ensure any radical reduction 
in women's subordination ? Even if we succeed in remaining 
the invisibility of women's work, it does not mean much. 
It only helps to raise a problem where no problem was seen 
earlier. However, it does not provide an answer by itself. 
Only appropriate political action can lead to a balanced 
and judicious evaluation of women's work and contribution. 
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Philosophically, Wanen's Studies entails two 
things, 1) Theoretical criticism and 2) Practical radical 
transformation. The theoretical criticism and radical 
actibn mutually reinforce each other. There is an inter-
dependence between women's movement and Women's Studies, 
Ideally speaking, women's movement and women's studies must 
have a closer collaboration. However, practical constraints 
always conspire against ideal situations. Anyway, wctnen 
activists engaged in women's movement understand that 
their struggle for social change entails not only transfor-
mation of power structures, but also the contemporary 
intellectual tradition which has been used as an instrument 
of oppression. Therefore, women activists look up to women's 
Studies for conceptual and analytical tools that would 
illianinate the forms of their oppression and instrvments of 
exploitation. 
Research on problems of women is not a new phenomenon, 
Social historians. Anthropologists and Sociologists have 
been conducting research on women since 19th century. 
However, the studies conducted were mainly concerned with 
social practices which affected the position of women. The 
post-independence research on women concentrated on women's 
role within the family and other social institutions. 
Certain legal studies were also conducted within the same 
period which analysed the problems of urban educated upper 
class women in the light of statutory family laws. Lower 
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class or rural wcxnen were completely ignored. There was 
no women's perspective from which to examine the issues 
pertaining towcxnen's social, political and economic status. 
Wcxnen activists engaged in the movement understand 
that their endeavour for radical transformation in society 
must encanpass not only the change of patriorchal relations, 
but also the contemporary intellectual tradition which has 
been instrxjmental in their oppression. The activists have 
also felt the need for restructuring the entire body of 
scientific knowledge. However, excessive academisation of 
women's protest is simultaneously feared to neutralise the 
original objectives of the movement. In such a eventuality. 
Women's Studies may become a mere intellectual discipline 
and may not act as a catalyst to change all disciplines 
and their orientations. The W<»nen's Studies, in order to 
be effective, has to retain the action potential. The central 
issue here is how precisely research and action or theory 
and practice can be judiciously mixed so that research 
provides the input for action and action provides the 
issues for research. Only in this way can researchers and 
activists fruitfully co-operate with one another. The ideal 
is to combine subjective concern about the oppressed with 
a dispassionate analysis of the field-situation. Excessive 
academisation of women's movement can lead to dillution 
of the women's struggle. On the other hand, excessive 
activisation of Women's Studies can reduce its scientific 
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and epistemic content. Both these dangers need to be avoided 
with great circumspection, 
Sugqeatlons : 
1. Women's Studies and women's movement needs to be interlinked 
closely. Women's Studies highlight the substantial role 
of women to human history, society and econcxny by reinter-
preting established theoretical frameworks of social 
sciences. Thus, Women's Studies has brought out the 
historical and socio-political role of women at the academic 
plan • However, mere academic analysis of women's role 
will not guarentee a meaningful change in the position of 
women. The academic analysis has to be backed up by 
political action. Wonen's Studies as an academic discipline 
can lead to greater conscientisation in this regard. 
2. Wonen's Studies, through localised researches should 
illuminate the problems of women at the international 
plan as well, as the exploitation of women is an inter-
national phenomenon.Women's Studies should help developing 
models and strategies which can link localised struggles 
into a global struggle. 
3. Women's Studies should branch out to such areas which 
have comparatively received less attention. For example. 
Women's Studies should undertake research on themes like 
"domestic violence in middle-class families, status of 
divorced Muslim women, attitudes of common people towards 
N 
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uniform civil code, drought and its effect on wonen, contri 
bution of female agricultural labourers to the production 
process, case-studies and life-histories of toiling women 
etc. 
4, The researchers of Women's Studies have concentrated upon 
making women's work academically visible. However, the 
problem is too deep to be taken care of only by academic 
visibility. The problem of devaluation of women's contri-
bution is a fact even where women's work is quite visible. 
For example, various skills are arbiterarily classified 
as high or low and the net result of such a — prior 
classification is that woinen get lower wages in comparison 
to their male counterparts. The criteria applied for 
classifying skills as high or low have no objective basis. 
Women's Studies must face this crucial challenge 
by evolving an alternative set of criteria, incorporating 
such indicators as energy spent, dexterity, endurance, 
concentration etc. Only an alternative set of criteria 
incorporating such appropriate indicators may be of some 
help in Judicious and balanced evaluation of women's work 
which is wrongfully rated low by xanfortunate definitional 
twists. 
5. Women's Studies has also to catch the bull by the horns 
and call a spade a spade. Half backed attempts will not 
do. The conscious and unconscious intrusion of male 
suE>eriority complex into the very value-system and ethos 
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within which respective gender roles are evaluated has 
got to be uncovered and questioned. Values and disvalues, 
likes and dis-likes, appreciations and depreciations etc. 
i.e. the very normative structure has been dictated by male 
prejudices and biases. W«nen shall not gain much by getting 
a passpoirt of entry into the predetermined and predefined 
male dominated world. They need to question the very basis 
of patriarchal framework e.g. why only climbing Mount 
Everest is an extra-ordiaary fact and why delivering a 
child is an ordinary and normal ongoing process. Women's 
Studies needs to evolve an alternative normative structure 
wherein the potentialities of womanhood can be categorised 
and valued in positive terms. In fact, the very contemporary 
development model needs to be challenged and it needs to 
be shown that development has either not reacked women or 
hit them adversely. In short, a new paradigm needs to be 
evolved within which the differential impact of development 
on men and women can be analysed with greater methodological 
sophistication. 
6. We have consciously or unconsciously accepted the subju-
gation and subordination of women as a fait accompli. In 
view of the same, researchers in women's Studies too have 
analysed in apologetic tone and forwarded recommendations, 
which, if implemented, can have only a compensatory 
value. For example, it has been suggested that women need 
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educational and infra-structural facilities in order to 
improve their standard of life. Seats need to be reserved 
for women in economic undertakings and political fora in 
order to ameliorate women's social status. The whole 
emphasis is that women as a disadvantageous group snould 
be given more facilities and benefits, so that their 
hopelessness and vulnerability can be reduced to the maximxjm 
possible extent. 
However, this very compensatory pardadigm shies 
away frcxn looking at those things that generate inequality 
and oppression. This very compensatory paradigm militates 
against the fovindational restructuring of the socio-political 
power structure. Women's subordination is an exercise 
of power and patriarchy is institutionalised male-dominance. 
The very institution of family has been an instrvment of 
women's oppression, subjugating them to endless domestic 
violence. The so-called family peace is often obtained at 
the cost of women's subjugation. So, if women are to count 
as equal partners in society, polity and economy, they 
have to question the very basis of existing power structure 
and not to strive for welfaristic measures to compensate 
for their stark institutional disadvantages. 
7. Wanen's Studies need to scientifically analyse the political 
behaviour of women. More women, especially from rural 
areas participate in periodic electoral exercises but most 
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women shy away from joining politics as full time activists 
and leaders. Women's Studies need to analyse the political 
behaviour of women and identify the factors which hold back 
even educated women from participating in politics. 
Comparative Studies of political behaviour of men and women 
if similar backgrounds need to be conducted. Similarly, 
women's role in pressure groups needs to be explored as 
well. What needs to be analysed is how women are represented 
in these pressure groups and do these pressure groups take 
up issues which effect women only» It also needs to be 
examined as to whether there is need to form'separate 
women's wings in these pressure groups. These studies will 
reveal the psychological and social attitudes of women 
and especially the determinants of their political psycho-
logy. Such an analysis is important if concerted political 
action is indispensable for translating the convictions 
of Women's Studies into living realities. 
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